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Declaration of Independence 

 I, Polke Birkholtz, declare that – 

 General declaration: 

 I act as the independent heritage practitioner in this application 

 I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in 

views and findings that are not favourable to the applicant 

 I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such 

work; 

 I have expertise in conducting heritage impact assessments, including knowledge of the Act, 

Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity; 

 I will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation; 

 I will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in section 38 of the NHRA when 

preparing the application and any report relating to the application;  

 I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity; 

 I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in 

my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing - any decision to be 

taken with respect to the application by the competent authority; and -  the objectivity of any 

report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority; 

 I will ensure that information containing all relevant facts in respect of the application is distributed 

or made available to interested and affected parties and the public and that participation by 

interested and affected parties is facilitated in such a manner that all interested and affected 

parties will be provided with a reasonable opportunity to participate and to provide comments on 

documents that are produced to support the application; 

 I will provide the competent authority with access to all information at my disposal regarding the 

application, whether such information is favourable to the applicant or not 

 All the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct;  

 I will perform all other obligations as expected from a heritage practitioner in terms of the Act and 

the constitutions of my affiliated professional bodies; and 

 I realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 71 of the Regulations and is 

punishable in terms of section 24F of the NEMA.  

 

Disclosure of Vested Interest 

 I do not have and will not have any vested interest (either business, financial, personal or other) 

in the proposed activity proceeding other than remuneration for work performed in terms of the 

Regulations; 

 

HERITAGE CONSULTANT: PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd 

CONTACT PERSON:  Polke Birkholtz – Archaeologist/Heritage Specialist/Project Manager 

    Tel: +27 (0) 12 332 5305 

Email:polke@pgsheritage.co.za 

 

 

SIGNATURE:   ______________________________ 
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The heritage impact assessment report has been compiled taking into account the NEMA 

Appendix 6 requirements for specialist reports as indicated in the table below. 

 

NEMA Regs (2014) - Appendix 6 Relevant section in report 

Details of the specialist who prepared the report Page iii and Section 1.2 

The expertise of that person to compile a specialist 
report including a curriculum vita 

Section 1.2 – refer to Appendix B 

A declaration that the person is independent in a form 
as may be specified by the competent authority 

Page ii of the report 

An indication of the scope of, and the purpose for 
which, the report was prepared 

Section 1 

The date and season of the site investigation and the 
relevance of the season to the outcome of the 
assessment 

Section 3 

A description of the methodology adopted in preparing 
the report or carrying out the specialised process 

Section 3 

The specific identified sensitivity of the site related to 
the activity and its associated structures and 
infrastructure 

Executive Summary, Sections 5 to 9 

An identification of any areas to be avoided, including 
buffers 

Executive Summary, Sections 5 to 9 

A map superimposing the activity including the 
associated structures and infrastructure on the 
environmental sensitivities of the site including areas to 
be avoided, including buffers; 

Refer Figures 26 & 27  

A description of any assumptions made and any 
uncertainties or gaps in knowledge;  

Section 1.3 

A description of the findings and potential implications 
of such findings on the impact of the proposed activity, 
including identified alternatives, on the environment 

Sections 5, 6, 7 & 8 

Any mitigation measures for inclusion in the EMPr Section 8 

Any conditions for inclusion in the environmental 
authorisation 

Exective Summary, Sections 8 & 9 

Any monitoring requirements for inclusion in the EMPr 
or environmental authorisation 

Not Appliccable 

A reasoned opinion as to whether the proposed activity 
or portions thereof should be authorised and 

Executive Summary & Section 9 
If the opinion is that the proposed activity or portions 
thereof should be authorised, any avoidance, 
management and mitigation measures that should be 
included in the EMPr, and where applicable, the 
closure plan 

A description of any consultation process that was 
undertaken during the course of carrying out the study 

Not applicable. No public participation 
process was undertaken by PGS 
Heritage. 

A summary and copies if any comments that were 
received during any consultation process 

Not applicable. See comment above. 

Any other information requested by the competent 
authority.  

Not applicable. No consultation with the 
heritage authorities has as of yet taken 
place. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Introduction 

 

PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd was appointed by GCS Water and Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd 

to undertake a Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) for the proposed development of 

the new Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre, City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality, Gauteng 

Province.   

 

Archaeological and Historical Desktop Study 

 

The work commenced with an archaeological and historical desktop study. This study 

comprised an assessment of the available historical data and historical aerial photographs 

depicting the study area.  

 

The historical desktop study revealed that before the construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital, 

the study area comprised an undeveloped portion of land located on the outskirts of Pretoria.  

 

The stimulus for the construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital was the donation of an amount of 

£100,000 by Lord Nuffield of Great Britain to the Government of the Union of South Africa in 

1937 for the “…development of Orthopaedic Surgery…and for the discovery and cure of 

crippling diseases in South Africa.” This donation led to the creation in 1939 of the National 

Council for the Care of Cripples in South Africa. A Steering Committee was nominated who had 

to decide how best the donation from Lord Nuffield should be spent. In the end, the Steering 

Committee decided to spend £35 000 on the construction of an orthopaedic children’s hospital 

in Pretoria. Deliberations with the Transvaal provincial authorities followed. These 

deliberations, and a further donation of £15 000 received from the Pretoria and Northern 

Transvaal Cripples’ Care Association, led to the decision to construct an orthopaedic centre in 

Pretoria to treat both children and adult orthopaedic patients.  

 

In 1944 the Government of the Union of South African made a parcel of land available for the 

proposed hospital. Construction work on the Orthopaedic Hospital commenced in September 

1945. The hospital was officially opened on 22 October 1947 by General J.J. Pienaar, the 

Administrator of the Transvaal. At the time of its opening, the hospital comprised the following: 

 

 Main Administrative Building named the Lord Nuffield Wing 

 Main Ward Block named the Dr A. Saunders Wing 

 Four Wards named the Baden-Powell Ward, the Iscor Steelworkers’ Ward, the J.N. 

Kirkness Ward and the Dr Hans Hugo Ward. 

 

The hospital was expanded and developed in subsequent years.   
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Fieldwork Findings 

 

A total of 14 buildings were identified within the study area. In this report a heritage inventory 

is provided of all the buildings identified within the study area. An assessment of the significance 

of each building is also made.  

 

Impact Assessment 

 

The proposed development is expected to result in the demolition of all 14 the buildings 

identified within the study area. An impact assessment was undertaken to assess the impact of 

the proposed development on the identified heritage sites.  

 

Required Mitigation Measures 

 

The following mitigation measures are required: 

 

1. An attempt must be made to locate any buildings plans for the buildings located within 

the study area. In cases where no building plans can be found, a new plan must be 

recorded by way of measured drawings (see Point 3 below).  

 
2. Recording of the site with the footprint of each building indicated on a map.  

 
3. Recording of the buildings as it is (as-built): (a) existing plan of each building (if no 

building plans can be located) (b) photographic recording of the elevations and 

architectural detailing and (c) inclusion of these into the report to be submitted to the 

Provincial Heritage Resources Agency as part of the submission and application for a 

permit for demolition and construction of new work. 

 
4. The creation (to be included in the design of the building) of a space or area preferably 

in the foyer of the new main building where the history of the site and rehabilitation 

centre can be displayed as part of the appropriate memorialisation of the site and its 

history.  

 
5. The original plaque mounted onto the wall near the foyer of the original hospital building 

and all related photographs and documents of historic significance must be preserved 

and put on display as part of the appropriate memorialisation of the site and its history. 

 
6. This Heritage Impact Assessment report must be submitted to the Provincial Heritage 

Resources Agency for Gauteng but also to the South African Heritage Resources 

Agency. Any comments made by these authorities must be adhered to; 

 
7. Subsequent to the completion of the mitigation measures, a permit application must be 
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submitted to the Provincial Heritage Resources Agency for Gauteng to allow for the 

demolition of buildings older than 60 years; and 

 
8. No demolitions may be undertaken until such time that the relevant permit allowing 

these activities to be undertaken, has been received from the Provncial Heritage 

Resources Agency for Gauteng. 

 

Conclusion 

 

On the condition that the recommendations made in this report are adhered to, and the 

mitigation measures fully completed, the proposed development may from a heritage point of 

view be allowed to continue. 
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TERMINOLOGY AND ABBREVIATIONS 

 

Archaeological resources 

This includes: 

 material remains resulting from human activity which are in a state of disuse and are in 

or on land and which are older than 100 years including artefacts, human and hominid 

remains and artificial features and structures;  

 rock art, being any form of painting, engraving or other graphic representation on a 

fixed rock surface or loose rock or stone, which was executed by human agency and 

which is older than 100 years, including any area within 10m of such representation; 

 wrecks, being any vessel or aircraft, or any part thereof, which was wrecked in South 

Africa, whether on land, in the internal waters, the territorial waters or in the maritime 

culture zone of the republic as defined in the Maritimes Zones Act, and any cargo, 

debris or artefacts found or associated therewith, which is older than 60 years or which 

SAHRA considers to be worthy of conservation; 

 features, structures and artefacts associated with military history which are older than 

75 years and the site on which they are found. 

 

Cultural significance  

This means aesthetic, architectural, historical, scientific, social, spiritual, linguistic or 

technological value or significance  

 

Development 

This means any physical intervention, excavation, or action, other than those caused by natural 

forces, which may in the opinion of the heritage authority in any way result in a change to the 

nature, appearance or physical nature of a place or influence its stability and future well-being, 

including: 

 construction, alteration, demolition, removal or change in use of a place or a structure 

at a place; 

 carrying out any works on or over or under a place; 

 subdivision or consolidation of land comprising a place, including the structures or 

airspace of a place; 

 constructing or putting up for display signs or boards; 

 any change to the natural or existing condition or topography of land; and 

 any removal or destruction of trees, or removal of vegetation or topsoil 

 

Early Stone Age 

The archaeology of the Stone Age between 700 000 and 2 500 000 years ago. 
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Fossil 

Mineralised bones of animals, shellfish, plants and marine animals.  A trace fossil is the track 

or footprint of a fossil animal that is preserved in stone or consolidated sediment. 

 

Heritage 

That which is inherited and forms part of the National Estate (historical places, objects, fossils 

as defined by the National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999). 

 

Heritage resources  

This means any place or object of cultural significance and can include (but not limited to) as 

stated under Section 3 of the NHRA, 

 places, buildings, structures and equipment of cultural significance; 

 places to which oral traditions are attached or which are associated with living heritage; 

 historical settlements and townscapes; 

 landscapes and natural features of cultural significance; 

 geological sites of scientific or cultural importance; 

 archaeological and palaeontological sites; 

 graves and burial grounds, and 

 sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in South Africa; 

 

Holocene 

The most recent geological time period which commenced 10 000 years ago. 

 

Late Stone Age 

The archaeology of the last 30 000 years associated with fully modern people. 

 

Late Iron Age (Early Farming Communities) 

The archaeology of the last 1000 years up to the 1800’s, associated with iron-working and 

farming activities such as herding and agriculture. 

 

Middle Stone Age 

The archaeology of the Stone Age between 30 000-300 000 years ago, associated with early 

modern humans. 

 

Palaeontology 

Any fossilised remains or fossil trace of animals or plants which lived in the geological past, 

other than fossil fuels or fossiliferous rock intended for industrial use, and any site which 

contains such fossilised remains or trace. 
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Table 1 – List of abbreviations used in this report 

Abbreviations Description 

AIA Archaeological Impact Assessment  

ASAPA Association of South African Professional Archaeologists 

CRM Cultural Resource Management 

DEA Department of Environmental Affairs 

DWS Department of Water and Sanitation 

ECO Environmental Control Officer 

EAP Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

ESA Early Stone Age 

GPS Global Positioning System 

HIA Heritage Impact Assessment 

IAP Interested and Affected Party 

LSA Late Stone Age 

LIA Late Iron Age 

MSA Middle Stone Age 

MIA Middle Iron Age 

NEMA National Environmental Management Act 

NHRA National Heritage Resources Act 

PHRA Provincial Heritage Resources Authority 

PSSA Palaeontological Society of South Africa 

SADC Southern African Development Community 

SAHRA South African Heritage Resources Agency 
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Figure 1 – Human and Cultural Timeline in Africa (Morris, 2008) 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd was appointed by GCS Water and Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd to 

undertake a Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) for the proposed development of the new 

Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre, City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality, Gauteng Province.   

1.1 Scope of the Study 

 
The aim of the study is to identify possible heritage sites and finds that may occur in the proposed 

study area.  

 

The Heritage Impact Assessment aims to inform the EIA to assist the developer in managing the 

discovered heritage resources in a responsible manner, in order to protect, preserve, and develop 

them within the framework provided by the National Heritage Resources Act of 1999 (Act 25 of 

1999) (NHRA). 

1.2 Specialist Qualifications 

 
This HIA Report was compiled by PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd.  

 

The staff at PGS has a combined experience of nearly 40 years in the heritage consulting industry. 

PGS and its staff have extensive experience in managing HIA processes. PGS will only undertake 

heritage assessment work where they have the relevant expertise and experience to undertake 

that work competently.   

 

The following individuals were involved with this study: 

 

 Mr Polke Birkholtz, the project manager and principal heritage specialist, is registered with 

the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists (ASAPA) as a 

Professional Archaeologist and is also accredited with the CRM Section of the same 

association. He has 18 years of experience in the heritage assessment and management 

field and holds a B.A. (cum laude) from the University of Pretoria specialising in 

Archaeology, Anthropology and History and a B.A. (Hons.) in Archaeology (cum laude) 

from the same institution. 

 

 Mauritz Naude is an architectural historian and conservationist. He assists heritage 

practitioners as private consultant in the assessment of historic buildings and sites, is a 

contract lecturer at the Departments of Architecture, Visual Arts and Building Sciences 

(University of Pretoria) and is a research fellow at the Department of Architecture (Tshwane 

University of Technology). He is also a contract lecturer for the course on Environmental 

Law at the Centre for Environmental Management (CEM – University of the Northwest). 
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He has more than 35 years’ experience in the curation and conservation of historic 

buildings. He holds degrees in Archaeology, Art History (Hons), a post graduate diploma 

in Museology, a MA-Architecture in conservation (WITS) and is currently completing his 

PHd at the Department of Architecture and Landscape Architecture (University of Pretoria). 

He is the author of 42 peer reviewed articles and an equal number of popular papers on 

various topics relating to architectural history, vernacular architecture and building 

technology.          

 

1.3 Assumptions and Limitations 

 
The following assumptions and limitations regarding this study and report exist: 

 

 Not detracting in any way from the comprehensiveness of the fieldwork undertaken, it is 

necessary to realise that the heritage resources located during the fieldwork do not 

necessarily represent all the possible heritage resources present within the area.  In fact, 

due to the dense vegetation and steep topographic gradients found within the study area, 

it is highly likely for the present identified heritage sites not be a complete record of all the 

archaeological and heritage resources located within the study area.  

 

Such observed or located heritage features and/or objects may not be disturbed or 

removed in any way until such time that the heritage specialist has been able to make an 

assessment as to the significance of the site (or material) in question. This applies to graves 

and cemeteries as well. In the event that any graves or burial places are located during the 

development, the procedures and requirements pertaining to graves and burials will apply 

as set out below.  

 
 The respective ages of the buildings included in this report, were obtained from an 

assessment of the available historic aerial photographs taken in 1939 and 1961. In turn, 

the ages of these two aerial photographs were obtained from National Geo-spatial 

information, a component of the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform.  

1.4 Legislative Context 

 
The identification, evaluation and assessment of any cultural heritage site, artefact or find in the 

South African context is required and governed by the following legislation: 

 

 National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of 1998 

 National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA), Act 25 of 1999 

 Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA), Act 28 of 2002  
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The following sections in each Act refer directly to the identification, evaluation and assessment 

of cultural heritage resources. 

 

 National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) Act 107 of 1998 

 

o Basic Assessment (BEA) – Section (23)(2)(d) 

o Scoping Report (SR) – Section (29)(1)(d) 

o Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) – Section (32)(2)(d) 

o Environmental Management Plan (EMPr) – Section (34)(b) 

 
 National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) Act 25 of 1999 

 

o Protection of Heritage Resources – Sections 34 to 36; and 

o Heritage Resources Management – Section 38 

 
 Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA) Act 28 of 2002  

 

o Section 39(3) 

 

The NHRA stipulates that cultural heritage resources may not be disturbed without authorization 

from the relevant heritage authority. Section 34(1) of the NHRA states that, “no person may alter 

or demolish any structure or part of a structure which is older than 60 years without a permit issued 

by the relevant provincial heritage resources authority…” The NHRA is utilized as the basis for the 

identification, evaluation and management of heritage resources and in the case of CRM those 

resources specifically impacted on by development as stipulated in Section 38 of NHRA.  This study 

falls under s38(8) and requires comment from the relevant heritage resources authority. 
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2 TECHNICAL DETAILS OF THE PROJECT 

2.1 Locality  

 

Study Area 
Coordinates 

Northernmost point:  

S 25.734435 
E 28.199873 

Easternmost point:  

S 25.735914 
E 28.201197 

Southernmost point:  

S 25.736906 
E 28.198374 

Westernmost point:  

S 25.736817 
E 28.198304 

Location The study area is located on the corner of Soutpansberg and Dr Savage Roads 
and is situated immediately south-west of the Steve Biko Academic Hospital in 
Pretoria, Gauteng Province.  

Property Portion 51 of the farm Prinshof 349 JR 

Topographic Map  2528CA 

Study Area Extent The extent of the study area is approximately 4 hectares. 

 

 

Figure 2 – Google Earth image depicting the study area within its wider surroundings. 
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Figure 3 – Google Earth image depicting the study area with its boundary shown in red. 
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2.2 Technical Project Description 

 

The following description for the proposed development was extracted from a letter compiled by 

the project architect, Mr B. Nkwakhwa. 

 

The Gauteng Department of Infrastructure Development has identified a need for a new 

rehabilitation hospital to replace the existing hospital in Pretoria. The client has decided to have the 

existing structures demolished and to have a new building built that complies with national 

standards and good building practices. 

 

The hospital needs to remain active during construction period so the moving patients, functions 

and departments will need to be planned for during the demolishing of the old and the construction 

of the new buildings.  

 

The facility will be specialized for people with disabilities and will service the whole Gauteng 

province. The new hospital will be a 150 bed specialized rehabilitation hospital which adopts both 

definitions of rehabilitations. 

 

Please refer Appendix C for the proposed development layout plans. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 – Depiction of a 3D model of the proposed development. This view is from the south-
west. Image supplied by client.  
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Figure 5 – Depiction of a 3D model of the proposed development. This view shows the entrance 
to the proposed hospital. Image supplied by client.  

 

 

Figure 6 – Depiction of a 3D model of the proposed development. This view shows the entrance 
to the building. Image supplied by client.  

 

 

Figure 7 – Depiction of a 3D model of the proposed development. This image shows an oblique 
view across the proposed development as seen from the north-west. Image supplied by client.  
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3 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Methodology for Assessing Heritage Site Significance 

 

This report was compiled by PGS Heritage for the proposed New Tshwane Rehabilitation Hospital.  

 

The applicable maps, tables and figures are included as stipulated in the NHRA (no 25 of 1999) 

and the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (no 107 of 1998). The HIA process 

consisted of three steps: 

 

Step I – Desktop Study: A historical overview of the study area was undertaken. This work was 

augmented by an assessment of reports and data contained on the South African Heritage 

Resources Information System (SAHRIS). Additionally, an assessment was made of the available 

historic aerial photographs. All these desktop study components were undertaken to support the 

fieldwork.  

 

Step II – Field Survey: The fieldwork component of the study was aimed at identifying tangible 

remains of archaeological, historical and heritage significance. The fieldwork was undertaken by 

way of a walkthroughs of the study area. This walkthrough was undertaken by an experienced 

fieldwork team comprising a heritage specialist / archaeologist (Polke Birkholtz) and an 

architectural historian (Mauritz Naudé). The fieldwork was undertaken on Tuesday, 24 July 2018. 

Throughout the fieldwork, hand-held GPS devices were used to record the track logs showing the 

routes followed by the two archaeological fieldwork teams. All sites identified during the fieldwork 

were photographically and qualitatively recorded, and their respective localities documented. 

 

Step III – Report: The final step involved the recording and documentation of relevant heritage 

resources, as well as the assessment of resources regarding the heritage impact assessment 

criteria and report writing, as well as mapping and recommendations. 

 

The significance of heritage sites was based on five main criteria:  

 

 site integrity (i.e. primary vs. secondary context),  

 amount of deposit, range of features (e.g., stonewalling, stone tools and enclosures),  

 Density of scatter (dispersed scatter) 

o Low - <10/50m2 

o Medium - 10-50/50m2 

o High - >50/50m2 

 uniqueness and  

 potential to answer present research questions.  
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Management actions and recommended mitigation, which will result in a reduction in the impact on 

the sites, will be expressed as follows: 

 

A - No further action necessary; 

B - Mapping of the site and controlled sampling required; 

C - No-go or relocate development position 

D - Preserve site, or extensive data collection and mapping of the site; and 

E - Preserve site 

 

Site Significance 

 

Site significance classification standards prescribed by the South African Heritage Resources 

Agency (2006) and approved by the Association for Southern African Professional Archaeologists 

(ASAPA) for the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region, were used for the 

purpose of this report (see Table 2). 

 

Table 2 – Site significance classification as prescribed by SAHRA 

FIELD RATING GRADE SIGNIFICANCE RECOMMENDED 
MITIGATION 

National Significance (NS) Grade 1 - Conservation; National Site 
nomination 

Provincial Significance (PS) Grade 2 - Conservation; Provincial Site 
nomination 

Local Significance (LS) Grade 3A High  Conservation; Mitigation not 
advised 

Local Significance (LS) Grade 3B High  Mitigation (Part of site should 
be retained) 

Generally Protected A (GP.A) Grade 4A High/Medium Mitigation before destruction 

Generally Protected B (GP.B) Grade 4B Medium  Recording before destruction 

Generally Protected C (GP.C) Grade 4D Low  Destruction 

 

 
3.2 Methodology for Impact Assessment 

 

In order to ensure uniformity, a standard impact assessment methodology has been utilised so that 

a wide range of impacts can be compared. The impact assessment methodology makes provision 

for the assessment of impacts against the following criteria: 

 

 Significance; 

 Spatial scale;  
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 Temporal scale;  

 Probability; and  

 Degree of certainty. 

 

A combined quantitative and qualitative methodology was used to describe impacts for each of the 

aforementioned assessment criteria.  

 

A summary of each of the qualitative descriptors, along with the equivalent quantitative rating scale 

for each of the aforementioned criteria, is given in Table 3 below. 

 

Table 3 – Quantitative rating and equivalent descriptors for the impact assessment criteria 

RATING SIGNIFICANCE EXTENT SCALE TEMPORAL 
SCALE 

1 VERY LOW Isolated corridor / proposed corridor Incidental 

2 LOW Study area Short-term 

3 MODERATE Local Medium-term 

4 HIGH Regional / Provincial Long-term 

5 VERY HIGH Global / National Permanent 

 

A more detailed description of each of the assessment criteria is given in the sections that follow 

below. 

 

Significance Assessment 

 

The significance rating (importance) of the associated impacts embraces the notion of extent and 

magnitude, but does not always clearly define these, since their importance in the rating scale is 

very relative. For example, 10 structures younger than 60 years might be affected by a proposed 

development, and if destroyed the impact can be considered as VERY LOW in that the structures 

are all of Low Heritage Significance. If two of the structures are older than 60 years and of historic 

significance, and as a result of High Heritage Significance, the impact will be considered to be 

HIGH to VERY HIGH.  

 

A more detailed description of the impact significance rating scale is given in Table 4 below. 
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Table 4 – Description of the significance rating scale 

RATING DESCRIPTION 

5 VERY HIGH Of the highest order possible within the bounds of impacts which could 

occur.  In the case of adverse impacts:  there is no possible mitigation 

and/or remedial activity which could offset the impact.  In the case of 

beneficial impacts, there is no real alternative to achieving this benefit. 

4 HIGH Impact is of substantial order within the bounds of impacts which could 

occur.  In the case of adverse impacts:  mitigation and/or remedial activity 

is feasible but difficult, expensive, time-consuming or some combination 

of these.  In the case of beneficial impacts, other means of achieving this 

benefit are feasible but they are more difficult, expensive, time-consuming 

or some combination of these. 

3 MODERATE Impact is real but not substantial in relation to other impacts, which might 

take effect within the bounds of those which could occur.  In the case of 

adverse impacts:  mitigation and/or remedial activity are both feasible and 

fairly easily possible. In the case of beneficial impacts:  other means of 

achieving this benefit are about equal in time, cost, effort, etc. 

2 LOW Impact is of a low order and therefore likely to have little real effect.  In the 

case of adverse impacts:  mitigation and/or remedial activity is either 

easily achieved or little will be required, or both.  In the case of beneficial 

impacts, alternative means for achieving this benefit are likely to be 

easier, cheaper, more effective, less time consuming, or some 

combination of these. 

1 VERY LOW Impact is negligible within the bounds of impacts which could occur.  In 

the case of adverse impacts, almost no mitigation and/or remedial activity 

is needed, and any minor steps which might be needed are easy, cheap, 

and simple.  In the case of beneficial impacts, alternative means are 

almost all likely to be better, in one or a number of ways, than this means 

of achieving the benefit.  Three additional categories must also be used 

where relevant.  They are in addition to the category represented on the 

scale, and if used, will replace the scale. 

0 NO IMPACT There is no impact at all - not even a very low impact on a party or system. 

 

Spatial Scale 

 

The spatial scale refers to the extent of the impact i.e. will the impact be felt at the local, regional, 

or global scale.  

 

The spatial assessment scale is described in more detail in Table 5 below. 
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Table 5 – Description of the spatial significance rating scale 

RATING DESCRIPTION 

5 Global/National The maximum extent of any impact.   

4 Regional/Provincial The spatial scale is moderate within the bounds of possible 

impacts, and will be felt at a regional scale (District Municipality to 

Provincial Level). The impact will affect an area up to 50 km from 

the proposed site / corridor. 

3 Local The impact will affect an area up to 5 km from the proposed site. 

2 Study Area The impact will affect an area not exceeding the boundary of the 

study area. 

1 Isolated Sites / 

proposed site 

The impact will affect an area no bigger than the site. 

 

Temporal/Duration Scale 

 

In order to accurately describe the impact, it is necessary to understand the duration and 

persistence of an impact in the environment. The temporal or duration scale is rated according to 

criteria set out in Table 6 below. 

 

Table 6 – Description of the temporal rating scale 

RATING DESCRIPTION 

1 Incidental The impact will be limited to isolated incidences that are expected 

to occur very sporadically. 

2 Short-term The environmental impact identified will operate for the duration of 

the construction phase or a period of less than 5 years, whichever 

is the greater. 

3 Medium-term The environmental impact identified will operate for the duration of 

life of the project. 

4 Long-term The environmental impact identified will operate beyond the life of 

operation of the project. 

5 Permanent The environmental impact will be permanent. 

 

Degree of Probability 

 

The probability or likelihood of an impact occurring will be outlined in Table 7 below.  
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Table 7 – Description of the degree of probability of an impact occurring 

RATING DESCRIPTION 

1 Practically impossible 

2 Unlikely 

3 Could happen  

4 Very likely 

5 It’s going to happen / has occurred 

 

Degree of Certainty 

 

It is not possible to be 100% certain of all facts, and for this reason a standard “degree of certainty” 

scale is used, as discussed in Table 8. The level of detail for specialist studies is determined 

according to the degree of certainty required for decision-making.  

 

Table 8 – Description of the degree of certainty rating scale 

RATING DESCRIPTION 

Definite More than 90% sure of a particular fact. 

Probable Between 70 and 90% sure of a particular fact, or of the likelihood of 

that impact occurring. 

Possible Between 40 and 70% sure of a particular fact, or of the likelihood of 

an impact occurring. 

Unsure Less than 40% sure of a particular fact or the likelihood of an impact 

occurring. 

Can’t know The consultant believes an assessment is not possible even with 

additional research. 

 

Quantitative Description of Impacts 

 

To allow for impacts to be described in a quantitative manner, in addition to the qualitative 

description given above, a rating scale of between 1 and 5 was used for each of the assessment 

criteria. Thus the total value of the impact is described as the function of significance, spatial and 

temporal scale, as described below: 

 

Impact Risk = (SIGNIFICANCE +Spatial+ Temporal) X Probability 

    3   5 

 

An example of how this rating scale is applied is shown below: 
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Table 9 – Example of rating scale 

 

Note: The significance, spatial and temporal scales are added to give a total of 8, which is divided 

by 3 to give a criterion rating of 2.67. The probability (3) is divided by 5 to give a probability rating 

of 0.6.  The criteria rating of 2.67 is then multiplied by the probability rating (0,6) to give the final 

rating of 1,6. 

 

The impact risk is classified according to five classes as described in the table below. 

 

Table 10 – Impact Risk Classes 

RATING IMPACT CLASS DESCRIPTION 

0.1 – 1.0 1 Very Low 

1.1 – 2.0 2 Low 

2.1 – 3.0 3 Moderate 

3.1 – 4.0 4 High 

4.1 – 5.0 5 Very High 

 

Therefore, with reference to the example used for heritage structures above, an impact rating of 

1.6 will fall in the Impact Class 2, which will be considered to be a low impact. 

  

IMPACT SIGNIFICANCE SPATIAL 

SCALE 

TEMPORAL 

SCALE 

PROBABILITY RATING 

 Low Local Medium 

Term 

Could Happen Low 

Impact on 

heritage 

structures 

2 3 3 3 1.6 
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4 CURRENT STATUS QUO 

4.1 General description of the Study Area 

 
The study area is located on Portion 51 of the farm Prinshof 349 JR in Pretoria, Gauteng Province. 

It is located on the corner of Soutpansberg and Dr Savage Roads and is situated south-west of the 

Steve Biko Academic Hospital.  

 

The study area comprises a built-up urban property which does not possess any undisturbed, 

undisturbed or unmodified portions of land. It is the result of development and modification of the 

property over the last nearly 80 years.  

 

Significant components of the study area are covered in buildings, with the deficit of the property 

covered with sports facilties, parking and gardens. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8 – General view of a section of the study area showing some of the buildings 
characterising the property.  
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Figure 9 – View of some of the gardens and walkways found in sections of the study area.     
 
 

 

 

Figure 10 – These sports fields are found in the eastern component of the study area.    
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5 DESKTOP STUDY FINDINGS 

5.1 Prehistory of the Study Area and Surroundings 

DATE DESCRIPTION 

2.5 million to 250 
000 years ago 

The Earlier Stone Age is the first and oldest phase identified in South 
Africa’s archaeological history and comprises two technological phases. 
The earliest of these is known as Oldowan and is associated with crude 
flakes and hammer stones. It dates to approximately 2 million years ago. 
The second technological phase is the Acheulian and comprises more 
refined and better made stone artefacts such as the cleaver and bifacial 
hand axe. The Acheulian dates back to approximately 1.5 million years 
ago.   

No known Early Stone Age sites are known from the study area or its 
immediate surroundings.  

250 000 to 40 000 
years ago 

The Middle Stone Age (MSA) is the second oldest phase identified in 
South Africa’s archaeological history. This phase is associated with 
flakes, points and blades manufactured by means of the so-called 
‘prepared core’ technique.  

No known Middle Stone Age sites are known from the study area or its 
immediate surroundings. 

40 000 years ago to 
the historic past 

The Later Stone Age is the third archaeological phase identified and is 
associated with an abundance of very small artefacts known as 
microliths.  

No known Later Stone Age sites are known from the study area or its 
immediate surroundings. 

AD 450 – AD 750 

The Mzonjani facies of the Kwale Branch of the Urewe Ceramic Tradition 
represents the earliest known Iron Age period within the surroundings of 
the study area. The decoration on the ceramics from this facies is 
characterised by punctates on the rim as well as spaced motifs on the 
shoulder (Huffman, 2007). 

No sites associated with Mzonjani pottery are known from within the 
study area or its immediate surroundings.  

AD 1450 – AD 1650 

The Ntsuanatsatsi facies of the Blackburn Branch of the Urewe Ceramic 
Tradition represents the second known Iron Age period within the 
surroundings of the study area. The decoration on the ceramics from this 
facies is characterised by a broad band of stamping in the neck, stamped 
arcades on the shoulder and appliqué (Huffman, 2007). 

Huffman (2007) suggests that the Ntsuanatsatsi facies can be directly 
linked to the early Bafokeng who regarding this theory were the first Mbo 
Nguni people to leave present-day KwaZulu-Natal.    

No sites associated with Ntsuanatsatsi pottery are known from within the 
study area or its immediate surroundings. 

AD 1500 - AD 1700 

The Olifantspoort facies of the Moloko Branch of the Urewe Ceramic 
Tradition is the third Iron Age facies to be identified within the 
surroundings of the study area. The Olifantspoort facies can likely be 
dated to between AD 1500 and AD 1700. The key features of the 



 

Heritage Impact Assessment - Proposed New Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre – Final Report 

18 September 2020         Page 13  

decoration used on the ceramics from this facies include multiple bands 
of fine stamping or narrow incision separated by colour (Huffman, 2007).  

The type site for this facies is located on the farm Olfantspoort 328 JQ, 
which is situated near Rustenburg in the North West Province.  

The Olifantspoort facies holds an important position in the sequence of 
the Moloko or Sotho-Tswana group. The earliest facies to be associated 
with the Moloko is the Icon facies (AD 1300 – 1500), with sites found 
across large sections of what is today the Limpopo Province. The Icon 
facies resulted in three different and parallel Iron Age facies, namely the 
Madikwe facies (AD 1500 – 1700) (which in turn led to the Buispoort 
facies between AD 1700 and 1850), the Letsibogo facies (AD 1500 – 
1700) and thirdly the Olifantspoort facies. The Olfantspoort facies 
developed into the Thabeng facies (AD 1700 – 1850) (Huffman, 2007). It 
is therefore evident that the Olifantspoort facies represents a key pillar in 
our understanding of the origins and sequence of the Sotho-Tswana 
people of today (Huffman, 2007). 

No sites associated with Olifantspoort pottery are known from within the 
study area or its immediate surroundings. 

AD 1650 – AD 1850 

The Uitkomst facies of the Blackburn Branch of the Urewe Ceramic 
Tradition represents the third Iron Age period to be identified for the 
surroundings of the study area. This facies can likely be dated to between 
AD 1650 and AD 1820. The decoration on the ceramics associated with 
this facies is characterised by stamped arcades, appliqué of parallel 
incisions, stamping and cord impressions and is described as a mixture 
of the characteristics of both Ntsuanatsatsi (Nguni) and Olifantspoort 
(Sotho) (Huffman, 2007).  

The type-site is Uitkomst Cave, which is situated approximately 30.4km 
north-west of the study area. The site was excavated by Professor R.J. 
Mason of the University of the Witwatersrand as part of a project to 
excavate five cave sites in the Witwatersrand-Magaliesberg area. These 
five sites are Glenferness, Hennops River, Pietkloof, Zwartkops and 
Uitkomst. Uitkomst was chosen as the type site for the particular Iron Age 
material excavated at these sites as the Uitkomst deposit was found to 
be well stratified and the site “...illustrates the combination of a certain 
kind of pottery with evidence for metal and food production and stone wall 
building found at the open sites...” (Mason, 1962:385).  

The Uitkomst pottery is viewed as a combination of Ntsuanatsatsi and 
Olifantspoort, and with the Makgwareng facies is seen as the successors 
to the Ntsuanatsatsi facies. The Ntsuanatsatsi facies is closely related to 
the oral histories of the Early Fokeng people and represents the earliest 
known movement of Nguni people out of Kwazulu-Natal into the inland 
areas of South Africa. Regarding this theory, the Bafokeng settled at 
Ntsuanatsatsi Hill in the present-day Free State Province. Subsequently, 
the BaKwena lineage had broken away from the Bahurutshe cluster and 
crossed southward over the Vaal River to come in contact with the 
Bafokeng. As a result of this contact a Bafokeng-Bakwena cluster was 
formed, which moved northward and became further ‘Sotho-ised’ by 
coming into increasing contact with other Sotho-Tswana groups. 
According to this theory, this eventually resulted in the appearance of 
Uitkomst facies type pottery which contained elements of both Nguni and 
Sotho-Tswana speakers (Huffman, 2007). Huffman states that that the 
Uitkomst facies is directly associated with the Bafokeng (Huffman, 2007). 
However, it worth noting that not all researchers agree with this 
preposition of the Bafokeng origins. In their book on the history of the 
Bafokeng, Bernard Mbenga and Andrew Mason indicate that the 
research of Prof. R.J. Mason and Dr. J.C.C. Pistorius “...would indicate 
that the Bafokeng originated from the Bahurutshe-Bakwena-Bakgatla 
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lineage cluster. Tom Huffman holds a different view...” (Mbenga & 
Mason, 2010).  

No sites associated with Uitkomst pottery are known from within the study 
area or its immediate surroundings. 

AD 1700 – AD 1840 

The Buispoort facies of the Moloko branch of the Urewe Ceramic 
Tradition is the next phase to be identified within the study area’s 
surroundings. It is most likely dated to between AD 1700 and AD 1840. 
The key features on the decorated ceramics include rim notching, 
broadly incised chevrons and white bands, all with red ochre (Huffman, 
2007). It is believed that the Madikwe facies developed into the Buispoort 
facies. The Buispoort facies is associated with sites such as Boschhoek, 
Buffelshoek, Kaditshwene, Molokwane and Olifantspoort (Huffman, 
2007).    

No sites associated with Buispoort pottery are known from within the 
study area or its immediate surroundings. 

 
 

5.2 Historical overview of the Study Area 

In this section and overview will be provided of the history of the study area as revealed by archival 

and historical desktop research.   

 

5.2.1 Period before the Construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital 

 
Before the construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital during the 1940s, the study area appears to 

have comprised an undeveloped portion of land. After the establishment of Pretoria in 1855, this 

portion of veld was located on the north-eastern outskirts of this town. The nearest known landmark 

to the study area at the time was a drift over the Apies River named Hove’s Drift.  

 

A couple of maps are depicted on the subsequent pages to illustrate the characteristics of the study 

area before the construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital. The map depicted in Figure 9 below, was 

compiled in c. 1892 and clearly indicates that the study area fell outside of the urban edge of the 

town of Pretoria, with the only feature depicted in proximity to the study area a wagon road leading 

to Wonderboompoort. Incidentally, this road would have led all the way to the Waterberg and 

Soutpansberg areas, which explains why the current name for this road is still Soutpansberg Road. 

 

An unnamed street map of Pretoria that was compiled in 1929 is depicted in Figure 10. This map 

provides the viewer with the characteristics of the study area during the 1920s. Again, no 

development or buildings are indicated within the study area. A short distance north-east of the 

study area, the Pretoria General Hospital as well as the ‘Louis Botha Home’ are shown. This latter 

building was the Louis Botha Memorial Children’s Home and appears to have been erected in 1923.    

 

In terms of the hospital, its foundation stone was laid on 22 April 1927. The hospital was used for 

the first time on 14 March 1932. Between its opening and 1967, the hospital was named the Pretoria 

General Hospital. In 1967 it was renamed the H.F. Verwoerd Hospital. This name remained until 
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1997, when the hospital was renamed the Pretoria Academic Hospital. In 2008, the hospital was 

named the Steve Biko Academic Hospital (www.sbah.org.za). 

 

 

Figure 11 – Section of an archival map titled ‘Plan van Pretoria Voorsteden en Omliggende 
Gronden’ that was compiled in c. 1892. The approximate position of the study area is indicated on 

this map. This map indicates that during the early 1890s the study area fell outside the urban 
edge of Pretoria with no evidence for buildings or development visible in its immediate 

surroundings. The road that crosses the Apies River and passes south of the study area, is 
indicated to lead to Wonderboompoort (‘Naar Wonderboompoort’). It is quite clear that this road is 

the start of Soutpansberg Road of today (National Archives, Maps, S 2/98). 

Study Area 
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Figure 12 – Section of presently unknown road map that was compiled in 1929. The approximate 
position of the study area is indicated on this map. As was the case with the previous map, no 

evidence for buildings or development within the study area or its immediate surroundings can be 
seen. A short distance north-east of the study area, the Pretoria General Hospital is shown. 

Immediately south of the hospital, a building named the ‘Louis Botha Home’ is also depicted. This 
latter building was the Louis Botha Memorial Home for Children that was erected in 1923.  

 

 

5.2.2 Construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital 

 

5.2.2.1 Planning the Construction of the Hospital 

 

William Richard Morris, the 1st Viscount Nuffield, of Nuffield in England and founder of the Morris 

Motor Company, donated the sum of £100 000 in 1937 to the government of the Union of South 

Africa “…for the development of Orthopaedic Surgery…and for the discovery and cure of crippling 

diseases in South Africa.” (The Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery 1999).   

Study Area 
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In 1939 the government of the Union of South Africa established a National Council for the Care of 

Cripples in South Africa to manage the donation. The National Council for the Care of Cripples then 

appointed a Steering Committee, who had to decide how best the donation from Lord Nuffield 

should be spent. This committee comprised Dr Millie Krause as chairwoman with three orthopaedic 

surgeons as members, namely Dr F.P. Fouche, Dr G.T. du Toit and Dr J.M. Edelstein. 

 

 

Figure 13 – Front page of the Annual Report of the National Council for the Care of Cripples in 
South Africa for the period between 1947 and 1948 (National Archives, GES, 2321, 133/38E) 
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The Steering Committee decided to spend £35 000 on the construction of an orthopaedic children’s 

hospital in Pretoria. Deliberations with the Transvaal provincial authorities followed. These 

deliberations and a further donation of £15 000 received from the Pretoria and Northern Transvaal 

Cripples’ Care Association, led to the decision to construct an orthopaedic centre to treat both 

children and adult orthopaedic patients (Serfontein & Snyman 1977).   

 

According to the annual report of the Pretoria and Northern Transvaal Cripples’ Care Association 

dated 30 June 1949, the association was established in June 1941. At the time of its foundation, 

the association’s main focus was the ‘care of individual cripples’ as well as the erection of an After-

Care Home for Convalescent and Crippled Children. Beginning with a grant-in-aid of £3 500 from 

the Transval Provincial Administration and receipt of another £3 500 from the Nuffield Trust, the 

planning for the new facility grew to the extent that by 1944 an entire European Orthopaedic 

Hospital was envisaged. The Pretoria and Northern Transvaal Cripples’ Care Association donated 

the sum of £15 128 for the construction of this hospital (National Archives, GES, 2321, 133/38E). 

Negotiations between the National Council for the Care of Cripples in South Africa and the 

Transvaal Provincial Administration led to the provincial authority assuming full responsibility for 

the management, maintenance and running of the new orthopaedic hospital (Serfontein & Snyman 

1977).  

 

The government of the Union of South Africa was tasked with identifying, supplying and approving 

suitable land for the construction of the new orthopaedic hospital. Significant delays followed, and 

it was not until 1944 that such a parcel of land was made available (National Archives, GES, 2321, 

133/38E). This parcel of land comprised a section of the present study area. 

 

5.2.2.2 Construction of the Hospital 

 

Construction on the so-called Pretoria European Orthopaedic Hospital formally commenced on 7 

June 1945 (National Archives, GES, 2321, 133/38D). In a newsletter of the National Council for the 

Care of Cripples in South Africa dated September 1945, it is indicated that “…the building of the 

first section of the plans has been commenced – convalescent wards and administrative section. 

This initial portion of the £75,000 scheme will cost £51,000. The Pretoria Cripples’ Care Association 

Finance and Appeal Committee has the find £17,000 towards this projector and the Transvaal 

Province has agreed to find the balance.” (National Archives, GES, 2320, 133/38C).    

 

During a meeting of the National Council for the Care of Cripples in South Africa in 1947, it was 

resolved that the administrative section of the new hospital would be named the Lord Nuffield 

Section. During the same meeting, it was also indicated that although construction had largely been 

completed, the official opening of the hospital had to be delayed due to difficulties experienced in 

obtaining full equipment for the new hospital (National Archives, GES, 2321, 133/38D). 
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5.2.2.3 Official Opening of the Hospital 

 

The new Orthopaedic Hospital was officially opened on 22 October 1947 by the then Administrator 

of the Tranvsaal, General J.J. Pienaar (National Archives, GES, 2321, 133/38E). A plaque 

commemorating this event still hangs in the hall of the main hospital building.  

 

 

Figure 14 – This plaque hangs in the hall of the original hospital building. Photograph by Mauritz 
Naudé. It reads as follows: “This building was opened by His Excellency, the Administrator of 

Transvaal General J.J. Pienaar on 22 October 1947. An amount in excess of £15,000 that was 
collected by public goodwill was donated by the Pretoria and Northern Transvaal Cripples’ Care 

Association for the erection of this building.” 
 

 
According to the annual report of the National Council for the Care of Cripples in South Africa for 

the period 1947 to 1948, the hospital comprised the following components at the time of its opening: 

 

 Main Administrative Building named the Lord Nuffield Wing 

 Main Ward Block named the Dr A. Saunders Wing 

 Four Wards named the Baden-Powell Ward, the Iscor Steelworkers’ Ward, the J.N. 

Kirkness Ward and the Dr Hans Hugo Ward (National Archives, GES, 2321, 133/38E). 

 

In contrast, the annual report of the Pretoria and Northern Transvaal Cripples’ Care Association 

dated 30 June 1949, indicates that “…we have only one ward and some Ancillieries as yet…”. 

These words from this annual report seem to suggest that the hospital only comprised one ward 

with some associated buildings (National Archives, GES, 2321, 133/38E). It is not presently certain 

which of the two versions is correct.  
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5.2.3 Growth and Development of the Orthopaedic Hospital 

 

5.2.3.1 Expansion of the Hospital 

 

The Orthopaedic Centre, later named the Orthopaedic Section, was incorporated as the 

Orthopaedic Section of the then H.F. Verwoerd Hospital in 1952 and was managed as part of the 

hospital from then on. In early 1965 the Orthopaedic Section was given the status of an independent 

academic department at the medical university. At the time, Dr G.T. du Toit was appointed as 

Professor and temporary head of the department of Ortphopaedics. In 1966 Dr I.S. de Wet was 

appointed as lecturer and orthopaedic surgeon and by the middle of 1967 he was appointed as 

associate professor. In October 1971 Dr G.F. Dommisse was appointed as senior lecturer and by 

the middle of 1975 he was promoted to associate professor. At the beginning of 1971 Dr Du Toit 

resigned and from 9 June 1971 Dr I.S. de Wet was appointed as full professor and new head of 

the department (Serfontein & Snyman 1977). 

 
 

     

Figure 15 – Dr G.T. du Toit (left) was appointed the first professor and temporary head of the 
newly established Orthopaedic Department of the Medical University at the Pretoria General 
Hospital in 1965. Dr I.S. de Wet (right) had been associated with the same department since 

1966, and in June 1971 was promoted as full professor and head of the department (Serfontein & 
Snyman 1977:91). 

 

Between 1965 and 1977 the following components were added to the Orthopaedic Section: 

 

 An additional ward with 36 beds for men and women; 

 An intensive care section comprising four beds under supervision of a senior anaesthetist; 

 A fully functioning laboratory falling under the Department of Chemical Pathology; 

 A Charnley clean-air theatre was built in 1970 under close supervision of Dr G.T. du Toit, 
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which allowed for complete replacement arthroplasty procedures to be performed; 

 An improved plaster room with small theatre built; 

 Improved radio-diagnostic facilities for tomography, myelography and arteriography were 

established; and 

 A spinal unit with 21 beds and associated sports facilities were built in 1975. 

 

Of these buildings and additions made to the hospital between 1965 and 1977, only a few could 

confidently be identified within the study area. For example, both the spinal unit and associated 

sports facilities are still located within the study area. The building housing the spinal unit forms 

part of the building complex included in this report as Building 2. Furthermore, the ward comprising 

36 beds for both men and women is still located on the northern end of the study area, and forms 

part of the building complex identified as Building 2 in this report. 

  

Between 1947 and 1968 a physiotherapy section formed part of the orthopaedic hospital. In 1968 

it was moved over to the College of Physiotherapy at the University.  

 

In 1956 the orthopaedic technical workshop which had functioned from the main hospital building 

since 1946, was moved to the Orthopaedic Section. New buildings were also added to this section 

in c. 1977 to allow for the training of orthopaedic technicians.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 16 

 
A member of the orthopaedic technical 
staff from the Orthopaedic Hospital 
fitting prosthetic limbs to a patient 
(Serfontein & Snyman 1977:135).  
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5.2.3.2 Establishment and Expansion of the Hospital School 

 

In a letter written on 1 September 1949 by the Inspector of Education and addressed to the 

Transvaal Education Department, the recommendation was made for an ‘A’ grade assistant to be 

appointed to provide schooling for the children undergoing medical treatment at the Pretorial 

General Hospital. The letter states that “…in the children’s orthopaedic hospital there is a very 

attractive therapy room, as well as another room which would serve as a class room for these 

children able to take class room instruction…” (National Archives, TOD, 3677, ES3/1169/1). 

 

In February 1950, Miss M. Maakal was seconded to the Pretoria General Hospital to provide 

education to children at the Orthopaedic and Beatrix-street hospitals. The so-called hospital school 

became independent in April 1952 and in 1953 Miss Maakal was appointed principal. At this stage 

the hospital school had 5 teachers and a weekly average of 65 learners.  

 

The school expanded over time, and offices and classrooms were built. On 26 September 1962, 

the new school hall was opened by Mr A.J. Koen, the Deputy Director of Education. 

 

Miss Maakal was succeeded as principal in 1969 by Miss T.M. Meyer, who in turn was replaced by 

Miss H. de Villiers in December 1970. Since 1972 the services of the hospital school were 

expanded to include the Andrew McColm Hospital, the then Voortrekkerhoogte Military Hospital as 

well as the Weskoppies Hospital. It is important to note that although the hospital school served a 

number of institutions, its head office was always located at the orthopaedic centre.   

 

During the 1970s the average weekly number of learners attending the school increased to 

between 70 and 80 learners. As a result, the staff compliment of the school was also increased to 

a total of 10 teachers (Serfontein & Snyman 1977). 

 

A number of buildings from the south-eastern end of the study area evidently formed part of the 

hospital school that was established in 1950. See Buildings 4, 6 and 7.   
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Figure 18 – Miss H. de Villiers and her staff at the hospital school during the 1970s (Serfontein & 
Snyman 1977: 147). It seems likely for this photograph to have been taken from the embankment 

north of the school hall with the staff standing on the sports ground.     

Figure 17 

 
Miss M. Maakal, the first principal of the 
hospital school with one of the patient 
learners (Serfontein & Snyman 
1977:147).  
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5.2.3.3 Frozen Food Research 

 

Research into frozen food and frozen food systems was undertaken at the orthopaedic hospital’s 

kitchen during at least the 1970s. The results achieved by this research program was so positive 

that the same frozen food system was established at the Johannesburg General Hospital. 

 

 

Figure 19 – This photograph taken in c. 1977 shows the preparation of food at the frozen food 
factory located within the property of the Orthopaedic Section (Serfontein & Snyman 1977:140). 

 
 

5.2.3.4 Clubhouse 

 

The P.W. du Plessis Clubhouse is located near the north-eastern end of the study area and is 

included in this report as Building 5. No definite information regarding the history of this clubhouse 

could be found. It is also not certain after whom the clubhouse was named. This said, the South 

African Digest for 1969 indicates that a certain P.W. du Plessis was the Deputy Director of Hospital 

Services at the time (South African Digest 1969).  

 

It is possible that the clubhouse was named to honour this person. 
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5.3 Aerial Photographs depicting the Study Area 

Aerial photographs provide a valuable tool for establishing the chronology of buildings, as well as 

their approximate age. Such aerial photographs are also very helpful in compiling a historic overlay 

of a particular site. A sequence of aerial photographs was obtained for the study area. Images 

taken in 1958, 1961, 1964, 1969, 1977, 1984 and 1991 were obtained from the National Geo-

Spatial Information at the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform in Cape Town.  

 

In the section that follows, the relevant aerial photographs will be discussed. Any observations and 

conclusions that can be drawn from these aerial photographs will be outlined in these discussions. 

 

5.3.1 Aerial Photograph taken in 1958 

 

The oldest available aerial photograph depicting the study area that could be found, was taken in 

1958 (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 411_006_01690). The following observations can be made: 

 

 At the time that this aerial view was taken the study area was located in a landscape which 

had already experienced significant development. A short distance north-east of the study 

area, the Pretoria General Hospital is shown. This hospital was opened in 1932. 

 
 The roads currently bordering on the southern and western ends of the study area already 

existed in 1958. These roads are shown to be planted with lines of trees.  

 

The following features can be identified within the study area:  

 

 Feature 1 

 

A trapezium-shaped feature is shown here. It is possible that this feature, which does not 

exist anymore, may have been a sport and exercise area associated with the hospital. 

 

 Feature 2 

 

A small rectangular building and boundary wall are shown north of the hospital. The wall 

does not exist anymore, however the small rectangular building appears to be still located 

within the study area. This building was identified is included in this report as Building 14.  

 

 Feature 3 

 

The three buildings forming part of the original building complex of the hospital are depicted 

here. These buildings still exist and are discussed collectively as Building 1 in this report.  
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 Feature 4 

 

A cluster of buildings is depicted on the south-western end of the study area. It seems 

possible for this cluster of buildings to have been the original administrative section of the 

hospital and which was named the Lord Nuffield Wing. According to the historical imagery 

function of Google Earth Pro, these buildings were demolished between 7 September 2008 

and 13 September 2009. During the present fieldwork, only the foundation remains for 

these buildings could be identified. 

 

 Feature 5 

 

A small rectangular building is depicted here. According to the historical imagery function 

of Google Earth Pro, it was demolished between 8 February 2005 and 7 September 2008. 

The foundation remains for this building were observed during the fieldwork. 

 

 Feature 6 

 

A large number of rectangular barrack-like structures extend from within the study area 

toward the east and south-east. It is not presently known whether these buildings had a 

military or general governmental function and association or whether they formed part of 

the general functions of the nearby Pretoria General Hospital. All these buildings have been 

demolished for some time.  

 

 Feature 7 

 

Two buildings are depicted here. Their original function is not presently known. According 

to the historical imagery function of Google Earth Pro, these buildings were demolished 

between 8 February 2005 and 7 September 2008. During the present fieldwork, the 

foundation remains for these buildings were observed. 

 

 Feature 8 

 

Two buildings are depicted here. These buildings still exist and are discussed collectively 

as Building 3 in this report.  

 

 Feature 9 

 

At the time, two gates located on Dr. Savage and Soutpansberg Roads respectively, 

provided access to the hospital and through the site.   



 

Heritage Impact Assessment - Proposed New Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre – Final Report 

18 September 2020         Page 27  

 

Figure 20 – Wider view of the study area within its surroundings as depicted on the 1958 aerial 
photograph (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 411_006_01690). The approximate position of the 

boundaries of the study area are shown in red stippled line. 
 

 

Figure 21 – Closer view of the study area within its surroundings as depicted on the 1958 aerial 
photograph (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 411_006_01690). The approximate position of the 

boundaries of study area are shown in red stippled line. 
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5.3.2 Aerial Photograph taken in 1961 

 

The next available aerial photograph depicting the study area that could be found, was taken in 

1961 (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 438_005_04300). The following observations can be made: 

 

 The surroundings of the study area have experienced further development in the three 

years since the previous aerial photograph was taken. For example, the construction of the 

buildings associated with the facility today known as the Pretoria School for Cerebral 

Palsied Learners had evidently started. This facility is located west of the study area, on 

the opposite side of Dr. Savage Road.  

 

The following features can be identified within the study area:  

 

 Feature 1 

 

The trapezium-shaped feature from the previous aerial photograph has disappeared. 

Feature 1 shown on this image is a raised pipeline that still exists within the study area.  

 

 Feature 2 

 

The same boundary wall and small rectangular structure are again shown on this 1961 

aerial photograph. This boundary wall does not exist anymore, whereas the small 

rectangular building is included in this report as Building 14. 

 

 Feature 3 

 

The three buildings forming part of the original building complex of the hospital are again 

depicted here. Some minor additions had taken place in the three years since the previous 

image was taken. For example, what is believed to be a covered walkway was built 

between two of these buildings.  

 

 Feature 4 

 

The same cluster of buildings as depicted on the 1958 image is again shown. See detailed 

description from previous Feature 4. 

 

 Feature 5 

 

A small rectangular building is depicted here. According to the historical imagery function 

of Google Earth Pro, it was demolished between 8 February 2005 and 7 September 2008. 

The foundation remains for this building were observed during the fieldwork. 
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 Feature 6 

 

The same high number of rectangular barrack-like structures are again shown extending 

from within the study area toward the east and south-east. It is not presently known whether 

these buildings had a military or general governmental function and association or whether 

they formed part of the general functions of the nearby Pretoria General Hospital. All these 

buildings have been demolished for some time.  

 

 Feature 7 

 

Two buildings are depicted here. Their original function is not presently known. According 

to the historical imagery function of Google Earth Pro, these buildings were demolished 

between 8 February 2005 and 7 September 2008. During the present fieldwork, the 

foundation remains for these buildings were observed. 

 

 Feature 8 

 

These two buildings are again depicted on this aerial photograph. These buildings still exist 

and are discussed collectively as Building 3 in this report.  

 

 Feature 9 

 

The road passing in-between the hospital buildings through the study area is again shown. 

As indicated under Feature 9 in the previous section, gates located on Dr. Savage and 

Soutpansberg Roads respectively, provided access to the hospital and through the site.   

 

 Feature 10 

 

A building is shown adjoining a section of the original hospital complex. According to the 

historical imagery function of Google Earth Pro, this building was demolished between 8 

February 2005 and 7 September 2008. During the present fieldwork, the foundation 

remains for this building was observed. 
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Figure 22 – Wider view of the study area within its surroundings as depicted on the 1961 aerial 
photograph (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 438_005_04300). The approximate position of the 

boundaries of the study area are shown in red stippled line. 
 

 

Figure 23 – Closer view of the study area within its surroundings as depicted on the 1961 aerial 
photograph (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 438_005_04300). The approximate position of the 

boundaries of study area are shown in red stippled line. 
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5.3.3 Aerial Photograph taken in 1976 

 

The second oldest available aerial photograph depicting the study area that could be found, was 

taken in 1976 (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 769_015_09565). In general terms, the surroundings of 

the study area have experienced increased development since the previous photograph was taken.   

 

The following features can be identified within the study area:  

 

 Feature 1 

 

The raised pipeline that was depicted on the 1961 aerial photograph, is again shown.  

 

 Feature 2 

 

While the small rectangular building is still shown on this 1976 photograph, the boundary 

wall has disappeared.  

 

 Feature 3 

 

The three buildings forming part of the original hospital complex are again depicted here. 

Fomal gardens are shown for the first time in the area west of these buildings. 

 

 Feature 4 

 

The same cluster of buildings as depicted on the 1961 image is again shown on the south-

western end of the study area. Some additions to these buildings include a covered 

walkway linking the administrative building with the remainder of the hospital buildings. 

 

 Feature 5 

 

A cluster of large rectangular buildings is shown for the first time. These buildings include 

the hospital’s Spinal Unit as well as an additional patient ward. According to Serfontein and 

Snyman (1977), an additional ward with 36 beds for men and women was added to the 

hospital between 1965 and 1977 whereas a spinal unit with 21 beds was built in 1975. 

 

 Feature 6 

 

Sports fields are shown within the study area for the first time. These sports fields appear 

to have been constructed in the same area where the numerous barrack-like structures 

were first located. According to Serfontein and Snyman (1977), these sports fields were 

associated with the new Spinal Unit and were constructed in 1975.  
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 Feature 7 

 

A small rectangular building is depicted here. According to the historical imagery function 

of Google Earth Pro, it was demolished between 8 February 2005 and 7 September 2008. 

The foundation remains for this building were observed during the fieldwork. 

 

 Feature 8 

 

Two buildings are depicted here. Their original function is not presently known. According 

to the historical imagery function of Google Earth Pro, these buildings were demolished 

between 8 February 2005 and 7 September 2008. During the present fieldwork, the 

foundation remains for these buildings were observed. 

 

 Feature 9 

 

A long rectangular building is shown for the first time. This building still exists today and is 

included in this report as Building 4.  

 

 Feature 10 

 

These two buildings are again depicted on this aerial photograph. These buildings still exist 

and are discussed collectively as Building 3 in this report.  

 

 Feature 11 

 

A cluster comprising two small buildings is shown for the first time. These buildings still 

exist and are included in this report as Buildings 10 and 11. 

 

 Feature 12 

 

The road passing in-between the hospital buildings through the study area is again shown.  

 

 Feature 13 

 

A building is shown adjoining a section of the original hospital complex. This building does 

not exist anymore and was demolished between 2005 and 2008. 
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Figure 24 – Wider view of the study area within its surroundings as depicted on the 1976 aerial 
photograph (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 769_015_09565). The approximate position of the 

boundaries of the study area are shown in red stippled line. 
 

 

Figure 25 – Closer view of the study area within its surroundings as depicted on the 1976 aerial 
photograph (NGI, Aerial Photographs, 769_015_09565). The approximate position of the 

boundaries of study area are shown in red stippled line. 
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5.4 Previous Archaeological and Heritage Reports from the Study Area and Surroundings 

A search of known previous archaeological and heritage impact assessments, as well as previous 

heritage studies, was made using the South African Heritage Resources Information System 

(SAHRIS) database. None of these previous studies appear to have covered the present study 

area. Examples of previous reports from the surroundings of the study area are listed below:  

 

Birkholtz, P.D. & M. Naudé. 2004. Heritage Options Analysis for the Proposed New Head Office for 

the Department of Foreign Affairs, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. Unpublished report for the Holm 

Jordaan Group.   

 

This study was undertaken for the proposed new head office for the Department of Foreign Affairs. 

One of the development options that was assessed as part of the study area, was located south-

east of the present study area in an area known at the time as Oumashoop. No significant 

archaeological or heritage sites could be identified within this property.  

 

McClenaghan, C. 2013. Heritage Impact Assessment for Operation Reclaim. City of Tshwane 

Metropolitan Municipality. Unpublished report by Mashabane Rose Associates.  

 

This study was undertaken for a proposed revamp of roads and sidewalks in the CBD of Pretoria. 

The HIA included a historical report which highlighted the history of Pretoria and the significant 

buildings located within its CBD. The study area for this 2013 project is located roughly 823m south 

by south-west of the present study area. 
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6 FIELDWORK FINDINGS 

6.1 Introduction 

 
The field assessment of the study area was undertaken by an experienced fieldwork team 

comprising a heritage specialist / archaeologist (Polke Birkholtz) and an architectural historian 

(Mauritz Naudé).  

 

The site contains many buildings with a core of older buildings that defined the original needs and 

services rendered at the site. These older buildings were eventually connected and passages were 

constructed to link the various sections and wards of the hospital, allowing free movement from 

one building to the other. As the needs changed, service structures were added to accommodate 

the need for more power, generators, gas supply, loading and unloading areas and the addition of 

more wards and offices for staff. 

 

A diagram indicating the location, number and orientation of each building is indicated in Figure 25 

below. The coordinates for each of these identified buildings are provided in the table below. 

 

 

Figure 26 – A diagram indicating the location, number and orientation of each building located 
within the study area. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé.
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Table 11 – Coordinates for the Buildings identified within the Study Area 

BUILDING NUMBER LATITUDE 

Building 1 S 25.736056 
E 28.199478 

Building 2 S 25.735170 
E 28.199640 

Building 3 S 25.736260 
E 28.200017 

Building 4 S 25.736263 
E 28.200380 

Building 5 S 25.734935 
E 28.200202 

Building 6 S 25.735819 
E 28.200956 

Building 7 S 25.735667 
E 28.200768 

Building 8 S 25.735735 
E 28.198947 

Building 9 S 25.735272 
E 28.200013 

Building 10 S 25.736591 
E 28.199787 

Building 11 S 25.736529 
E 28.199849 

Building 12 S 25.735399 
E 28.199245 

Building 13 S 25.736581 
E 28.199352 

Building 14 S 25.735013 
E 28.199866 

 

 



 

Heritage Impact Assessment - Proposed New Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre – Final Report 

18 September 2020         Page 37  

 

Figure 27 – Google Earth image depicting the distribution of buildings that were identified within the study area. 
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6.2 Buildings identified within the Study Area 

6.2.1 Building 1 – Main Hospital 

 

General Description 

 

Although the main hospital seems to have been concentrated in certain buildings, these have since 

been connected and expanded to the point where it seems to be a single building. It remains hard 

to describe and categorise the shape and floor plan of the amalgamated hospital building. Due to 

these connections, the original hospital was defined as a single building for the purpose of this 

report. 

 

In the discussion that follows, the different components of Building 1 will be individually discussed 

and illustrated. In each case, the particular area under discussion will be marked on the site 

diagram. 

 

 

Figure 28 – Another view of the diagram indicating the particular component of Building 1 that will 
be discussed below. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

This building does not seem to form part of the original hospital as its architectural vocabulary is 

completely different. Some features relate to the older buildings on the site such as the small 

windows in the western elevation – gable end. The use of the orange-yellowish face bricks up to 

ceiling height of the ground floor level may imply that the building was extended upwards at some 

stage of its history. For this reason, the bricks used above this level are different and the 

architectural vocabulary also differs.  
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Figure 29 - Western elevation of the most northern part of the amalgamated hospital building. 
Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 

 

Figure 30 - Southwestern elevation of the northern part of the amalgamated hospital building 
Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 31 - Northern elevation of the northern section of the amalgamated hospital building 
Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 

 

Figure 32 – Another view of the diagram indicating the particular component of Building 1 that will 
be discussed below. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 
This is the most historical section of the hospital and this building may be the oldest on the site. 

The connecting building in Figure 30 may represent a second phase development and extension 



 

Heritage Impact Assessment - Proposed New Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre – Final Report 

18 September 2020         Page 41  

of the original building. The original building was constructed with a reddish face brick while this 

section was built with an orange-yellowish brick type.  

 

 

Figure 33 - View towards the southern elevation of the buildings linking the northern and middle 
sections of the hospital. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 34 - Northeastern elevation of the historical core and largest part of the hospital. 
Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 35 - Northeastern flank of the historical core of the hospital. Photograph taken by Mauritz 
Naudé. 

 
 
 

 

Figure 36 - Southern gable end of the historical core of the hospital. Photograph by Mauritz 
Naudé. 
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Figure 37 - Northern elevation of the services section of the core hospital. Photograph by Mauritz 
Naudé. 

 
 

 

Figure 38 - Southwestern elevation of the services section. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 39 - The main entrance into the older part of the hospital with canopy as a more  
recent addition. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

 

Figure 40 - Connecting section linking the northern and middle sections of the hospital. 
Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 41 – Another view of the diagram indicating the particular component of Building 1 that will 
be discussed below. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 

The buildings in this section of the hospital are constructed with a reddish face brick and form part 

of the original hospital building but also forms part of the leg defining the Y-shape of this part of the 

complex of buildings. All the buildings southwest of this point were constructed with orange-

yellowish face bricks suggesting that this may have been added later. 

 

 

 

Figure 42 - View towards the delivery area of the main hospital and the southern elevation  
of the Y-shaped building. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 43 – Eastern elevation of a section of the Y-shaped building. Photograph by Mauritz 
Naudé. 

 
 
 

 

Figure 44 – Western elevation of a section of the Y-shaped building. Photograph by Mauritz 
Naudé. 
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Figure 45 - Western gable end of the Y-shaped building with two later additions to accommodate 
generators and additional power supply units. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 
 

 

Figure 46 - General view of the western elevation of the Y-shaped building (right) with the current 
entrance to the hospital visible on the left. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.2 Building 2 – Hospital wards 

 

General Description 

 

This is the most northern section of the hospital with a view onto the garden. It is detached from 

the historical hospital building, is a single story building with a saddle roof and constructed with 

orange to yellowish face bricks. A veranda was added along the northern elevation. Part of the 

building has a U-shape creating a wide enclosure in between.  A small pool and a small staircase, 

used for therapy, were constructed in the enclosure. 

 

 

 

Figure 47 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 2 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 48 - Southern elevation of the ward section at Building 2. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 
 

 

Figure 49 - Western elevation and principal entrance into the ward section. Photograph by 
Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 50 - Northern elevation of the single story ward section. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

 

Figure 51 - Enclosure with a wide veranda protecting the small pool and staircase used 
for therapy. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.3 Building 3 – Hall with residences 

 

General Description  

 

The building is located near the southern end of the study area. It is comprised of two sections – 

one erected later than the other. The original building is located to the south and was constructed 

with red face bricks, while a single story building with plastered walls were added onto the northern 

elevation of the older building. 

 

Of special significance of this complex is the architectural features that form part of the exterior 

design of the building. The windows in the western elevation have projecting concrete block frame 

windows while the bottom of the building is characterized by a receding plinth.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 52 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 3 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 53 - Eastern elevation of small building with bedrooms. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
 

 

 

Figure 54 - Eastern elevation of the building complex consisting of a residential section  
and a ward section Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 55 - Large ward section with high roofed veranda. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 

 

Figure 56 - Architectural detailing around the windows and inverted plinth above the 
 ground surface. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.4 Building 4 – Recreation Hall 

 

General Description  

 

This is single story building with a simple rectangular floor plan designed to serve as recreational 

facility for staff.  

 

This building is constructed with a yellowish face brick similar to the bricks used at Building 2, 

suggesting that these were erected at the same time.    

 

 

 

 

Figure 57 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 4 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 58 - Eastern elevation and back of the centre. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

 

Figure 59 - Western elevation and main entrance of the centre. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.5 Building 5 - Clubhouse 

 

General Description  

 

This is face brick building with a saddle roof and wide fascia boarding strips around the entire 

building. The building may date to the period 1985 to 1993. It is used for recreational purposes and 

contains recreation areas and ablution facilities. A prominent features of the building is the wide 

covered stoep area with tiled surfaces. 

 

 

Figure 60 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 5 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 61 – The name of the clubhouse is indicated on two sides of the building. Photograph by 
Polke Birkholtz. 
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Figure 62 - Western elevation of the clubhouse with entrance towards the covered stoep area. 
Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 

 
 
 

 

Figure 63 - Southern elevation of the clubhouse. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.6 Building 6 - School 

 

General Description  

 

This is a prefabricated building consisting of asbestos sheeting for walling, a concrete floor and 

galvanized iron frame to which the asbestos sheets are mounted. 

 

 

Figure 64 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 6 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 65 – Southwestern elevation of the school building. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.7 Building 7 – School Annex 

 

General Description  

 

The building is partially obscured behind a concrete slab wall. It is a single story building and served 

as additional class rooms for the hospital school. 

 

 

 

Figure 66 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 7 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 67 – Southeastern elevation of the school annex. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.8 Building 8 – Entrance Guard House 

 

General Description  

 

This is a very recent building and may date to the period between 1994 and 2009. It is a single 

room structure with a flat parapet roof. 

 

 

Figure 68 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 8 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 69 – Eastern elevation of the guardhouse. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.9 Building 9 - Storage 

 

General Description  

 

A small single room building serving as service annex to Building 2. It was probably part of the 

original intent of the design of Building 2 as it is constructed with similar looking face bricks. 

 

 

Figure 70 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 9 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 71 – Northern elevation of the storage room. Photograph by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.10 Building 10 – Storage - Generator 

 

General Description 

 

The building is constructed with red face bricks suggesting that it may be contemporary with some 

of the buildings erected to link the original buildings with each other. The building is set on a plinth 

of concrete with brick walling on top. It has a saddle roof with wide eaves but without any fascia 

boarding. 

 

 

Figure 72 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 10 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 73 – Northeastern elevations of the storage and generator house. Photograph M. Naudé. 
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6.2.11 Building 11 - Storage 

 

General Description  

 

This building was added as a service annex to the hospital. The use of the building in 2018 is 

unknown as the windows are closed. It is located at the gable end of another building that served 

as an extension of the old part of the hospital. It has a flat roof with shallow eaves, the walls are 

plastered brick and standard steel frame windows were installed.   

 

 

Figure 74 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 11 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 75 – Southeastern elevation of the storage facility. Photograph M. Naudé. 
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6.2.12 Building 12 – Two open Carports (A and B) 

 

General Description  

 

As these structures cannot be considered real ‘buildings’, it would be sufficient to classify them as 

open sided carports. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 76 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 12 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.13 Building 13 - Storage 

 

General Description 

 

This building contains all the characteristics of a temporary storage facility that was erected without 

any standard specifications as set out by the Department of Public Works. It contains the 

architectural and technical characteristics of an outbuilding on a farm where no building regulations 

curb, guide or define the quality of building standards. It has plastered brick walls with standard 

steel frame doors and windows and a flat roof of corrugated iron with almost no eaves, no gutters 

and no downpipes, allowing almost no space for a ceiling inside. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 77 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 13 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 78 - Northeastern elevation of the storage room and office building. Photograph Mauritz 
Naudé. 

 

 

Figure 79 - Northern elevation of the storage area and office building. Photograph Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.2.14 Building 14 – Storage Room 

 

General Description 

 

This is a single story building detached from any other building and located in an awkward position 

in relation to the other buildings on the site. It serves as storage facility and small office. The building 

has a standard concrete foundation but is surrounded by a concrete slab apron. It has a saddle 

roof with shallow eaves while the walling consists of orange-yellowish face bricks. The same bricks 

were used for the hospital annex in the background – directly south. Steel frame windows and 

doors were installed. The doors open outwards but are not protected by a wide eave neither by any 

lean-to roof or covered veranda. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 80 – View of the diagram showing the layout of buildings within the study area. The 
position of Building 14 is indicated. Drawn by Mauritz Naudé. 
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Figure 81 - Northeastern elevation of the storage room. Photograph Mauritz Naudé. 
 

 

 

Figure 82 - Northern elevation and main entrance of the detached storage room. Photograph 
Mauritz Naudé. 
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6.3 Assessment of the Significance of the Identified Buildings  

 

This section deals with an assessment of the significance of the identified heritage resources in 

terms of the heritage assessment criteria in Section 6(2) or prescribed in Section 7 and relates to 

Section 38(3) (b) of the National Heritage Resources Act. 

 

According to the Burra Charter ‘cultural significance’ means ‘aesthetic, historic, scientific or social 

value for past, present or future generations’. Cultural significance is a concept which helps in 

estimating the value of places. These terms and their meaning are not mutually exclusive, for 

example, architectural style has both historical and aesthetic aspects (Burra Charter, 1999). 

 

The categorization into aesthetic, historic, scientific and social values is one approach to 

understand the concept of cultural significance (Burra Charter, 1999). However, more precise 

categories may be used as understanding of a particular place may increase.  

 

For the purposes of this report such categories are used in tandem with the criteria set out by the 

National Heritage Resources Act.     

 

6.3.1. Criteria of significance in terms of Section 3(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act.    

 

        Criteria                              Rating 

1. The importance of the cultural heritage in the community or 
pattern of South Africa’s history (Historic and political 
significance). 
 
The rehabilitation centre was officially opened in 1947 by Genl J.J. 
Pienaar who was the Administrator of the Transvaal. At the time 
only a few buildings existed but many have been added since 
then. This centre has strong historical associations with the 
Nuffield Trust and the rendering of a specialist medical service to 
the people of South Africa. 
  

 

Figure 83 - Historical plaque mounted onto the wall of the foyer 
of the original building (photograph: M. Naude 2018) 

 

Rating 
 
 
 
Medium 
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2. Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 
South Africa’s natural or cultural heritage (Scientific 
significance).  
 
None of the buildings on the site can be considered uncommon, 
rare or endangered. The buildings are designed to serve as 
hospital with specialised services and facilities. Otherwise it 
complies with the architectural and spatial standards and 
specifications of an ordinary hospital.  
 
It is also not of special significance due to the age of the facility 
and institution. 

       

Rating 
 
 
 
Low 
 

3. Potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of South Africa’s natural or cultural heritage 
(Research/scientific significance) 
 
Of special significance would be the services rendered at the 
institution rather than the special character of the architecture and 
building types. These services are of an intangible nature and 
cannot be preserved by preserving the buildings. These services 
are also prone to medical advancement of methods and 
techniques – also intangible aspects association with the services 
rendered at this centre.  
 

Rating 
 
 
 
Low 
 

4. Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of 
a particular class of South Africa’s natural or cultural places 
or objects (Scientific significance) 
 
The Tshwane Rehabilitation centre is unique in Pretoria. It may 
have been the first of its kind in the city. 
 
Similar centres may have been established since 1947 but are 
currently private concerns.  
 

Rating 
 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
 
 

5. Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics 
valued by a community or cultural group (Aesthetic 
significance) 
 
The buildings on the site had to serve a particular purpose and the 
architectural character reflects functionality and the need to able 
to maintain the buildings with little effort.  
 
No effort was made to embellish the buildings except what could 
be achieved and incorporated in the structural design aspects of 
the building.  

 

Rating 
 
 
 
Low 
 
 

6. Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or 
technical achievement at a particular period (technical and 
scientific significance)  
 
Typical of state subsidized hospitals designed by the Department 
of Public Works, the buildings are purely functional and designed 
to strict specifications in terms of materials and building 
techniques allowing very little for embellishment or any ornate or 
decorative features inside or outside the buildings.  These 
buildings are no exception and they were constructed with face 
brick, standard steel frame windows and doors allowing the 
buildings to be simple and functional with a strong element of low 
maintenance inherent in the design and selection of materials.  
 

Rating 
 
 
 
Low 
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7. Strong or special association with a particular community or 
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons (Social 
significance) 
 
This is a state owned property and institution with little association 
with any outstanding individual.  

  

Rating 
 
 
 
Low 
 

8. Strong or special association with the life and work of a 
person, group or organization of importance in the history of 
South Africa (Historic significance) 
 
No outstanding individual or group is associated with the history 
of the rehabilitation centre. 

 

Rating 
 
 
 
Low 
 
 
 

9. The significance of the site relating to the history of slavery 
in South Africa. 
 
Neither the site nor any of the buildings is associated with the 
history of slavery in South Africa. 
  

Rating 
 
 
Low 

   

 

6.3.2.  Significance criteria in terms of historical, artefactual and spatial significance. 
 

As the criteria set out in the National Heritage Resources Act tend to approach heritage from the 

level of ‘national’ significance and few heritage sites and features fall within this category, a 

second set of criteria are used to determine the regional and local significance of heritage sites. 

Three sub-categories are used to determine this significance: 

 

(a) Historical significance 

This category determines the social context in which a heritage site and resource need to 

be assessed. These criteria focus on the history of the ‘place’ in terms of its significance in 

time and the role they played in a particular community (human context). 

 

(b) Architectural significance 

The objective of this set of criteria is to assess the artefactual significance of the heritage 

resource, its physical condition and meaning as an ‘object’. 

 

(c) Spatial significance 

Focuses on the context in which the object and place exists and contributed to the 

landscape, the region and neighborhood.     
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Historical significance    

 

                      Criteria                  Significance 

1. Is the site or building associated with a historical person or 
group? 
 
Neither the site nor any of the buildings is associated with a 
historical person or group. The institution was not named after 
any significant person or group. 
 
The name of General J.J. Pienaar is mentioned on the plaque in 
the foyer of the original hospital building, but he had no 
professional connection to the medical or scientific professions 
and also no key interest in the establishment of the hospital.   

 

Rating 
 
 
Low 

2. Is the site or building associated with a historical event?  
 
Neither the site nor any of the buildings is associated with a 
historical event.  

  

Rating 
 
Low 

3. Is the site or any building associated with a religious, 
economic, social, political or educational activity?  
 
The site is not of historical significance but the institution has 
become a place of significance due to the special medical 
treatment presented at the hospital.  

 

Rating 
 
 
Medium 

4. Is the site or any of the buildings of archaeological 
significance? 
 
The buildings are not older than 100 years and are not of 
archaeological significance.  
 
No evidence of Stone Age or Iron Age objects was found on the 
site. The entire site has been developed and manicured to serve 
the needs of the institution and open spaces are used for parking, 
sports fields, and walkways and covered by buildings.  

  

Rating 
 
 
Low 

5. Are any of the buildings or structures on the site older than 
60 years?  
 
Building 1 – main hospital: the core section is older than 60 
years. The northern section and some of the connecting 
sections on the southern section are not older than 60 years 
 
Building 2 – hospital wards: not older than 60 years 

 
Building 3 –  ward section with residential annex: southern part 
older than 60 years and northern part not older than 60 years 
 
Building 4 – recreation hall: not older than 60 years 
 
Building 5 – clubhouse: not older than 60 years 
 
Building 6 – school: not older than 60 years 
 
Building 7 – school annex: not older than 60 years 
 
Building 8 – entrance guard house: not older than 60 years 
 

Rating 
 
 
High 
 
 
 
Low 
 
Medium 
 
 
Low 
 
Low 
 
Low 
 
Low 
 
Low 
 



 

Heritage Impact Assessment - Proposed New Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre – Final Report 

18 September 2020         Page 73  

Building 9 – storage: not older than 60 years 
 
Building 10 – storage:  not older than 60 years 
 

Building 11 – storage: not older than 60 years 
 
Building 12 -  two open carports (a and b); not older than 60 
years 
 
Building 13 – storage: not older than 60 years 
 
Building 14 – storage: not older than 60 years 

 
 

Low 
 
Low 
 
Low 
 
Low 
 
 
Low 
 
Low 
 

 
 

Architectural significance (artefactual significance) 

 

These criteria focus on the object or artifact (building or structure or both) itself. They relate to the 

qualitative aspects of the artifact in terms of technology, period and style.  

 

        Criteria                 Significance 

1. Is any building an important example of a building type? 
 
Not one of the buildings is an important example of a building 
type.  

  

Rating 
 
Low 
 
 
 

2. Is any building and outstanding example of a particular 
style or period? 
   
The buildings had to comply with the standards and norms for 
hospitals at the time. These may have been altered over time but 
standards had to be retained. At best the buildings complied to 
Department of Public Works standards with some exceptions in 
minute detailing as can be observed in some of the buildings (see 
point 3 below). 

   

Rating 
 
 
Low 
 
 
 
 

3. Does any building contain fine architectural details and 
reflect exceptional craftsmanship?  
 
As all the buildings are constructed with face bricks and buildings 
were erected at different times, it can be expected that in some 
areas the face brick masonry will differ and that the face bricks 
may also differ. It is also expected that the designers may have 
tried to add some aesthetic value to the building design by 
proposing variety in the method of bricklaying and even 
incorporating some embellishment in the brick masonry. This is 
observed in some of the buildings.  
 
In some buildings special effort was made with the aesthetic and 
practical treatment of windows and framing of the windows in an 
architectural and structural manner rather than just with the 
selection of window frames.   
 

Rating 
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Building 1 – main entrance and historical core of the 
hospital: 
 
  

 

Figure 84 - Main entrance into the original hospital building with 
well- defined protruding canopy defining the position of the front 

entrance.  
 

 

Figure 85 - Fine red brick masonry and small windows with 
projecting concrete block frame windows 

 

 

Figure 86 - One of the linking annexures behind the original 
hospital building but constructed with sand colored face bricks - 

also with projecting concrete block frame windows 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 
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Figure 87. Northern elevation of a later extension of the hospital 
with projecting face bricks underneath the window sills 

 

 
 

 
Building 3  
 

 

Figure 88. Projecting concrete box frame windows and receding 
plinth at the bottom of the face brick wall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 
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4. Is any building an example of an industrial, engineering or 
technological development?  
 
None of the buildings contains evidence of any outstanding 
industrial or engineering development. 
 

Rating 
 
 
Low 

5. What is the state of the architectural and structural integrity 
of the buildings? 
 
All buildings need to be assessed by a structural engineer to 
determine the structural integrity.  
 
This assessment of the structural integrity focuses on a heritage 
interpretation: will the building be restorable or will it be able to 
retain its function.  
 
Building 1 – main hospital: exterior architectural integrity is good 
but interiors have been altered. 
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
Building 2 – hospital wards: exterior architectural integrity is 
good but interiors have been altered. 
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
Building 3 – wards and residential annex:  exterior architectural 
integrity is good but interiors have been altered. 
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
 
Building 4 – recreation hall: exterior architectural integrity is good 
but interiors have been altered. 
 
Structural integrity is good  

 
Building 5 – clubhouse: exterior architectural integrity is good  
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
 
Building 6 – school: exterior architectural integrity is good but 
interiors have been altered. 
 
Structural integrity is good - roof needs attention 
 
Building 7 – school annex: exterior architectural integrity is good 
but interiors have been altered. 
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
Building 8 – entrance guard house: exterior architectural integrity 
is good. 
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
Building 9 – storage: exterior architectural integrity is good  
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
 

Rating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity:  good 
 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
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Building 10 – storage: exterior architectural integrity is good  
 
Structural integrity is good  

 
 

Building 11 – storage: exterior architectural integrity is good  
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
 
Building 12: two open carports (A and B): exterior architectural 
integrity is good. 
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
Building 13 – storage: exterior architectural integrity is good  
 
Structural integrity is good  
 
 
Building 14 – storage: exterior architectural integrity is good  
 
Structural integrity is good  

 
 

Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity:  good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity:  good 
 
Architectural 
integrity: good 
Structural 
integrity: good 
 

6. Is the building’s current and future use in sympathy with its 
original use (for which the building was designed)?  
 
Most of the buildings are still used according to the original intent 
of the design. 
 
The proposed development will result in the demolition of all the 
buildings and structures.  
 

Rating 
 
 
Not in 
sympathy 

7. Were the alterations done in sympathy with the original 
design? 
 
Building 1 – main hospital: some alterations are sympathetic and 
some unsympathetic   
 
Building 2 – hospital wards: some alterations are sympathetic 
and some unsympathetic   
 
Building 3 – ward and residential section: some alterations are 
sympathetic and some unsympathetic   
 
Building 4 – recreation hall: some alterations are sympathetic 
and some unsympathetic   
 
 
Building 5 – clubhouse: some alterations are sympathetic and 
some unsympathetic   
 
Building 6 – school: some alterations are sympathetic and some 
unsympathetic   
 
Building 7 – school annex: some alterations are sympathetic and 
some unsympathetic   
 
Building 8 – entrance guard house: some alterations are 
sympathetic and some unsympathetic   
 

Rating 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
Good 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
Good 
 
 
 
None 
 
 
Good 
 
 
Good 
 
 
None 
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Building 9 – storage:  alterations are small and almost 
unobtrusive 

 
Building 10 – storage: alterations are small and almost 
unobtrusive 
 
Building 11 – storage: alterations are small and almost 
unobtrusive 
 
Building 12: two open carports (a and b): still the original 
 
Building 13 – storage: alterations are small and almost 
unobtrusive 
 
Building 14 – storage: alterations are small and almost 
unobtrusive 

None 
 
 
None 
 
 
None 
 
 
None 
 
None 
 
 
None 
 
 

8. Were the additions and extensions done in sympathy with 
the original design? 
 
Building 1 – main hospital: some additions and extensions are 
sympathetic and some unsympathetic   
 
Building 2 – hospital wards: some extensions are sympathetic 
and some unsympathetic   
 
Building 3 – ward and residential annex: some extensions are 
sympathetic and some unsympathetic   
 
Building 4 – recreation hall: some extensions are sympathetic 
and some unsympathetic   
 
Building 5 – clubhouse: no extensions 
 
Building 6 – school: no extensions   

 
Building 7 – school annex: no extensions   
 
Building 8 – entrance guard house: only a section of the roof was 
extended 
 
Building 9 – storage: not extended 
 
Building 10 – storage: not extended 
 
Building 11 – storage: not extended 
 
Building 12: two open carports (a and b): not extended 
 
Building 13 – storage: not extended 
 
Building 14 – storage: not extended 
 

Rating 
 
 
Not 
sympathetic 
 
sympathetic 
 
 
Not 
sympathetic 
 
None 
 
 
None 
 
None 
 
None 
 
Sympathetic 
 
 
None 
 
None 
 
None 
 
None 
 
None 
 
None 

9. Are any of the buildings or structures the work of a major 
architect, engineer or builder? 
 
None of the buildings are examples of the work of any significant 
architect or engineer. 
 

Rating 
 
 
Low 
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Spatial significance 

Although each building needs to be evaluated as single artifact, the site still needs to be evaluated 

in terms of its significance in its geographic area, city, town, neighborhood or precinct. This set of 

criteria determines the spatial significance of the site and any of the buildings and structures.  

 

        Criteria                 Significance 

1. Can any building or structure be considered a landmark in 
the town or city? 
 
Not one of the buildings has any landmark significance in the city. 
 
The site has landmark significance due to the history of the 
institution and the significance of the medical rehabilitation work 
that are done at this centre.   

 

Rating 
 
 
Low 
 
High 
 

2. Do any of the buildings contribute to the character of the 
neighborhood? 
 
The centre fills a unique need for medical rehabilitation work in 
the city and the region. It also forms part of a larger amalgamation 
of institutions relating to the medical professions and rendering 
medical services. However, not one of the buildings can be 
considered of architectural significance and not one building as 
individual object makes an exceptional contribution to the 
character of the neighborhood.  
 

Rating 
 
 
Medium 
 

3. Do any of the buildings contribute to the character of the 
square or streetscape?  
 
As most of the buildings (the original buildings and the later 
additions) retained the same scale and architectural vocabulary, 
none of the buildings, individually or as a group contribute to the 
character of the streetscape. None are exceptionally high, 
monumental or of any exceptional design in order to be observed 
or to make any visual impression on the streetscape. The site is 
not located adjacent to or in the vicinity of a square or a large 
public open space. 
 

Rating 
 
 
Low 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Does any building form part of an important group of 
buildings?  
 
As an amalgamation and collection of buildings serving the same 
medical need and purpose, all the buildings as a collective form 
part of a significant cluster of buildings not due to their outstanding 
architecture but because of the significance of the institution and 
the work that is done at this point in the city.  

Rating 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
 

 

6.4 Section 38(3) (c) An assessment of the impact of the development on such heritage 

resources 

 

Refer Section 7. 
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6.5 Section 38(3) (d) An evaluation of the impact of the development on heritage resources 
relative to the sustainable economic benefits to be derived from the development 
 
No business plan was drafted to determine the impact of the proposed development on the heritage 

buildings on the site. The proposed design implies the total removal of any historic fabric on the 

site. The proposed development contains no ‘green’ or ‘sustainability’ aspects that relate to the 

reuse of any of the buildings and facilities on the site.    

 
6.6 Section 38(3) (e) The results of consultation with the communities affected by the 
proposed development and other interested parties regarding the impact of the 
development on heritage resources. 
 
No public participation process has been done and no interviews were held with interested and 

affected parties regarding the proposed impact of the development on the existing site and the 

buildings involved.  

 
6.7 Section 38(3) (f) If heritage resources will be adversely affected by the proposed 
development the consideration of alternatives. 
 
The proposed development and design contains no alternatives to incorporate any historic fabric 

and physical elements of the 2018 site.  

 
6.8 Section 38(3) (g) Plans for mitigation of any adverse effects during and after the 
completion of the proposed development. 
 
The only mitigation measures proposed for the development by this report is the recording of the 

buildings as they are in 2018. Such recording will include the (a) compilation of the historical 

architectural drawings of the buildings; (b) a photographic recording of all of the buildings and (c) 

the inclusion of these recordings as annexures to the submission to the Provincial Heritage 

Resources Agency – Gauteng as part of the permit application for demolition (see in 

recommendations). An additional mitigation measure is the design of an area open to the public 

and staff where the history of the rehabilitation centre can be appropriately memorialized applying 

the principles of display and exhibitions at similar institutions.   
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7 IMPACT OF PROPOSED MINING DEVELOPMENT ON HERITAGE 

7.1 Introduction 

 
In this chapter an assessment of the impact of the proposed development on the identified heritage 

sites will be made.  

 

To summarise the impact of the proposed development on the identified buildings, a table was 

compiled which combines the estimated ages of the identified buildings with the proposed activities 

at each of the buildings. The age of each building was calculated from the buildings appearance or 

absence on the 1958 aerial photograph. As this aerial photograph was taken exactly 60 years ago, 

buildings indicated on it are therefore 60 years and older. Buildings not depicted on this aerial 

photograph are estimated to be younger than 60 years. 

 

Table 12: Activities proposed at each of the Identified Buildings in Relation to their Estimated Age 
 

BUILDING NUMBER PROPOSED ACTIVITY ESTIMATED AGE 

Building 1 To Be Demolished Older than 60 years 

Building 2 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 3 To Be Demolished Older than 60 years 

Building 4 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 5 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 6 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 7 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 8 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 9 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 10 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 11 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 12 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 13 To Be Demolished Younger than 60 years 

Building 14 To Be Demolished Older than 60 years 

 

From this table it is clear that of the 14 buildings identified within the study area, three are older 

than 60 years. All these buildings are earmarked for demolition.  
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7.2 Assessment of Impacts 

 

IMPACT: DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 

 HISTORICAL Proposed protection of the 
campus 
 

Low Medium High 

1. Protection *to what extent will the 
historical place or building 
be protected in the 
proposed development  
 
None of the buildings nor the 
gardens or any other feature 
of the site will be protected 
    

  Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

2. Restoration *to what extent will the 
historical place or building 
be restored 
 
No building will be restored.  
 

Low 
 
 
 

Medium High 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

3. Re-use *to what extent will the 
historical place or building 
be re-used 
 
Only the site will be used – all 
buildings and structures will 
be demolished 
 

Low 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

4. Reconstruction *to what extent will the 
historical place or building 
be reconstructed 
 
No buildings or any other 
feature on the site will be 
reconstructed 

Low 
 
 
 

Medium High 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

 NEW OR  
CURRENT 

Proposed sympathetic 
development of the site or 
building 

Low Medium High 

1. Renovate *to what extent will 
renovation work be 
introduced to the place or 
building    
 
No renovation will be done on 
any feature of the site. 
 

Low 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
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on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

2. Modernize *to what extent will the 
historical place or building 
be modernized 
 
 Neither the site nor any of 
the existing features will be 
modernized – they will be 
demolished and removed 
from the site.  
 
 
 
*to what extent will the 
modern or contemporary 
services impact on the 
historical place or building 
 
The proposed new design 
cause the total destruction of 
the existing buildings, 
structures and services on 
the site. 

Low 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

3. New work 
(introduction of 
new buildings 
and 
infrastructure)   

*to what extent will new 
work be introduced to the 
historical site  
 
The new building (proposed 
designed) will cover most of 
the site. 
 

Low Medium High 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

4. New technologies *to what extent will new 
technologies be applied in 
the historical building 
 
The proposed design for the 
new buildings will introduce 
contemporary technologies 
throughout the design.  
 
No historic building will be 
retained.  
  

Low Medium 
 
 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

 

IMPACT:  OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT 
 

 SOCIAL Proposed social 
responsibility 
 

Low Medium High 

1. Memorialization *to what extent will the 
history of the site and 
buildings be memorialized 
in situ or anywhere else 
  

Low Medium 
 
 
 
 

High 
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Memorialization of the 
history of the site is 
proposed in the heritage 
report. 
 

Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be 
medium 
 

2. Education *to what extent will the 
historic fabric of the place 
or building be presented to 
the public and interested 
parties. 
 
No historic fabric will be 
retained of the site or the 
2018 or earlier architecture 
or any manmade fabric of 
heritage significance. 
 
 
 
*to what extent will the 
history of the historic site 
or building be presented to 
the public in situ or 
elsewhere. 
The proposed design must 
include an area and space 
where appropriate 
memorialization will take 
place. 

Low Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be 
medium 

High 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

3. Entertainment *to what extent will the 
historic fabric of the site or 
building be used or 
incorporated into the 
planning framework of the 
proposed development as 
an element for public 
enjoyment  
 
The proposed design 
excludes the use of any of 
the historic fabric present on 
the site in 2018. 
  

Low Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
 

4. Tourism *to what extent will the 
history and the fabric of 
the historic place or 
building be incorporated 
and integrated into the 
tourism and marketing 
plan, vision and 
programmes of the region. 
 
The proposed design has no 
intent to present the history 
of the site nor any evidence 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
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of the architectural fabric to 
the public or to incorporate 
such information into any 
tourism or marketing 
programme. Although a 
space will be set aside for 
appropriate memorialization, 
tourism connectivity is not 
part of the design intent.  
 

on heritage 
resources 
will be high 

 TECHNICAL Impact on historic fabric  
 

Low Medium High 

1. Operations *how will the future 
operations (standard 
municipal services) of the 
proposed development, 
village, suburb, township 
or entity impact on the 
historic place and 
building. 
  
The proposed design for the 
site development differs 
completely from what is 
currently on the site. The 
needs for the proposed new 
buildings are integrated into 
the design of the new 
buildings and will be 
connected to the existing 
municipal services in the city 
of Tshwane. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 

2. Storage, 
dumping, refuse 
management  

*how will the need for 
storage, dumping of 
household refuse and 
sewage of the proposed 
development impact on 
the historic site and 
building 
  
 All historic fabric will be 
removed from the site and 
services and needs for 
refuse removal and dumping 
of refuse form part of the 
proposed new building 
design. 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 

3. Movement  *how will the future 
movement of vehicles and 
pedestrians in the 
proposed development 
impact on the historic site 
or building. 
 
The future movement of 
vehicles and pedestrians 
form part of the proposed 
new design. None of the 
existing patterns will be 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
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incorporated in the new 
design. 

resources 
will be high 
 

4. Maintenance 
 

*to what extent does the 
proposed development 
make provision for a 
Conservation 
Management Plan in order 
to ensure proper 
maintenance and the 
sustainability of the 
historic site or building 
and the protection of the 
historic fabric of the site or 
building. 
  
The proposed development 
excludes a Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP) for 
historic buildings and sites 
as the core aspect of the 
proposed development is 
‘new work’ and not 
‘restoration’. 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of 
the 
development 
on heritage 
resources 
will be high 
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8 REQUIRED MITIGATION MEASURESS 

The following mitigation measures are required 

 

1. An attempt must be made to locate any buildings plans for the buildings located within the 

study area. In cases where no building plans can be found, a new plan must be recorded 

by way of measured drawings (see Point 3 below).  

 
2. Recording of the site with the footprint of each building indicated on a map.  

 
3. Recording of the buildings as it is (as-built): (a) existing plan of each building (if no building 

plans can be located) (b) photographic recording of the elevations and architectural 

detailing and (c) inclusion of these into the report to be submitted to the Provincial Heritage 

Resources Agency as part of the submission and application for a permit for demolition 

and construction of new work. 

 
4. The creation (to be included in the design of the building) of a space or area preferably in 

the foyer of the new main building where the history of the site and rehabilitation centre 

can be displayed as part of the appropriate memorialisation of the site and its history.  

 
5. The original plaque mounted onto the wall near the foyer of the original hospital building 

and all related photographs and documents of historic significance must be preserved and 

put on display as part of the appropriate memorialisation of the site and its history. 

 
6. This Heritage Impact Assessment report must be submitted to the Provincial Heritage 

Resources Agency for Gauteng but also to the South African Heritage Resources Agency. 

Any comments made by these authorities must be adhered to; 

 
7. Subsequent to the completion of the mitigation measures, a permit application must be 

submitted to the Provincial Heritage Resources Agency for Gauteng to allow for the 

demolition of buildings older than 60 years; and 

 
8. No demolitions may be undertaken until such time that the relevant permit allowing these 

activities to be undertaken, has been received from the Provncial Heritage Resources 

Agency for Gauteng. 
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9 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Introduction 

 

PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd was appointed by GCS Water and Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd to 

undertake a Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) for the proposed development of the new 

Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre, City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality, Gauteng Province.   

 

Archaeological and Historical Desktop Study 

 

The work commenced with an archaeological and historical desktop study. This study comprised 

an assessment of the available historical data and historical aerial photographs depicting the study 

area.  

 

The historical desktop study revealed that before the construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital, the 

study area comprised an undeveloped portion of land located on the outskirts of Pretoria.  

 

The stimulus for the construction of the Orthopaedic Hospital was the donation of an amount of 

£100,000 by Lord Nuffield of Great Britain to the Government of the Union of South Africa in 1937 

for the “…development of Orthopaedic Surgery…and for the discovery and cure of crippling 

diseases in South Africa.” This donation led to the creation in 1939 of the National Council for the 

Care of Cripples in South Africa. A Steering Committee was nominated who had to decide how 

best the donation from Lord Nuffield should be spent. In the end, the Steering Committee decided 

to spend £35 000 on the construction of an orthopaedic children’s hospital in Pretoria. Deliberations 

with the Transvaal provincial authorities followed. These deliberations, and a further donation of 

£15 000 received from the Pretoria and Northern Transvaal Cripples’ Care Association, led to the 

decision to construct an orthopaedic centre in Pretoria to treat both children and adult orthopaedic 

patients.  

 

In 1944 the Government of the Union of South African made a parcel of land available for the 

proposed hospital. Construction work on the Orthopaedic Hospital commenced in September 1945. 

The hospital was officially opened on 22 October 1947 by General J.J. Pienaar, the Administrator 

of the Transvaal. At the time of its opening, the hospital comprised the following: 

 

 Main Administrative Building named the Lord Nuffield Wing 

 Main Ward Block named the Dr A. Saunders Wing 

 Four Wards named the Baden-Powell Ward, the Iscor Steelworkers’ Ward, the J.N. 

Kirkness Ward and the Dr Hans Hugo Ward. 

 

The hospital was expanded and developed in subsequent years.   
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Fieldwork Findings 

 

A total of 14 buildings were identified within the study area. In this report a heritage inventory is 

provided of all the buildings identified within the study area. An assessment of the significance of 

each building is also made.  

 

Impact Assessment 

 

The proposed development is expected to result in the demolition of all 14 the buildings identified 

within the study area. An impact assessment was undertaken to assess the impact of the proposed 

development on the identified heritage sites.  

 

Required Mitigation Measures 

 

The following mitigation measures are required: 

 

1. An attempt must be made to locate any buildings plans for the buildings located within the 

study area. In cases where no building plans can be found, a new plan must be recorded 

by way of measured drawings (see Point 3 below).  

 
9. Recording of the site with the footprint of each building indicated on a map.  

 
10. Recording of the buildings as it is (as-built): (a) existing plan of each building (if no building 

plans can be located) (b) photographic recording of the elevations and architectural 

detailing and (c) inclusion of these into the report to be submitted to the Provincial Heritage 

Resources Agency as part of the submission and application for a permit for demolition 

and construction of new work. 

 
11. The creation (to be included in the design of the building) of a space or area preferably in 

the foyer of the new main building where the history of the site and rehabilitation centre 

can be displayed as part of the appropriate memorialisation of the site and its history.  

 
12. The original plaque mounted onto the wall near the foyer of the original hospital building 

and all related photographs and documents of historic significance must be preserved and 

put on display as part of the appropriate memorialisation of the site and its history. 

 
13. This Heritage Impact Assessment report must be submitted to the Provincial Heritage 

Resources Agency for Gauteng but also to the South African Heritage Resources Agency. 

Any comments made by these authorities must be adhered to; 

 
14. Subsequent to the completion of the mitigation measures, a permit application must be 

submitted to the Provincial Heritage Resources Agency for Gauteng to allow for the 

demolition of buildings older than 60 years; and 



 

Heritage Impact Assessment - Proposed New Tshwane Rehabilitation Centre – Final Report 

18 September 2020         Page 90  

 
15. No demolitions may be undertaken until such time that the relevant permit allowing these 

activities to be undertaken, has been received from the Provncial Heritage Resources 

Agency for Gauteng. 

 

Conclusion 

 

On the condition that the recommendations made in this report are adhered to, and the mitigation 

measures fully completed, the proposed development may from a heritage point of view be allowed 

to continue. 

  

10 PREPARERS 

Polke Birkholtz - Project Manager / Archaeologist / Author 

Mauritz Naudé - Architectural Historian / Co-Author 
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Appendix A 

Legislative Requirements – Terminology and Assessment Criteria 

 

 

The identification, evaluation and assessment of any cultural heritage site, artefact or find in the 

South African context is required and governed by the following legislation - 

 

i. NEMA;   

ii. National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) Act 25 of 1999; and 

iii. Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA) Act 28 of 2002.  

 

The following sections in each Act refer directly to the identification, evaluation and assessment of 

cultural heritage resources. 

 

i. GNR 982 of 2014 (Government Gazette 38282) promulgated under the NEMA: 

a) Basic Assessment Report (BAR) – Regulations 19 and 23 

b) Environmental Scoping Report (ESR) – Regulation 21 

c) Environmental Impacts Report (EIR) – Regulation 23 

d) EMPr – Regulations 19 and 23 

ii. NHRA: 

a) Protection of Heritage Resources – Sections 34 to 36; and 

b) Heritage Resources Management – Section 38 

iii. MPRDA Regulations of 2014: 

a) Environmental reports to be compiled for application of mining right – Regulation 48. 

 

The NHRA stipulates that cultural heritage resources may not be disturbed without authorization 

from the relevant heritage authority. Section 34 (1) of the NHRA states that, “no person may alter 

or demolish any structure or part of a structure which is older than 60 years without a permit issued 

by the relevant provincial heritage resources authority…”. The NEMA (Act No 107 of 1998) states 

that an integrated EMP should, (23 -2 (b)) “…identify, predict and evaluate the actual and potential 

impact on the environment, socio-economic conditions and cultural heritage”.  In accordance with 

legislative requirements and EIA rating criteria, the regulations of the South African Heritage 

Resources Agency (SAHRA) and the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists 

(ASAPA) have also been incorporated to ensure that a comprehensive legally compatible HIA 

report is compiled.  
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Appendix B 

Project team CV’s 

 
 

POLKE DOUSSY BIRKHOLTZ 

Professional Heritage Specialist / Professional Archaeologist / Director PGS Heritage 

 
Name: Polke Doussy Birkholtz 
 
Date & Place of Birth: 9 February 1975 – Klerksdorp, North West Province, South Africa 
     
Place of Tertiary Education & Dates Associated:  
 
Institution: University of Pretoria 
Qualification: BA (Cum Laude) - Bachelor of Arts Degree Specializing in Archaeology, History 
and Anthropology 
Date: 1996 
 
Institution: University of Pretoria 
Qualification: BA Hons (Cum Laude) - Bachelor of Arts with Honours Degree Specializing in 
Archaeology 
Date: 1997 
 
Institution: National College of Photography 
Qualification: Photography 
Date: 1998 
 
Qualifications: 
 
BA   - Degree specialising in Archaeology, History and Anthropology 
BA Hons - Professional Archaeologist 
 
Memberships: 
 
Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists (ASAPA) 
Professional Member of the CRM Section of ASAPA 
 
Overview of Post Graduate Experience: 
 
1997 – 2000 – Member/Archaeologist – Archaeo-Info  
2001 – 2003 – Archaeologist/Heritage Specialist – Helio Alliance 
2000 – 2008 – Member/Archaeologist/Heritage Specialist – Archaeology Africa 
2003 - Present – Director / Archaeologist / Heritage Specialist – PGS Heritage 
 
Languages: English: Speak, Read & Write & Afrikaans: Speak, Read & Write 
 
Total Years’ Experience: 18 Years 
 
Conference Papers: 
 

 Taking Small Steps in Augrabies Falls National Park. With Nico Schwartz and Lynne 
Simpson. South African National Parks: Towards Best Practice. Communities and 
Conservation. 15 – 19 May 2000. Berg en Dal Rest Camp, Kruger National Park.     
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Books: 
 

 The Story of Voorspoed: A Historical and Archaeological appraisal of the Voorspoed 
Diamond Mining Company Limited (1906 -1912). Book written by Polke Birkholtz for De 
Beers Consolidated Mines.  

 
 

Experience Related to the Scope of Work: 
 
 Polke has worked as a HERITAGE SPECIALIST / ARCHAEOLOGIST / HISTORIAN on 

more than 300 projects, and acted as PROJECT MANAGER on almost all of these projects. 
His experience include the following: 

 
o Development of New Sedimentation and Flocculation Tanks at Rand Water’s Vereeniging 

Pumping Station, Vereeniging, Gauteng Province. Heritage Impact Assessment for 
Greenline. 

o EThekwini Northern Aqueduct Project, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal. Heritage Impact 
Assessment for Strategic Environmental Focus.  

o Johannesburg Union Observatory, Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Heritage Inventory 
for Holm Jordaan. 

o Development at Rand Water’s Vereeniging Pumping Station, Vereeniging, Gauteng 
Province. Heritage Impact Assessment for Aurecon. 

o Comet Ext. 8 Development, Boksburg, Gauteng Province. Phase 2 Heritage Impact 
Assessment for Urban Dynamics. 

o Randjesfontein Homestead, Midrand, Gauteng Province. Baseline Heritage Assessment 
with Nkosinathi Tomose for Johannesburg City Parks. 

o Rand Leases Ext. 13 Development, Roodepoort, Gauteng Province. Heritage Impact 
Assessment for Marsh. 

o Proposed Relocation of the Hillendale Heavy Minerals Plant (HHMP) from Hillendale to 
Fairbreeze, KwaZulu-Natal. Heritage Impact Assessment for Goslar Environmental. 

o Portion 80 of the farm Eikenhof 323 IQ, Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Heritage 
Inventory for Khare Incorporated. 

o Comet Ext. 14 Development, Boksburg, Gauteng Province. Heritage Impact Assessment 
for Marsh. 

o Rand Steam Laundries, Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Archival and Historical Study 
for Impendulo and Imperial Properties. 

o Mine Waste Solutions, near Klerksdorp, North West Province. Heritage Inventory for 
AngloGold Ashanti. 

o Consolidated EIA and EMP for the Kroondal and Marikana Mining Right Areas, North 
West Province. Heritage Impact Assessment for Aquarius Platinum. 

o Wilkoppies Shopping Mall, Klerksdorp, North West Province. Heritage Impact 
Assessment for Centre for Environmental Management. 

o Proposed Vosloorus Ext. 24, Vosloorus Ext. 41 and Vosloorus Ext. 43 Developments, 
Ekurhuleni District Municipality, Gauteng Province. Heritage Impact Assessment for 
Enkanyini Projects.   

o Proposed Development of Portions 3, 6, 7 and 9 of the farm Olievenhoutbosch 389 JR, 
City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality, Gauteng Province. Heritage Impact 
Assessment for Marsh. 

o Proposed Development of Lotus Gardens Ext. 18 to 27, City of Tshwane Metropolitan 
Municipality, Gauteng Province. Heritage Impact Assessment for Pierre Joubert. 

o Proposed Development of the site of the old Vereeniging Hospital, Vereeniging, Gauteng 
Province. Heritage Scoping Assessment for Lekwa. 

o Proposed Demolition of an Old Building, Kroonstad, Free State Province. Phase 2 
Heritage Impact Assessment for De Beers Consolidated Mines. 
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o Proposed Development at Westdene Dam, Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Heritage 
Impact Assessment for Newtown. 

o West End, Central Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Phase 1 Heritage Impact 
Assessment for the Johannesburg Land Company. 

o Kathu Supplier Park, Kathu, Northern Cape Province. Heritage Impact Assessment for 
Synergistics. 

o Matlosana 132 kV Line and Substation, Stilfontein, North West Province. Heritage Impact 
Assessment for Anglo Saxon Group and Eskom. 

o Marakele National Park, Thabazimbi, Limpopo Province. Cultural Resources 
Management Plan for SANParks. 

o Cullinan Diamond Mine, Cullinan, Gauteng Province. Heritage Inventory for Petra 
Diamonds. 

o Highveld Mushrooms Project, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. Heritage Impact Assessment 
for Mills & Otten. 

o Development at the Reserve Bank Governor’s Residence, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. 
Archaeological Excavations and Mitigation for the South African Reserve Bank. 

o Proposed Stones & Stones Recycling Plant, Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Heritage 
Scoping Report for KV3. 

o South East Vertical Shaft Section of ERPM, Boksburg, Gauteng Province. Heritage 
Scoping Report for East Rand Proprietary Mines. 

o Soshanguve Bulk Water Replacement Project, Soshanguve, Gauteng Province. Heritage 
Impact Assessment for KWP. 

o Biodiversity, Conservation and Participatory Development Project, Swaziland. 
Archaeological Component for Africon. 

o Camdeboo National Park, Graaff-Reinet, Eastern Cape Province. Cultural Resources 
Management Plan for SANParks. 

o Main Place, Central Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. Phase 1 Heritage Impact 
Assessment for the Johannesburg Land Company. 

o Modderfontein Mine, Springs, Gauteng Province. Detailed Archival and Historical Study 
for Consolidated Modderfontein Mines. 

o Proposed New Head Office for the Department of Foreign Affairs, Pretoria, Gauteng 
Province. Heritage Impact Assessment for Holm Jordaan Group. 

o Proposed Modification of the Lukasrand Tower, Pretoria, Gauteng Province. Heritage 
Assessment for IEPM. 

o Proposed Road between the Noupoort CBD and Kwazamukolo, Northern Cape Province. 
Heritage Impact Assessment for Gill & Associates. 

o Proposed Development at the Johannesburg Zoological Gardens, Johannesburg, 
Gauteng Province. Detailed Archival and Historical Study for Matakoma. 
 

 Polke’s KEY QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

o Project Management 
o Archaeological and Heritage Management 
o Archaeological and Heritage Impact Assessment 
o Archaeological and Heritage Fieldwork 
o Archival and Historical Research  
o Report Writing 

 
 
 

 Polke’s INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EXPERIENCE: 
 

o MS Office – Word, Excel, & Powerpoint  
o Google Earth 
o Garmin Mapsource 
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o Adobe Photoshop 
o Corel Draw 

 
I, Polke Doussy Birkholtz, hereby confirm that the above information contained in my CV is true 
and correct. 
 
 
 
 
_________________      1 December 2017   
PD Birkholtz       Date 
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CV: MAURITZ NAUDÉ 
 

 
 
 

Qualifications 
 
BA - Archaeology (Pretoria) 
BA – Hons Art History (Pretoria) 
Post Graduate Diploma - Museology (Pretoria) 
MA - Architecture – Conservation (WITS) 
D. Phil – Dept Architecture and Landscape Architecture (Pretoria) current - to be completed.  
 
Professional Experience  
 
1) CURATOR AND CONSERVATOR 

 
2011-2015 – Senior Conservationist and Curator for buildings and structures: Architecture. 
Ditsong: National Museum of Cultural History. 
 
1980-1983 – Curator Botshabelo Mission Station and South Ndebele Open Air Museum 
(Middelburg – Mpumalanga Province)  
 
2) RESEARCHER 

 
1990-2009 - Senior researcher - National Cultural History Museum, Pretoria (Heritage Resources 
Management: conservation of architecture and the built environment) 
 
1984-1990 – Researcher – National Cultural History Museum, Pretoria (Heritage sites and historic 
buildings)  
 
1977-1979– Research assistant – Department of Archaeology (University of Pretoria) 
 
3) LECTURER 

 
2015    -  Part time lecturer – History of the Environment, Dept Engineering, Built Environment 
and Information Technology, University of Pretoria 
 
2011-2013 – Part time lecturer – BA Honors (Museum Sciences), Heritage and museum 
development. Dept of Historical and Heritage studies, Univ of Pretoria 
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1996-2015 - Part time lecturer – Post Graduate Diploma Museology: Module 1:  Conservation of 
architecture; Module 2: Research in the Museum. Dept of Historical and Heritage Studies, Univ 
Pretoria. 
 
2002-2015 - Part time lecturer - Environmental Law (Heritage legislation) Centre for 
Environmental Management (CEM), University of the North West (Potchefstroom campus) 
 
2004-2010 - Part time lecturer - Dept of Architecture, Tshwane University of Technology 
(Conservation and Theory of Design) 
 
2008-2009 – Guest lecturer – Architectural history and the assessment of buildings, Dept of Art 
History, Visual Arts and Musicology, UNISA. 
 
 
External examiner and co-study leader 
 
2014 - MA thesis: The cultural significance of the church of the Vow (Pietermaritzburg). Dept of 
Historical and heritage studies, University of Pretoria.  
 
4) EXPERT CONSULTANT: CONSERVATION OF BUILDINGS AND HISTORIC SITES 

 
1995-2015 - Consultant - Assessment of historic sites and buildings  
 
2000-2006 - Member of Heritage task group: Mapungubwe National Park (World Heritage Site)  
 
2004-2009 – Member of South African Champion Trees Committee (National Committee – Dept 
of Water Affairs and Forestry).   
 
2007 -2015 – Editorial Committee ‘South African Journal for Art History’ (Accredited Journal). 
 
 
Heritage assessment projects in past twelve (12) years 
 
2015 – Heritage assessment of Caledonian Sport grounds. Arcadia, Pretoria  
2015 – Public participation process for proposed new buildings and alterations to former 
Government Garage, Pretoria 
2015 – Heritage assessment of old farmstead on the farm Der Brochen in Steelpoort Valley 
2015 – Heritage assessment of redundant Detonators Campus at Modderfontein Dynamite 
factory, Midrand 
2015 – Public participation process for renovations on Grootkerk Bosman Street Pretoria. 
2015 – Inventorying and assessment of heritage sites and monuments within the Ekurhuleni 
Metropolitan Council region 
 
2014 – Urban heritage sensitivity study Salvokop 
2014 –Architectural heritage assessment Government Garage buildings and campus 
2014 – Mitigation of design and reuse of a portion of the Government Garage site for Government 
printing Services 
2014 - Heritage assessment of farmstead and buildings on the farm Honingkrantz  Postmasburg 
(Northern Cape Province) 
2014 – Architectural assessment of dwellings in Lunnon Street Hatfield (Pretoria) 
2014 – Heritage assessment and rehabilitation guidelines for reuse of semi-detached dwellings 
Oak Avenue Cullinan (Petra Diamonds)   
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2014 – Heritage assessment of Grootkerk (Bosman Street), Pretoria 
2014 – Recording of old farm dwellings on the farm Steenkoolspruit (Witbank district) 
Mpumalanga Province 
2014 – Heritage Assessment of historic farmstead and buildings on the farm Zwartkoppies 
(Pretoria) 
 
 
2013 – Architectural assessment of historic buildings at redundant Durban Roodepoort Deep mine 
village (Roodepoort) 
2013 – Heritage assessment of historic farmstead on the farm Mooifontein, Witbank district 
(Mpumalanga Province). 
2013 – Heritage assessment of old farmstead - Kuruman small holdings, (Northern Cape Province) 
2013 – Urban heritage sensitivity study – for proposed new Rapid Bus Transit route from Kempton 
Park to Thembisa (Gauteng Province). 
2013 – Heritage assessment of TOLAB site and building, Pretoria City centre 
2013 - Heritage assessment of old farmsteads on the farm Steenkoolspruit, Witbank district 
(Mpumalanga Province) 
2013 – Heritage assessment of historic Bakker Pharmacy building, Modimolle (Limpopo Province) 
2013 – Heritage assessment of historic mine building at Voorspoed diamond mine Kroonstad 
(Freestate Province) 
2013 – Architectural recording of historic mine building at Voorspoed diamond mine Kroonstad 
(Freestate Province) 
2013 – Heritage assessment of all buildings at Trans-Oranje School for the Deaf, Pretoria (Gauteng 
Province). 
   
 
2012 – Assessment of historic buildings on former Durban Roodepoort Deep mining village 
2012 – Mitigation measures for re-use of buildings on site for former Rand Leases mining village 
(Boksburg) 
2012 – Heritage assessment of Benoni City Hall 
2012 – Heritage assessment of buildings at Rustenburg Prison 
2012 – Heritage assessment of buildings at Lichtenburg Prison  
2012 – Assessment of old black mine workers compound of Rand Leases Mine -  Boksburg 
2012 – Assessment of historic farm dwellings on the farm Steenkoolspruit – Witbank district 
2012 – Assessment of historic dwellings in Pretorius Street Hatfield 
2012 – Assessment of historic dwellings in Flowers street Capital Park 
2012 – Assessment of historic Aviation and navigation centre Bapsfontein 
2012 – Assessment of farm dwellings of the historic Borchards family Levubu (Limpopo Province) 
2012 – Assessment of historic industrial shed Olifantsfontein (Gauteng) 
2012 – Assessment of historic Wesfort Leprosy Hospital site 
2012 – Rehabilitation guidelines for proposed maintenance and restoration work on Kruger House 
2012 – Assessment of historic Vereeniging Hospital – Vereeniging (Gauteng) 
2012 – Assessment of historic buildings along proposed BRT route in the city centre and Sunnyside 
2012 – Assessment of historic dwellings in Kotze Street, Sunnyside  
2012 – Drafting a CMP framework for historic Rand Water pumping station and boiler 
facility,Vereeniging   
 
2011 – Heritage assessment of alterations to eastern façade of Pretoria Station Building 
2011 – Assessment of dwelling of former Director of SA Mint, Waterkloof, Pretoria 
2011 – Heritage assessment of buildings at Cullinan mine (Petra Diamonds) 
2011 – Assessment of old dwellings for proposed Eastwoods Mall – Arcadia 
2011 – Conservation Management Policy framework: Pioneer Museum 
2011 – Conservation Management Policy framework: Sammy Marks Museum 
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2011 – Conservation Management Policy framework: Willem Prinsloo Agricultural Museum 
2011 – Conservation Management Policy framework: National Museum of Cultural History 
2011 – Conservation Management Policy framework: Kruger Museum 
2011 – Assessment of historic stone field post buildings Machadodorp Mpumalanga 
2011 – Architectural recording of farm houses on proposed site for new Kusile Power Station 
Witbank 
 
2010 – Assessment of site proposed for Department of Statistics new Head Offices, Salvokop, 
Pretoria. 
2010 – Assessment of historic buildings on former property of ERPM Mine Boksburg 
2010 - Assessment of historic buildings on redundant ERPM Eastern Shaft site, Boksburg 
2010 – Assessment of decommissioned filtering dams Rand Water Board Vereenging 
2010 - Assessment of historic turbine buildings, Rand water Board Vereenging 
2010 – Assessment of industrial buildings and structures of Cullinan Mine 
2010 – Assessment of old dwellings Park and Eastwood Streets Arcadia, Pretoria. 
2010 – Assessment and mitigation of old farm dwelling Northam, Northwest Province. 
 
2009 – Assessment of industrial buildings and structures on the farm Wilge River (Cullinan Mine) 
2009 – Assessment of married quarters housing complex Rand Leases Mining (Roodepoort) 
2009 – Assessment of old magistrates Court Building Naboomspruit (Limpopo Province) 
2009 – Assessment of old Police Station building Bolubedu – Tzaneen. 
2009 – Assessment of old magistrates Court Building Dzanani (Limpopo Province)  
2009 – Assessment old magistrates Court building Shilvavusiku (Limpopo Province) 
2009 – Assessment of farm buildings on the farm Goedehoop Middelburg district 
2009 – Assessment of old dwellings in Brooklyn and Arcadia   
2009- Assessment of old dwelling Pomona, Kempton Park (Gauteng) 
2009 – Assessment of proposed development plan for Hendrik Potgieter Street development 
(Klerksdorp) 
2009 – Recording of three old dwellings as part of the Westridge mall development (Klerksdorp) 
2009 – Assessment of Post Office buildings – Menlyn Park  (Pretoria) 
2009 – Assessment of Mutual Park shopping mall - Rosebank (Johannesburg) 
2009 – Assessment of old dwellings in Krugersdorp 
2009 - Assessment of site for proposed Westridge Mall development (Klerksdorp) 
 
2008 – Recording of old buildings for proposed Ngwenya River Lodge (Brits) 
2008 – Recording of old buildings for proposed Pollak Park development (Springs) 
2008 – Conservation management plan for the re-use of old buildings as part of the Pollak Park 
development (Springs)   
2008 – Recording of old dwelling on the farm Leitrim – Heilbron 
2008 – Assessment of archaeological sites on the farm Zwartkoppies (Pretoria)  
2008 – Proposed mitigation of site of the former 2008 – Conservation management plan for Berea 
Sport Club buildings as part of the proposed new Land Affairs Head Offices 
2008 – Conservation Management Plan for historic Goudkoppie site Klerksdorp 
2008 – Assessment of old hangers and sheds at the Medical and Pharmaceutical Depot of the 
South African Department of Defense, Pretoria.  
 
2007 – Assessment of 1902 -Wanooka House, (Park Town Johannesburg) 
2007 – Assessment of 1914 dwelling (Houghton, Johannesburg) 
2007 – Assessment of 1902 workers compounds Cinderella Mine (Benoni, Gauteng) 
2007 – Assessment of remains of mining structures Randfontein mine (Randfontein) 
2007 – Assessment of 1930 dwellings (Hatfield, Pretoria) 
2007 – Drafting of an interface document for integrated management plan (ISM) for Union 
Buildings (Pretoria) 
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2007 – Assessment of buildings at the Johannesburg Observatory 
2007 – Assessment of single quarters housing complex Rand Leases Mining Co 
2007 – Assessment of historic Magistrates Court (Rustenburg, North West Province) 
2007 – Heritage sensitivity study of University of Pretoria campuses 
2007 – Assessment of buildings (Klerksdorp) 
2007 - Assessment of buildings and structures Bob van Reenen Sport Stadium (Klerksdorp). 
2007 – Assessment of dwelling (Ruimsig, Krugersdorp) 
2007 – Sensitivity study Kopanong Precint - City Centre of Johannebsurg 
2007 – Assessment of old farmstead Hartebeestpoort (Akasia).   
2007 – Assessment of buildings Berea Park Sports Grounds (Pretoria)  
 
2006 – Urban Heritage sensitivity study for Precincts 1,2,3,4,5,6, and 7 for Pretoria Strategic 
Development Framework (SDF) 
2006 – Characterisation of Precincts 1,2,3,4,5,6 and 7 for Pretoria Strategic Development 
Framework (SDF)     
2006  - Assessment of buildings Oeverzicht Sunnyside (Pretoria).   
2006 – Assessment of Springkell Hospital Modderfontein Dynamite Factory, Midrand. 
2006 - Heritage assessment of Pretoria Jewish Synagogue 
2006 - Assessment of buildings Ferreirasdorp (Johannesburg City Centre) 
2006 – Assessment of buildings Marshallstown, (Johannesburg City Centre). 
  
2005 – Research and text for exhibition on the history of Church Square 
2005 – Recording of remains of workers housing Rooigrond Brits 
2005 – Assessment of farm buildings Ngwehya River, (Brits)  
2005 – Assessment of 1886 outbuildings and dwellings on the farm Zwartkoppies (Pretoria)  
2005 – Assessment of 1935 buildings Rand Airport (Germiston). 
 
2004 - Recording of archaeological remains in proposed development area on farm Brakfontein 
(Centurion).  
2004 - Site inventories of three sites proposed for the new head offices of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (Pretoria) 
2004 - Heritage impact assessment of the proposed “Lalela” Freedom of speech platform on 
Church Square (Pretoria). 
2004 – Assessment of farm buildings and structures Vredefort Dome World Heritage Site.  
 
2003 - Preliminary Heritage Impact Assessment of the proposed Casa Giovanetti executive 
apartments in Niew Muckleneuk (Pretoria).  
2003 Assessment of National Heritage Site Klerksvly in the Golden Gate National Park.  
2003 - Archaeological phase 1 assessment for proposed upgrade of road D2900 Siyabuswa.   
2003 - Heritage Assessment of site proposed for KFC development Polokwane (Limpopo Province) 
2003 - Mitigation of archaeological sites. St Lucia National Park (World Heritage Site) 
2003 - Reconstruction and restoration of historic dwelling in Aoub River (Kgalagadi Transfrontier  
Park). Client: SANParks  
2003 - Heritage Impact Assessment Phase 2 Gautrain Speed Rail Client : Bohlweki Environmental 
Consulting 
2003 - Assessment of dwelling house in Otto Street (Krugersdorp)  
2003 - Assessment of old buildings in proposed residential area of Devland 33, (Soweto). Client: 
Helio Alliance 
 
2002 - Heritage assessment in the proposed road corridor for route K97 (Bon Accord).  
2002 - Heritage impact assessment in area proposed for development at ESCOM head offices 
(Witbank).  
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2002 - Heritage assessment in the proposed interchange of routes K57 and Atlas road (Kempton 
Park).  
2002 - Desk study on historic features in area proposed for Department of Environment Affairs 
and tourism new head offices (Pretoria).  

2002 - Heritage Impact Assessment Phase 1 Gautrain Speed Rail. 
2002 - Assessment of remains of structures in proposed new residential area (Kathlehong).  
2002 - Heritage impact assessment in proposed road corridor K111 (Kempton Park).  
2002 - Heritage impact assessment in Proposed road corridor Atlas Road (Kempton Park).  
2002 - Heritage impact assessment for EMP for proposed development of Municipal stone quarry, 
(Bon Accord).  
2002 - Assessment of structures in proposed development area of Brakfontein (Centurion). 
2002 - Recordings of historic farmstead of the farm Brakfontein (Centurion).    
2002. Assessment of all old buildings and farmsteads in proposed Vhembe Dongola Transfrontier 
Park (World Heritage Site). 
2002. Recording of old farmsteads (Witbank).  
2002 Assessment of old Modderfontein Mine workers compound, Brakpan East.  
2002. Assessment of dwelling houses in Luipaardsvlei, (Krugersdorp).  
2002 - Heritage assessment in proposed road corridor for re-alignment of Jochemus Street 
(Moreleta Park, Pretoria).  
2002 - Heritage assessment in area proposed for Zwartland residential development (Centurion).  
2002 - Assessment of historic structures and buildings on Zwartkops Country Club for proposed 
new residential development (Zwartkops).    
 

5) PUBLICATIONS 
Accredited Journals 

 
2014 – Bellman hangars, structures of scale and functionality. South African Journal of Art History. 
 
2010 – Circular structures and buildings associated with vernacular farm architecture and folk 
engineering. South African Journal for Art History. 
 
2010 – A typology for ‘waenhuise’ in the vernacular farm architecture of the trans-Vaal River 
region. South African Journal for Art History.  
 
2009 – The selective use of slate in vernacular farm buildings and structures north of the Vaal 
River. SA Journal of Art History (Vol: 24, nr2) 
 
2007 – A legacy of rondavels and rondavel houses in the northern interior of South Africa. SA 
Journal of Art History.  
 
2004 – A legacy of timber frame sheds and shelters in the trans-Vaal River region. SA Journal for 
Art History 
 
2004 – Oral evidence on the construction of vernacular farm dwellings in the Waterberg (Limpopo 
Province). SA Journal of Cultural History.  
 
2002 – Erich Mayer’s depiction of the vernacular hut and multiple hut building tradition. SA 
Journal for Art History 
 
2000 – Vernacular stone buildings and structures on farmsteads in the southern districts of the 
Mpumalanga Province. SA Journal for Cultural History. 
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Published Peer Reviewed Articles 

 
2013 – Manufacturing of iron and related metal products in South Africa during the Second World 
War (1939-1945). Research Journal Ditsong National Museum of Cultural History (Vol 8). 
 
2013 – Towards sustainable design and sympathetic site development; the new KPMG campus 
annex (Parktown, Johannesburg). Research Journal Ditsong National Museum of Cultural History 
(Vol 8). 
 
2012 – Supporting outbuildings on farmsteads north of the Vaal River. Research Journal Ditsong 
National Museum of Cultural History (Vol 7). 
 
2012 – The animal housing complex, a lesser building on the Hartebeestpoort farmstead. Research 
Journal Ditsong National Museum of Cultural History (Vol 7). 
 
2011 – Indigenous wood types north of the Vaal River used for construction and as timber in 
vernacular buildings during the period 1840-1940. Research Journal (Vol 6). Pretoria:  Ditsong 
National Museum of Cultural History.  
 
2011 – The use of dolerite at a remote stock kraal field post on the farm Rietvlei in the 
Machadodorp district (Mpumalanga Province). Research Journal (Vol 6). Pretoria:  Ditsong 
National Museum of Cultural History.  
 
2010 – Shelter and place making: from ‘association’ to ‘construction’. Research Journal (Vol 5). 
Pretoria:  Ditsong National Museum of Cultural History.  
 
2010 – The ‘presence’ of a Highveld farm house. Research Journal (Vol 5). Pretoria:  Ditsong 
National Museum of Cultural History.  
 
2010 – Matching, scratching and patching materials. The Green Building Handbook, South Africa, 
the essential guide (Vol. 3) CSIR: Section Building Environment. 
 
2009 – Building technology associated with the construction of early frontier dwellings; the 
example of the Hartebeestpoort dwelling (Pretoria). Research Journal (Vol 4). Pretoria: Ditsong 
National Museum of Cultural History. 
 
2009 – Prominent entrepreneurs and businessmen associated with the first hundred years of the 
economic history of Pretoria. Research Journal (Vol 4). Pretoria: Ditsong National Museum of 
Cultural History.  
 
2008 – Oral evidence on aspects of folk life during the first hundred years (1840-1940) of frontier 
settlement in the Waterberg (Limpopo Province). Research Journal (Vol 3). Pretoria: National 
Cultural History Museum . 
 
2008 – Engineering structures and buildings associated with the history of industry in Gauteng 
and its environs. Research Journal (Vol 3), Pretoria: National Cultural History Museum. 
 
2007 – Silverton Tannery and other early industries in Pretoria. Research Journal (Vol 2). Pretoria: 
National Cultural History Museum. 
 
2007 – The architectural significance of the Pioneer House in Silverton (Pretoria). Research Journal 
(Vol 2). Pretoria: National Cultural History Museum.   
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2006 – Conservation of the built heritage – unpacked. Research Journal (Vol 1). Pretoria: National 
Cultural History Museum. 
 
2006 – Urban conservation and sustainability: facing complexities and exploring different 
approaches (Vol 1). Research Journal. Pretoria: National Cultural History Museum.   
 
2005 – Beyond the frontier history of the Vredefort Dome area. Reimhold, W. U. and Gibson R.L. 
(Eds) Meteorite impact, the danger from space and South Africa’s mega impact, the Vredefort 
structure. Johannesburg: Chris van Rensburg Publishers. 
 
2004 – Historic landscape characterization (HLC) as an essential objective for layering of the rural 
landscape. Research by the National Cultural History Museum (Vol 13). Pretoria: National Cultural 
History Museum.  
 
2003 – Aspects of architectural conservation for the museologist.  
Chapter 1: Museums and architecture – a shift to variety and place making. 
Chapter 3: The museologist and architectural research.  
Chapter 4: The museologist and the conservation of architecture. 
Chapter 5: Museums and the presentation of architecture. 
Chapter 6: Oral evidence on the historic buildings and structures on the Klerksvly farmstead in the 
former Qwa-Qwa National Park. 
Chapter 7: Architectural significance of the 1886 homestead on the farm Zwartkoppies (Pretoria). 
 
2002 – Assessing the feature or the whole: the Lalela - Freedom of Speech Platform on Church 
Square, Pretoria.  
 
2000 – Cultural heritage and the environmental impact assessment process. Research by the 
National Cultural History Museum. Pretoria: National Cultural History Museum 
 
1999 – The construction of homesteads, shelters and other structures of survival associated with 
the Anglo Boer War. Research by the National Cultural History Museum. Pretoria: National 
Cultural History Museum  
 
1998 – Oral evidence of vernacular buildings and structures on farmsteads in the Waterberg 
(Northern Province). Research by the National Cultural History Museum. Pretoria: National 
Cultural History Museum  
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Appendix C 

Proposed Development Layout Plans 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDING OF BUILDINGS 
 

BUILDING 1 – MAIN HOSPITAL 

 

 

Section A 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The entire building has two stories. The 
northern elevation resembles similar 
architectural characteristics as a school 
complex with an open veranda and walkways 
on the ground floor and steel frame windows 
on the first floor, along the entire façade. The 
entire façade is constructed with face bricks: 
the bottom part with an orange coloured rough 
face brick and the top part with a rough grey-
blueish face brick. 



6 
 

 
 

2. Southern elevation 
 
 

 

 
The southern elevation consists of two 
sections: the southern elevation of the 
rectangular main building and the southern 
elevation of the connecting building between 
Section A and Section B. 
 
The entire facade of the main building is 
constructed with orange coloured rough face 
brick with some panels filled with plastered 
brick work. Standard steel frame windows are 
arranged in a horizontal band at the bottom. 
Steel frame windows of various sizes occur 
along the top of the building. 
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3. Eastern elevation 
 
 

      
 

 

 
 

 
This is the gable end of the building. The fire 
exits are located along this end and a steel stair 
case is mounted onto the building. Another 
steel structure serving as balcony is mounted 
onto the same gable end.  
 
The bottom part of the gable end is constructed 
with orange coloured face bricks while the top 
floor is constructed with plastered bricks.   
 
The building section linking Section A with 
Section B, faces eastwards. It is not a single 
straight building but has several sections of 
different architectural form, scale and size. 
Almost the entire section is constructed with 
the same orange coloured face bricks as 
Section A. As this is a link between Section A 
and Section B – both being double storey units 
– the link has to serve both floors but also 
contains the elevator shaft. The section 
housing the elevator shaft is three storeys high. 
The same shaft also contains the internal 
staircase which is visible through a large steel 
frame window. 
 
The most southern section of the link is also 
two stories high and contains the passages 
linking Section A with Section B. this section 
has a flat roof and two rows of windows. The 
bottom row of windows are six panel steel 
frame windows while the top row of windows 
are small concrete box frame types. 
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4. Western elevation 
 

 
 

 
 

 
This is the other gable end of the rectangular  
main building named Section A. this gable end 
is constructed with orange coloured face bricks 
along the bottom and plastered  brickwork 
along the top. A row of small concrete box 
frame windows is located along the bottom 
part of the gable end. 
 
The other part of the western elevation 
contains the link between Section A and 
Section B. The eastern and western elevations 
of this link differ slightly in architectural 
vocabulary. The link also contains a secondary 
entrance that served both Section A and B. The 
entrance is hidden behind the pal tree. This 
entrance has since been closed. The western 
elevation of the link reflects its function with 
the almost four stories tall elevator tower 
section almost in the centre.  
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Section B 

 

   

 

Figure 1. Section B consists of a rectangular building facing mostly eastwards with a number of additions along the northern end and along the western facade 
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1. Northern elevation 

 
 

 
 
  
 

 
This section of the hospital faces north at a 
different angle than the building of Section A. 
This used to be the original part of the hospital 
and it contains the original and current main 
entrance. From outside, the northern elevation 
seems to be a combination of buildings linked 
with each other in different architectural 
vocabularies and of different scale and sizes. 
The reason for this variety is the result of many 
alterations and additions to the original 
buildings. 
 
Contrary to Section A, this part of the hospital 
was constructed with red face bricks and all 
the connecting sections were also constructed 
with red face bricks. 
 
The first picture shows the small connecting 
passage way that links Section B with Building 
3. This short section consists only of a passage 
way and no wards or offices. This section was 
added when Section B and Building 3 had to 
be connected. It is assumed that the latter two 
buildings were initially separate. It is a single 
story section and constructed with the same 
dark red face bricks of the surrounding 
buildings of Building 3 and main building of 
Section B. The north-eastern façade of Section 
B is located along the right side of the picture. 
The concrete slabs of buildings that were 
demolished are located in the front. This 
section of the building is located along an open 
courtyard area. 
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This side of the building is the gable end as 
indicated by the presence of the red face brick 
gable. An annex was added to the building 
(left) but constructed with orange coloured 
face bricks and a different architectural 
vocabulary. An effort was made to replicate 
the same concrete box frame windows.  
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2. Southern elevation 
 
 
 

 
 

 

This is one of the gable ends of the building 
and the southern elevation extends to the 
linking buildings between Section B and 
Section C. 
 
The many additions and extensions of the building 
are the most prominent features of this elevation. 
The double storey gable of the original core 
building is obscured behind all the additions. The 
additions to the core building are singles tory 
sections with a gable roof. These additions were 
added over several years and none of them reflect 
any sympathy with the architectural character of the 
original building. The additions are of an industrial 
nature as they serve as rooms for air conditioning, 
generators and storage spaces.  For this this reason 
the buildings have no windows, industrial doors 
and the rooms have flat roofs.  
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3. Eastern elevation 
 
 

 
 

 
The larger part of this elevation is located 
south of the connecting passage way linking 
Section A with Section B.  
 
It is a double story section with school type 
treatment of the fenestration and façade: face 
brick walling with the same type of steel frame 
windows arranged at an equal distance from 
each other. Some windows have been closed. 
Almost the entire top floor has an open 
veranda type walkway with the roof supported 
by red face brick columns. These openings 
have now been barred with permanent steel 
burglar bars. 
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4. Western elevation 

 

 
 

 
The building was oriented on a north-eastern 
axis rather than a simple north-south axis. The 
result is that the main entrance to the original 
hospital is located along this elevation – facing 
almost to the street. The elevation facing the 
main entrance to the site suggests many 
entrances into the hospital complex. The 
entrance with the prominent protruding canopy 
still suggesting it to be the main entrance. 
 
The main entrance has no monumental features 
or any outstanding architectural characteristics 
suggesting that it is the main entrance. The 
building has a flat façade of red face brick 
walling with an entrance located in the centre 
of the façade on ground floor and a series of 
small concrete box frame windows. The 
canopy above the entrance does not form part 
of the original design and is a separate 
structure from the main building. 
 
The western elevation of the southern section 
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of the building contains several additions and 
extensions added to the original core building 
as lean-tos and some eventually closed to 
become service areas inside formal rooms.   
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Section C 
 

    

 

Figure 2. Section C of the hospital has a complex floor plan with individual sections articulating at a number of points rendering this section difficult to classify in terms 
of its floor plan and shape. 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The northern part of the building has a section 
that can be classified as part of the northern 
elevation of Section C. 
 
The northern elevation is not a single façade of 
single building but contains small sections of 
buildings – some part of the original core 
building and some only later additions. The 
architectural vocabulary differs and the various 
more recent additions can be clearly defined. 
 
What seems like a main entrance is located 
underneath an new addition executed in red 
face bricks elevated above ground and 
supported by thin columns. Half of this 
covered area is used as carport for hospital 
officials. 
 
The tall face brick section towering above all 
the other buildings contains the elevator shaft 
and elevator.  
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2. Southern elevation 
 
 

   
 
 
 

   
 

 
The southern elevations are also characterised by 
awkward angles of the core building and the links 
with Section B with all the later accretions and 
supporting additions. None of the elevations are 
clearly defined according to the four wind 
directions. 
 
The entire section has a double storey with 
awkward looking pieces along both the eastern, 
western and southern elevations.  
 
Section C was constructed with bleached red to 
pink-coloured face bricks. Many alterations and 
additions were made to this section of the hospital 
with several mechanical installations of additional 
services exposed and visible along the exterior of 
the building. 
 
The tall portion of the building with elevation 
containing large glass windows face south as well 
as the protruding portion in front with a similar 
looking steel frame window.  
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3. Eastern elevation 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The eastern elevation also contains no clearly 
defined portion that can be defined as east 
facing.  
 
One of the sections oriented along an almost 
perfect north-south axis has an east facing 
façade. This section has the architectural 
character of a residence with the same steel 
frame window type repeated along the same 
rhythm for the entire façade. 
 
The passages linking Section B with Section C 
have flat roofs while the principle building of 
Section C has a gable roof.  
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4. Western elevation 
 

 
 

 
The main entrance into the site and towards the 
parking are of the hospital is located along the 
western elevation of the facility. This implies 
that al the main entrances into the building are 
also entered from the west.   
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

 

Section A 

This is a government building and standard 
foundations specifications for a double story 
structure applied. However, the structure 
consists of concrete slabs and concrete 
columns with most of the walling added as 
infill. 

 

Section B 

This is a government building and standard 
foundations specifications for a double story 
structure applied. However, the structure may 
consist of concrete slabs and concrete columns 
with most of the walling added as infill. If this 
is the case the concrete columns were covered 
with red face bricks and the columns are 
obscured. 

 

 

Section C 

This is a government building and standard 
foundation specifications for a double story 
structure applied. However, the structure may 
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consist of concrete slabs and concrete columns 
with most of the walling added as infill. If this 
is the case the concrete columns were covered 
with red face bricks and the columns are 
obscured. 

 

 

2. Floors 

 

   

 

 

As the various sections of the hospital complex 
was erected at different periods the 
architectural details differ and different 
building materials and elements occur in the 
different buildings. Over time features inside 
the various buildings were replaced and 
uniformity became the rule of thumb. 

 

All the floors are based on concrete slabs but 
interior and exterior coverings differ. Outside 
most floors have remained uncovered concrete 
but the tops were given a thin screed allowing 
the surfaces to be smooth and easy to move on 
with wheel chairs.  

 

At some of the entrances the walkways were 
covered with new surface materials such as 
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Figure 3. Polished cement screed flooring in the passages 

   

 

ceramic tiles and small cut slate tiles.  

 

The floor surfaces inside are kept smooth and 
polished but in more recent times the surfaces 
were covered with wide PVC strips that are 
glued to the concrete slabs. These PVC floors 
are used in the passages and continue into the 
wards and into some bathrooms. 

 

In the linking areas the passage floors are 
covered with PVC footfall flooring (rubber 
based flooring with circular studs). This allows 
the flooring to be more stable for movement 
preventing slipping. 

 

In some passages, wide non-standard 
triangular skirtings were installed where the 
floors and the walls meet. These prevent 
trolleys, mobile beds and wheel chairs to get 
too close to the walls to damage the walls. In 
other passages of the other buildings and 
linking sections different types of skirtings 
were used ranging from custom made PVC 
skirting to wooden skirtings. 

 

In some areas the original PVC floor covering 
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Figure 4. Wide strips of PVC flooring covering the entire width of the passage.  
Triangular skirtings were installed in the corners where the floors and walls meet, to 

prevent any mobile beds, trolleys and wheel chairs to damage the walls. 

 

was laid with some sense for aesthetics. The 
central part of the passage was covered with 
one color of PVC while the borders – along the 
walls were done in another color of PVC. 
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Figure 5. Passage floor covered with PVC footfall studs making the sloping floor less 
slippery 
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Figure 6. PVC strips in different colors - central strip in one color and a border in 
another color. 
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Figure 7. PVC strips running parallel with the flow in the passages. 

 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

All the external staircases form part of the fire 
escape systems of each building. These 
staircases are standard steel frame structures 
that are mounted on the exterior of the 
building. They consist of two flights of stairs 
with a landing at the top. 

 

All the buildings are set on a slope and all 
three sections have more than one story. As the 
building is used as a hospital, stairs are limited 
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and where floor levels can be mitigated with 
ramps of sloping walkways it was introduced.  

 

All three sections consist of multi-story 
structures and staircases had to be introduced 
as part of the interior spatial layout plans. 
Elevators were also installed and can be found 
in the two tower complexes. The tower 
complexes also accommodate the staircases 

 

A significant element of the staircases is the 
presence of hand railings along both sides of 
the staircase. Railings are also installed along 
the walling. 

 

The stairs form part of the original buildings 
and are cast concrete elements. The cement 
was painted and aluminum strips with rubber 
inlays were mounted on the front rim of each 
stair. 

 

The internal staircase  in the linking complex 
between Section B and Section C the original 
steps each had two rows of tiny mosaic pies 
along the front of each stair. 
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Figure 8. General view of the staircase inside the elevator tower 
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Figure 9. Steel railings and floor treatment of the staircase 
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Figure 10. Halfway landing of the staircase 
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Figure 11. Detail of the stairs and aluminum strips along the edges. 
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Figure 12. Detail of small mosaic tiles along the edges 

 

4. Walls 

 

 

The three sections were constructed with 
different types of face brick. 

 

Section A 

 

This section was constructed with an orange 
colored rough-face face brick at the bottom 
and plastered brick walling at the top. The 
northern façade has a very rough blueish 
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Figure 13. Top floor of Section A with extensive windows along the top and orange 
brick masonry along the bottom part. 

 

colored face brick, that was used below the 
windows and along the panels in between 
windows. This is the only place on the site 
where these bricks were used. They were also 
used in a more creative manner than the 
standard stretcher bond method with some 
brick protruding forward and some laid 
vertically. This renders this section of the 
façade more decorative and sculptural than any 
other part of Section A.  

 

The interior walls of this section are all 
plastered brick walls. Walls were all covered 
with PVC rolls in order to make cleaning 
easier. In some areas the PVC strips reach up 
to ceiling height. 

 

Serious effort was made to apply 
contemporary hospital standards and to 
safeguard walling and corners of doors and 
entrances.  

 

Metal railings were installed in the passages 
about 400mm above the floor serving as 
protection of the walls against bumps and 
scratches by trolleys and mobile beds.  
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Figure 14. Orange colored face bricks and blueish face bricks along the top 

 

 

 

Figure 15. The interior walls used to be of face brick but were later painted without 
plastering. 

 

 

Vertical corners are protected by strips of 
stainless steel or aluminum for the same 
reason.  

 

Section B 

 

This section is the older of the three sections 
and seems to be the original hospital building. 
This building was constructed with a dark red 
face brick. This an exceptionally hard face 
brick. It may be Kirkness bricks. 

 

The linking buildings between Section B and 
Section C also indicate the various brick types.  

 

In this section the walls in some of the 
passages were left unplastered and unpainted 
and were painted later. These walls are still 
unplastered and the type of brick used for the 
walling was a face brick and not a stock brick. 
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Figure 16. Wide custom made triangular skirtings were mounted to the walls to 
protect the walls from bumps and scratches. 

 

Section C 

 

This section may have been added to Section 
B at a later stage as some effort was made to 
select a brick type that is sympathetic to the 
red face bricks used in Section B. The bricks 
of Section C are more brownish in color 
sometimes reflect an orange hue, depending on 
the position of the sun.  
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Figure 17. Vertical corners are protected with strips of polished stainless steel plating 
and railings along the bottom part of the walls 
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5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

   

 

 

 

None of the buildings contain fire places or 
chimneys 

6. Roofs  

All the sections of the main hospital is covered 
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Figure 18. Planking mounted below the soffits 

by galvanized sheet iron. 
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Figure 19. Planking strips mounted below the eaves covering the soffit. 

 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

The open walkways and verandas in Section A 
have no ceilings. The bottom of the concrete 
slabs of the top floor serve as ceilings and 
were only painted.  

 

Various types of ceilings are used but they 
have not been part of the original design of the 
various buildings. Suspended ceilings are 
mounted in all the passages. Sound absorbing 
panels with aluminum frames are used. 
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Figure 20. Concrete sections that are part of the concrete floor slabs of the top floor. 

  

 

 

 

Figure 21. Concrete ceiling - merely the bottom of the cast concrete slab of the floor 
above exposed on the open verandas and covered walkways. 

 

 

 

 



53 
 

  

 

 

 

Figure 22. Sound absorbing suspended ceiling boards with recessed light boxes. 
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Figure 23. Sound absorbing suspended ceilings with recessed light fittings in the 
passages 

 

8. Doors 

 

 

Some exterior doors have been closed and are 
not used anymore. This was done for security 
reasons. 

 

Entrances and exits have now been 
rationalized in order to make the buildings 
more secure and focus movement at certain 
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Figure 24. Main entrance into the original hospital - Section B. 

 

points. 

 

From the western side it seems as if the 
complex has several entrances and the 
complex is not designed with a prominent 
central entrance. The original building 
(Section B) had a central entrance which is 
currently defined by the presence of a steel 
frame roof structure serving as a porte cochere. 

 

All exterior entrances are now protected by 
burglar bars and steel burglar doors on the 
exterior or interior. Otherwise the doors 
remain locked. 

 

In all the buildings solid wooden frame doors 
with glass paneling, have been installed. Most 
doors are double doors swinging inwards.  
Some of the entrances have fanlights above the 
doors forming part of the original intent of the 
door design. The individual doors of wards 
and offices in Section B – the original hospital 
also have fanlights above the doors.  

 

Interior doors leading to the wards and offices 
are standard doors but with stainless steel 
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paneling along the bottom 400mm of the door 
protecting the door from bumps and kicking 
when nurses and other staff enter the room 
carrying a tray or other equipment. 
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Figure 25. Interior doors have stainless steel plating along the bottom 400mm of the 
door, installed to protect the door from kicking feet when staff enter and exist rooms 

with medical equipment in their hands. 
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Figure 26. Large wooden swing doors set in a steel frame and steel burglar bar doors 
existing from the landing in Section B 

 

 

 

Figure 27. Double doors into the passage allowing movement of beds and wheel chairs 
through the entrance 
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Figure 28. French type doors inside the passage of Section B. These doors are more 
recent additions and not part of the original design of the building 
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Figure 29. Stainless steel frames of the door into the elevator in Section B 
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Figure 30. Steel bar safety doors mounted onto the exterior of the rooms on the 
landing of the elevator tower in Section B. 

 

     

 

 

9. Windows 

 

 

Steel frame windows were installed in all the 
buildings and sections of buildings. Most of 
the windows are standard steel frame types. 
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Figure 31. Small steel frame windows in Section A 

  

 

The 6 and 9 pane frames are commonly used. 

 

As the various sections were erected at 
different times the fenestration details differ.  

 

This hospital is a specialised institution with 
specialized functions in each of the sections. 
The windows reflect this as a variety of 
window types occur in the various buildings. 
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Figure 32. Open walkway of Section B permanently closed-off with steel burglar bars 
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Figure 33. Standard  multi- pane steel frame windows 
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Figure 34. Standard multi pane steel frame windows in Section A 
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Figure 35. Six pane steel frame windows with thick ceramic tiles used as window sills. 
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Figure 36. Standard steel frame windows in the gable end. 
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Figure 37. Steel frame windows in the elevator tower with vertical pivot windows 
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Figure 38. Detail of brass window handle in elevator tower of Section C 

   

 

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

As the hospital specialized in the treatment of 
patients that are physically impaired, all 
bathrooms are designed and equipped to cater 
for these patients. Only the visitors and public 
bathrooms are equipped with standard ablution 
equipment. 
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Figure 39. Bathroom for impaired patients 

 

 

  

 

Bathrooms are fitted with metal railings next 
to toilets, around cisterns, next to bath tubs. 

 

Levers instead of taps are installed at wash 
basins and bath tubs   
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Figure 40. Impaired patient bath tub located in the centre of the bathroom 
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Figure 41. Patient bathroom with hand rails 

 

 

11. Light fittings 

 

 

All the light fittings have been upgraded since 
the buildings were erected. 
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Figure 42. Tube lighting in recessed light boxes in the ceiling 

   

 

Figure 43. In some areas neon light box units were installed together the recessed box 
light fittings. 
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Figure 44. Contemporary circular roof light on the landing of the staircase 
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12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

           

 

 

 

No built-in cupboards and shelving were 
recorded. 

13. Other elements 

 

 

 

Figure 45. Wooden seats with square tubing steel frames installed to accommodate 
visitors and waiting patients 

 

 

In some areas steel frame benches and seats 
were installed in the waiting areas for patients. 
These may have been installed later as these 
areas probably used chairs soon after the 
building was completed. 

 

The only evidence of the official opening of 
the original hospital building is the presence of 
a wooden plaque near the entrance foyer of the 
older building – Section B – indicating that the 
building was opened in 1947. 

 

A clear indication that the building has become 
impractical is the presence of extensive 
cabling mounted externally along the passages, 
through rooms and along exteriors of the 
various buildings. Recent addition of air 
conditioning units to wards and offices seems 
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Figure 46. Wooden plaque with the historical information on the official opening of 
the original hospital 

       

 

random and unplanned.   
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Figure 47. Many cables are merely bolted to the walls and ceilings in order to supply 
electricity to air conditioning units and other electrical installations 
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TSHWANE REHABILITATION CENTRE, PRETORIA  

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDING OF BUILDINGS 

BUILDING 2 – PLEGIC SECTION (UNIT) 
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Figure 48. Location and orientation of the building, in relation to the adjacent buildings and site. 

                                                            

 

 

 

  



82 
 

1. Northern elevation 
 

 
 

        
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The building has a half H-floor plan with two 
northern elevation; one being part of an 
enclosure where bio-kinetic rehabilitation 
work is done and another forming the most 
northern part of the building.  
 
It is a single story building constructed with 
the same orange coloured face brick and a roof 
with IBR profile sheeting. The façade of the 
most northern part of the building was 
extended to create a wide veranda of about 5m 
and another section was added that operate 
separately from the this veranda roof area. 
 
Various wards have windows onto the garden 
and the wide veranda. No direct sunlight enters 
these wards.  
 
The veranda area roof is supported by steel 
pipe columns. 
 
The northern elevation inside the closed atrium 
area is different form the most northern 
elevation. This elevation has a wide roof eave 
but without a veranda along the façade. It has 
more windows and has large steel frame glass 
doors that open onto the atrium area.     
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2. Southern elevation 
 

 
 
 

 
The southern elevation serves as envelope to 
the atrium between Building 1 and Building 2. 
Along one section the entire façade consist of a 
covered walkway or veranda. At the most 
western part of this elevation the building has 
only windows and no walkway or verandas. 
It is also along this side of the building where 
covered walkways connect Building 1 with 
Building 2. 
 
The southern side of the building inside the 
atrium forms part of the rehabilitation area for 
the hospital. A wide veranda area includes a 
mall pool used for physiotherapy.  
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The building has more than one eastern 
elevation. The most extreme eastern elevation 
consist of the gable ends of two part of the 
building and a connecting walls with a steel 
door. 
 
Along the most extreme western side of the 
building, a wall of square open concrete blocks 
define another eastern boundary. This wall 
connects the Plegic section with the open braai  
area. 
 
Another eastern elevation is located inside the 
atrium and a short section of the Plegic section 
serves as link between the northern and 
southern section of this part of Building 2.    
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4. Western elevation 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The western elevation forms an L-shape. This 
includes the most western gable end of the 
building facing the street. The gable end 
contains only a single window but also 
includes the concrete block wall and the 
western wall of the braai area.  
 
The main entrance into the Plegic centre is 
located in the remaining western elevation. 
The entrance to this section is defined by a 
single separate and detached simple roof 
structure set on steel columns with a flat roof.  
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 49. The foundations are not exposed but covered by concrete aprons around 
the building 

 

It is a simple single story building and the 
foundations are standard concrete bases for the 
building. The building has no plinth but almost 
the entire structure is surrounded by a concrete 
apron. 
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2. Floors 

 

 

Figure 50. Concrete aprons with proper water drainage furrows around the building. 

 

 

 

 

The floors are on the same level inside the 
building and no stairs occur. All the floors 
have a concrete base. On the northern veranda 
the concrete is covered with thick cement tiles. 

 

Inside the building the floors are covered with 
PVC floors rolled out and compacted to the 
floor with glue and treated with rollers during 
construction. 
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Figure 51. Thin floor tiles covering the wide veranda along the northern elevation 
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Figure 52. The interior flooring consists of thick PVC strips that are smooth and easy 
to move around with trolleys and wheel chairs. 

 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

Figure 53. Long and wide ramp as an extension of the tarmac surface of the parking 
area in front of the main entrance. 

 

There is no stairs or staircases and where the 
floor levels differ, ramps were constructed. A 
long and wide ramp was also constructed on 
the tarmac at the main entrance - leading to the 
main entrance. 

 

All other entrances into the building were also 
supplied with concrete ramps allowing easier 
access for wheel chairs and trolleys. 
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Figure 54. Concrete ramp in front of the entrance to the machine room 
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Figure 55. Concrete ramp in front of the entrance to the lecture hall. 

 

4. Walls 

 

Figure 56. Orange colored face brick was used for the construction of the entire 
building. 

 

 

 

The entire building complex was constructed 
with the same orange colored face bricks. No 
exceptional brick masonry occurs anywhere in 
the building structure. No wall has a plinth or 
contains another brick type or a brick of 
another color.  

 

Along the northern elevation plastered brick 
forms a band above the window lintels up to 
the roof. 

 

The concrete brick wall connecting the Plegic 
section with braai area, was added later and 
forms an exception to the original intent of the 
building design. The wall is also unstable 
suggesting its more recent character as an 
addition rather than being part of the structure 
of the original building.   
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Figure 57. Face brick detail at the bottom of the window section in the wall. 

 

 

 

Figure 58. Decorative cement block walls linking the hospital with the braai area 
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5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

   

Figure 59. Large braai structure located about 30m from the main building. 

 

 

The building has no fire place or chimneys. 

A large braai area is located northwest of the 
building and a detached braai has been 
constructed in isolation from the main 
building. 

6. Roofs 

 

 

Figure 60. General view of the roofing of the building 

 

 

The building has a low pitch roof covered with 
Clip-Lock type roof sheets. The roof gables 
are covered with long section of curved 
flashings in order to contain any water 
entering the roof cavity. These are folded over 
the fascia boarding. 

The roof has an eave of about 500mm. 

 

A wide (almost 5 m) covered stoep is located 
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Figure 61. Detail of the roof trim and flashing bent over the fascia boarding. 

 

 

Figure 62. Roof of the wide veranda along the entire length of the northern facade. 

 

along the entire northern elevation. An 
additional stoep area was added to provide for 
a braai area with a detached roof supported by 
steel pipe columns. 

 

A wide veranda also occur along the southern 
elevation inside the atrium.  

 

Another detached roof is located in front of the 
main entrance to the building. It has a 
galvanized sheet roof supported by steel 
columns.  
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Figure 63. Roof structure used during braais, detached from the main building. 

 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

Figure 64. Gypsum boarding used for the ceilings on the veranda. 

 

 

Standard gypsum board ceilings were installed 
on the verandas and inside the wards, offices 
and along the passages. 

 

In some areas inside the building, suspended 
ceilings have been installed 



100 
 

 

Figure 65. Suspended ceilings inside the building. 

 

8. Doors 

 

 

    

   

 

Door types range from crude industrial steel 
doors outside the atrium area to alluminium 
glass doors in the atrium opening outwards 
and wooden doors fitted with louvre panels 
allowing ventilation through the doors. The 
front door at the entrance is a solid wooden 
door with mounted glass at the top.  

 

For security purposes steel bar doors have 
been added to some of the doors such as the 
main entrance door. 
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Figure 66. Aluminum and glass doors in the atrium area. 

 

 

Figure 67. Wooden doors with louvre panels allowing ventilation into and out of the 
room 
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Figure 68. Main entrance with double doors. 

     

 

 

9. Windows 

 

 

 

Standard steel frame windows are used in the 
building. a preference for windows with fixed 
panes at the bottom and awnings along the top.  
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Figure 69. Large steel frame windows with four plus four panes – opening at the top. 

 

 

Figure 70. Large steel frame windows with six panels opening at the top 
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10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No  ablution facilities were recorded. Bath 
rooms and toilets were designed to serve the 
needs of individuals or patients with specific 
impairments.  

Only staff bathrooms and ablutions contain 
standard equipment and sanitary ware. 
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11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

 

 

Round dome-type lights are used outside the 
building as standard lighting to the site and not 
as security lighting. 

Where suspended ceilings were installed 
inside, tube lighting set in to the ceiling in 
reflective boxes were installed. 
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Figure 71. Where suspended ceilings were installed, they were fitted with tube lights 
set into the ceiling. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

           

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 

13. Other elements 

 

 

Figure 72. Small pool under the veranda roof in the atrium. 

            

 

 

The building has to cater for a variety of 
patients with physical impairments. In the 
atrium  in the central part of the building, a 
small pool was built in an elevated platform 
structure allowing for physiotherapeutic 
exercises. 

 

Another structure in the atrium is a small 
pedestal with steps and solid hand railings on 
both sides that were designed to be used for 
bio-kinetic movements and to assist in 
rehabilitation of all kinds of physical injuries. 

 

As the building is younger than 60 years it 
does not reflect exceptional decay, wear and 
tear. The roof has box gutters with square 
down pipes that are still in relative good 
condition.  
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Figure 73. Small staircase constructed as part of the therapy offered at the hospital 
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Figure 74. Neatly maintained, box gutters and downpipes 
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Figure 75. Effort went into draining water from the roof away from the building via small furrows and 
grid covered canals 
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TSHWANE REHABILITATION CENTRE, PRETORIA  

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDING OF BUILDINGS 

BUILDING 3 – PSYCHIATRIC WARD 
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Figure 76. Location and orientation of the building in relation to the adjacent buildings 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The general character of the building is that of 
a small building covered by another wider and 
taller building. This arrangement allows for the 
entrances to halls and passages to be set back 
and results in a wide covered stoep area along 
the eastern elevation.  
 
The smaller section has walls of plastered 
brick while the larger building is constructed 
with a dark red face brick. This gable end of 
the building faces towards the north. 
 
The building has no entrances directly along 
this elevation except for an entrance at the 
back (northern side) leading from the covered 
walkway.    
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2. Southern elevation 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 

 
The building is connected to the main hospital 
via a connecting passage way. 
 
A separate red face brick building is located 
along the western elevation of building 3but is 
indicated on the diagram as a lean-to to 
building 3.  
 
This side of the building is not its principal 
façade but rather the back and side of the 
building.  
 
The southern elevation is a gable end and the 
gable facing the street is closed with two 
feeble looking windows  - one is closed-up 
with bricks  
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

       
 
 

 
This can be considered the principal façade of 
the building as several ward and passages open 
onto the wide covered stoep area. 
 
The façade is wide of which two thirds are 
taken up by the covered stoep with an 
exceptional high ceiling. The northern end of 
the building looks like a later extension and the 
covered stoep does not extend along the front 
of the building. 
 
The only evidence of any protection against 
the sun from the east is a makeshift porch roof 
mounted onto two circular pipe columns.  
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4. Western elevation 
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
This elevation s mostly obscured from the 
public eye as it serves as envelope for a large 
open space that only serves as work area and 
connecting courtyard through which back 
doors and service entrances can be reached. 
 
The general characteristic of this elevation is 
the open space between the main hospital 
building and building 3, and the way the slope 
of the site was countered by creating a terrace. 
The terrace is paved with slate with a steep 
slope dividing the lower from the higher level.  
 
The western elevation also contains the 
connecting passage way between building 3 
and the main hospital.    
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118 
 

 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

Figure 77. The foundation along the veranda side is obscured by a cement water furrow 

 

 

Figure 78. Inverted plinth along the lower end of the walls executed with face bricks 

 

 

The buildings have standard concrete 
foundations not serving the building walls but 
also the wide veranda along the eastern 
elevation. The foundations are not exposed but 
the lower part of the wall of the red face brick 
building has an exposed inverted brick plinth.  

The buildings are set on a slight slope but the 
floors are all level resulting in the surrounding 
land surface to be landscaped to serve the need 
for a level floor.   

The foundations are protected by a well-
defined cement water furrow allowing 
rainwater to drain away from the building in 
order to get rid of water draining from the 
roofs along the gutters and down piping.  

2. Floors  

All the floors inside and outside, have a 
concrete slab as base. On the covered veranda 
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Figure 79. The covered stoep is covered with cement tiles 

 

   

the concrete is covered with cement tiles and 
indoors a variety of PVC materials are used. 
Inside the floors are covered with thick plastic 
glued to the floor. Floors in the passages have 
a wide central strip of one color with a narrow 
border strip of another color. 

3. Stairs and staircases  

All the floors are level, including the floor of 
the open veranda. The only stairs are outside 
where the landscape was altered and terraced 
in order to avoid the need to have stairs inside 
the building.  
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Figure 80. As the interior and covered stoep area's floors are on one level the landscape had to be 
terraced to accommodate the slope of the site. 

 

4. Walls 

 

 

The complex consists of two buildings; one 
constructed with red face bricks and the other 
with plastered brick walling. The red face 
brick is laid in standard stretcher bond. The 
building has an inverted plinth with the upper 
part of the face brick protruding slightly over 
the bottom part of the wall.  

 

The interior walls are of plastered brick and 
painted. In some rooms the walls have been 
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Figure 81. Most of the building was constructed with deep red face bricks 

 

   

 

 

covered with a similar PVC material as the 
floors. The PVC covering does not go up to 
ceiling height but only to the height of the 
door lintels.  

 

In the ablution and bathroom facilities, the 
walls are covered with high gloss white tiles 
from floor to ceiling. 
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5. Fire places and chimneys   

 

 

 

The building does not have any fire places and 
chimneys 

6. Roofs 

 

 

Figure 82. The roof has two levels but with the same pitch 

 

 

 

Both the tall and smaller buildings have a 
gable roof with a low pitch. The gables are 
covered with saddle roofs.  

 

The larger building has a very deep covered 
stoep area allowing patients access to a semi-
open space and sunlight. The smaller building 
has no veranda. The roofs have narrow fascia 
boarding but due to lack of maintenance strips 
have become loose and are falling off.  
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Figure 83. Narrow fascia boarding occurs along the gable ends. 

 

7. Ceilings 

 

   

 

 

Gypsum boarding occurs throughout the 
building and was used on the wide stoep area 
and inside the building. Due to bad 
maintenance the cornices of the ceiling on the 
stoep area are coming loose. 

 

Maintenance inside have been more consistent 
and the ceilings are mostly in a good 
condition. 
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8. Doors 

      

 

Only some of the original exterior doors have 
remained intact. Others have been removed 
and replaced with more practical industrial 
door types.   

Some doors have also been removed 
completely and the cavities were filled with 
plastered brick. 

A unique feature of the doors is the presence 
of polished stainless steel plating on the lower 
parts of the doors and at the corners. This 
safeguards the corners against excessive 
degradation and chipping of the wood. Doors 
also have small portholes allowing visual 
access from all sides when entering or exiting. 
Aluminum door handles are new but may have 
been part of the doors when they were 
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Figure 84. Entrance into the connecting passage between this building and the hospital with double doors 
allowing wheel chairs to move through.   

replaced.  
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9. Windows 

 

 

 

Figure 85. Standard steel frame windows. 

 

  

 

 

Standard steel frame windows were used in 
both sections of the building. what is more 
exceptional are the architectural features 
associated with the windows. Concrete box 
frames occur as part of the architecture of the 
red face brick building. they are the only 
unique and outstanding features on the exterior 
of the building. Other design features include 
protruding concrete slabs at the top and the 
bottom of smaller windows serving as lintels 
and windows sills. These windows are 
accompanied by a small plastered rectangle 
located about 500mm above the window lintel. 

 

In the backyard areas windows are secured on 
the outside with steel cages covered with a 
steel mesh serving as burglar proofing. These 
cages are prominent and have become part of 
the building’s exterior character.    

 

Window-like openings also occur inside the 
building enabling the staff to have visual 
access from the passages into some of the 
ward. These ‘windows’ have wooden frames 
and are filled with fixed glass panes.  
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Figure 86. Fixed pane glass windows allow observation from the passages into some offices 

   

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 A variety of bath room fixtures and fittings 
occur at various locations inside the hospital. 
These are all introduced to serve different 
needs for the different types of patients. 
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Of special significance are the bathrooms with 
features installed to accommodate patients 
with physical impairments. Taps at washbasins 
have levers instead of standard turning taps.  
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11. Light fittings 

 

  

 

 

Figure 87. Box Tube light fittings fitted externally below the ceiling 

 

Standard neon tube lighting was installed, 
supported by LED circular ceiling lighting. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

           

 

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 

13. Other elements  

Box gutters are mounted along the draining 
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sides of the roof. These are supported by 
square down piping.  

Although the wide veranda along the eastern 
elevation is only about 300mm to 400mm 
above ground, this area has a steel railing 
preventing people to fall off the stoep or for 
any of the mobile beds or wheel chairs to tip 
off the stoep.  
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Figure 88. Location and orientation of building in relation to the adjacent buildings and site. 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The building does not front towards the north 
One of the gable ends face northwards. The 
lower part of the gable wall consist of face 
bricks while the top part, including the gable is 
done in plastered brick. Six small windows 
indicate the position of the ablutions. 

2. Southern elevation 
 
 

 
The southern elevation is a gable end of the 
building. Only a single narrow steel frame window 
high up on the wall and two ventilator doors occur 
in this gable. 
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

 
 

 
This forms the back of the building and almost 
the entire side is filled with panels of small 
winblock-type bricks with a narrow steel frame 
window directly above. 
 
None of the windows are installed for the 
enjoyment of the landscape but rather to 
supply light and fresh air to the interior.  
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4. Western elevation 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
This is the principal façade of the building and 
it consists of several features arranged in no 
symmetrical order or to serve any aesthetic 
purpose. The building is entered from this side. 
 
The façade reflect the same panels with 
winblock-type bricks underneath narrow steel 
frame windows. Areas that allowed for semi-
covered storage space was used for storage and 
later closed with steel cages covered with a 
steel mesh.   
 
Lean-to roof structures were also introduced to 
serve as additional storage space.  
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 89. The  foundation is not exposed as the entire building is surrounded by a concrete apron. 

 

 

The foundation is obscured behind a neat 
cement water furrow draining water from the 
roof. 

2. Floors 

 

 

All the floors have a concrete slab base that 
was left uncovered. In some areas such as the 
bath rooms patches of green floor paint was 
observed and may have been part of the 
original intent of the design but the floor was 
not maintained.  
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3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

 

The building has no stairs and the interior 
flooring and exterior levels of the apron and 
walkways are more or less the same height. 
Where differences occurred, the problem of 
movement with trolleys was mitigated with 
low ramps made of cement. 

 

4. Walls  

The entire building was constructed with an 
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orange colored face brick. Along the eastern 
and western elevation the face brick walling 
ends along the window lintel height and the 
remaining part of the walls were done in 
plastered brick. The northern gable is only 
halfway constructed with face bricks while the 
entire southern gable consist of face brick 
walling   

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

  

 

The building contains no fire place and no 
chimneys. 

6. Roofs 

 

 

The building has a low pitch saddle roof 
covered with corrugated iron sheeting. All 
elevations have fascia boarding.   
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Figure 90. Low pitch roof with broken fascia boarding 

 

Figure 91. The loss of the fascia boarding exposes the width of the gable eaves. 

7. Ceilings  

The ceilings consist of gypsum boarding with 
the same gypsum boarding cornices. 
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Figure 92. Standard gypsum board ceiling with standard cornice. 

 

8. Doors 

 

   

 

The building has a single entrance located in 
the western elevation. All washing moves in 
and out of this entrance. The small atrium 
where washing enters the building used to be a 
semi-open area but it has been closed off with 
a steel frame cage–type structure which is 
covered with a steel mesh. 

 

All other doors are internal. Doors to the 
toilets have polished stainless steel plating 
covering the lower half of the doors protecting 
the doors from chipping and any damage by 
kicking or pushing the door closed or open.  
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9. Windows 

 

 

A variety of window types were used in the 
building varying from standard elongated steel 
frame windows used for light and ventilation 
to small horizontal pivots and awning type 
windows. One or two large steel frame 
windows are installed in some elevations. 

 

The building has also been altered over time. 
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Figure 93. Small steel frame windows with ceramic tiles as window sills 

 

      

Rectangular strip windows used to be located 
in the southern gable wall but these have been 
removed and the cavities were filled-in with  
face bricks.  

 

A unique feature of the building is the 
combination of winblock type bricks with 
small strip windows directly above allowing 
the building to express some fine design 
aesthetic characteristics.  
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Figure 94. Fine combination of ornamental bricks with small windows above. 

 

 

Figure 95. Location of horizontal steel frame windows, now removed and the original window cavities 
filled with face bricks. 
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10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

               

 

The building has its own ablutions for the staff 
who work inside. Little effort went into a 
proper ablution facility and standard porcelain 
wash basins were installed. Wall mounted 
stainless steel urinals were installed for the 
men. 

 

The showers are left open with only a plastic 
screen curtain to be closed for any privacy.   
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11. Light fittings 

 

Figure 96. External tube lighting in a box, mounted onto the ceiling. 

 

 

Standard neon tube lighting was installed 
throughout the building. 

 

The same standard light was also installed as 
security lighting on some of the exterior walls.  
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Figure 97. Neon tube lighting mounted onto the exterior wall of the building. 

 

 

 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

 

Standard steel-plate lockers are used by the 
staff.  
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Figure 98. Mobile locker units are used for staff purposes 

 

13. Other elements 

 

 

The building has box gutters but circular down 
pipes. 

 

An exceptional element is the presence of 
narrow ventilation openings mounted 
vertically below the apex of the gable on both 
gable walls. 
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Figure 99. Location and orientation of the building in relation to the other buildings and the site 

                                                            

 

 



151 
 

1. Northern elevation 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This is the back of the building with service 
entrances. The entire elevation is constructed 
with an orange coloured face brick. Standard 
steel frame windows are arranged in a band 
from east to west. No veranda occurs along 
this side of the building and the roof has 
almost no eaves to provide shading. 

2. Southern elevation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
This is the principal façade of the building as 
faces towards the sport fields. A deep covered 
stoep runs almost the entire length of the 
building. The veranda roof has a lean-to 
character but forms part of the original intent 
of the design. The roof is supported by 
columns of the same brick type as the rest of 
the building.  



152 
 

3. Eastern elevation 

 
 
 

 
The eastern gable looks the same as the 
western gable in profile and form but the 
fenestration is different: two rectangular steel 
frame windows also occur in this gable but the 
windows are much larger suggesting the 
presence of offices. 
 
A prominent feature of the building is the wide 
fascia boarding strips that occur along all the 
elevations but are best experienced from the 
gable ends. 

4. Western elevation 

 
 

   

 
This gable end faces towards the hospital and 
the principal entrance to the building is from 
this side. The split level roof is best defined 
when seen from the gable end. 
 
The only other architectural element along this 
side of the building is the presence of two 
narrow rectangular steel frame windows 
indicating the location of the bathrooms.  
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 100. Concrete slab serving as water repellant apron around the building 

 

This is a single story building and the 
foundation would be a standard foundation for 
a single story building. The foundation is 
obscured by the presence of a concrete apron 
that runs around the building. 

 

The building has no plinth. 

2. Floors 

 

  

 

All the floors are based on a concrete slab and 
the veranda floor has a finely polished screed 
floor without covering. 

 

The interior floors are covered with Novilon 
sheeting, glued to the cement floor.  
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Figure 101. Interior floors are covered with sheets of Novilon glued to the concrete floor 

 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

The entire floor is on one level but the floor 
surface is slightly higher than the surrounding 
surface. The floor is reached by stepping up 
one step after entering via concrete ramps 
from the south and the west.   
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Figure 102. Wide ramp leading towards the covered stoep area - with a single step to get onto the stoep 
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4. Walls 

 

    

  

 

 

The entire building is constructed with a dark 
orange colored face brick without any 
plastered brick surfaces on the exterior. The 
columns supporting the southern roof were 
also constructed with the same brick type.  

 

All interior surfaces have plastered brick 
walls. 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

 

 

The building has no fire place or a chimney, 
except the gas pipes for the ablution facilities. 
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6. Roofs 

 

 

 

Figure 103. Wide white painted fascia boarding along the gables 

 

  

 

 

The building has a gable but a split level roof 
with a desk roof dominating the northern side 
of the building and another single pitch roof 
along the southern side but stepped slightly 
lower than the roof structure along the 
northern side. Wide fascia boarding is a 
prominent feature of the roof. 

 

The roof is covered with IBR profile roof 
sheeting but it can also be of the clip-lock 
type. 

 

This is a special roof type and extra care was 
taken to construct a roof with low maintenance 
and refined detailing to prevent water from 
penetrating into open and semi-closed areas. 

7. Ceilings  

All the ceilings are constructed with Sa Pine  
strips. The same material was also used for the  
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ceiling on the wide covered stoep area.  

8. Doors 

 

   

 

 

Standard steel frame doors were used. A 
standard steel and glass door was used for the 
exterior doors while standard interior type 
doors were used in the areas covered by the 
roof. 
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Figure 104. Steel frame door with fixed glass panes 

 

9. Windows 

 

 

 

Standard steel frame windows occur 
throughout the building. 

Fine craftsmanship occur above the windows 
with rowlock brick masonry. Terrazzo type 
tiles were used for window sills and they were 
mounted at about a 30 degree angle while also 
protruding about 50mm beyond the wall 
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Figure 105. Small steel frame windows of the bathrooms. 

 

below.   
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Figure 106. Fine brick masonry occurs above the window with neat tiling of the window sills. 

 

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

As this building is a recreational facility for 
the staff, standard toilets and other sanitary 
wares were installed in the ablution facilities.  
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11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

Figure 107. Large security lights are fixed externally at the corner of the building 

 

Figure 108. Double tube light fittings are fitted externally onto the ceiling 

 

 

Standard neon tube lights were installed inside 
and large specially designed security lights 
were mounted on the exterior of the building   
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Figure 109. Double tube light fitting with tubes exposed 

 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

           

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 

13. Other elements 

 

 

Well-made box gutters are mounted along the 
northern and southern elevations and the down 
pipes are made in the same fashion 
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Figure 110.  Location and orientation of the building in relation to the position of the other buildings on the site. 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Most of the northern elevation is obscured 
behind vegetation. The site is locked and 
secured by blade wiring making it impossible 
to enter the site.  
 
This is a single story building with a hipped 
roof and the floor plan is arranged around an 
open atrium in the centre. This forms a central 
space for congregations and as a protected play 
area.  
 
The building itself forms a barrier towards the 
outside.  

2. Southern elevation 
 
 
   
 

 
Could not be recorded as the site was locked 
and sealed. 

3. Eastern elevation 
 

 
 

 
Could not be recorded as the site was locked 
and sealed 

4. Western elevation 
 
 

 
This is the only elevation that could recorded 
with some detail. The entire elevation was 
exposed and was photographed from a  
distance.   
 
All the rooms have windows facing outwards – 
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in this instance – towards the west. It has no 
veranda, open stoep or any walkway along this 
elevation, emphasising the significance of 
security and control of movement. 
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 111. Exposed side of the concrete slab serving as floor and base for the 
building 

 

 

Figure 112. Exposed part of the concrete slab at the lower end of the site 

 

 

This is a prefabricated building and 
construction is done on to of a concrete slab 
and not by using foundations as is the case 
with brick waling. From outside the concrete 
floor is exposed underneath the building. 

 

The exposing concrete  which is cast on a 
perfect horizontal level indicates the slope of 
the site.  
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2. Floors 

 

  

 

 

As is usual with these prefabricated buildings, 
the structure is erected on top of a concrete 
slab that also serves as flooring for the interior 
spaces. The interior could not be investigated 
and it remains unknown whether the floor was 
covered with PVC tiles or not. 

 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

 

As the site has a slight slope and the floors are 
elevated above ground, it can only be assumed 
that the interior can be reached vis one or more 
steps. These were not recorded. 

4. Walls 

 

 

This is a kit type building that is predesigned 
into pieces and assembled on site according to 
the individual and collective custom made 
pieces. A frame of galvanized metal pieces as 
screwed together and sheets of asbestos 
mounted to the frame. Two layers of asbestos 
sheeting are mounted with insolation material 
in between. 
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Figure 113. Vertical light weight galvanised iron frame to which the asbestos panels 
are screwed. 

  

 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

   

 

 

 

The building contains no fire place or 
chimneys. 
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6. Roofs 

 

 

Figure 114. General view on the roof and the IBR profile of the roof sheeting 

 

 

Figure 115. Unpainted guttering and fascia boarding behind it 

 

 

IBR profile sheet iron is used as roof covering 
with neat fascia boarding along all sides. 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

As the building could not be investigated no 
ceilings were recorded. 
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8. Doors 

     

 

 

 

No door occurs along the western elevation 
and no other doors were observed from outside 
the site. 

9. Windows 

 

 

Figure 116. Steel frame windows used in the entire building 

 

 

Standard steel frame windows designed for 
mounting in a prefab building, were used. 
These are grid frame units with grid frame 
steel burglar bars on the inside. 
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Figure 117. Grid  multi pane windows with grid burglar bars on the inside the 
windows 

   

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

 

 

No ablution facilities were recorded but it is 
assumed that these do exist inside the building. 

11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

No light fittings were recorded. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

           

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded 
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13. Other elements 

 

 

Figure 118. Guttering and down pipes are in good condition 

            

 

Well maintained or new gutters and downpipes 
are still intact.  
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Figure 119. Location and orientation of the building in relation to the adjacent buildings and site. 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
This portion of the hospital site is well-secured 
and fenced-in with concrete slab walling and 
rolls of plate wiring on top. No access could be 
arranged to enter this  part of the property.  
 
The concrete slab walling obscures the 
northern façade. 
 
This side of the building indicates the low roof 
and the height of the steel frame windows, 
almost directly up to the roof height.  

2. Southern elevation 
 
 
 

 
   

 
This elevation is the principal elevation as all 
the entrances are located along this side. The 
building is set on a slope and the various 
rooms were stepped from the higher to the 
lower end of the building. However the roof 
height remained the same. 
 
A walkway runs in front of the building and as 
the slope had to be mitigated steps had to be 
introduced. 
 
Double wooden doors occur at regular 
intervals. These doors have been secured with 
burglar proofing (steel bar doors opening 
outwards).    
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3. Eastern elevation 

 

 
 

 
This elevation is located on the boundary of 
the hospital site and the adjacent property. No 
access could be arranged to enter the adjacent 
site in order to take pictures. A picture was 
taken through a gap in the wall.   
 
The gable is penetrated by a gigantic air 
ventilation tube. But no indication is given of 
the reason for this type construction. 
 

4. Western elevation 
 

 
   

 
The gable forms part of the security as it is a 
blind wall with a roof without any eaves. The 
gable wall also serves as base to which 
concrete slab walling is attached. 
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a single story building arranged with its 
floors on various levels. The foundation was 
also constructed in this stepped arrangement.  

 

The building has no plinth and is mostly 
obscured by the concrete walkway along its 
southern elevation and a concrete apron along 
its northern elevation 

2. Floors 

 

  

 

 

All the floors are based on a concrete slab but 
no access to the interior resulted that no floor 
could be visually recorded. 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

The building is constructed at an angle to 
the contours of the site and the open 
walkways along the front façade are 
stepped. Several sets of stairs occur 
outside the building to accommodate the 
slope of the building and the various levels 
of the floors of the various rooms. 
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Figure 120. Various sets of stairs allow movement along the southern elevation 

 

4. Walls 

 

 

  

Figure 121. The entire building is constructed with orange colored face bricks with supporting pilasters 
or obscured columns of the same brick type 

 

The entire building is constructed with a n 
orange colored face brick without any 
plastering or plastered brick walling on the 
exterior.  

 

Brick pilasters or semi-obscured columns of 
face brick occur at regular intervals along the 
northern and southern elevations.  
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5. Fire places and chimneys 

   

 

 

The building has no fire place or chimney. 

6. Roofs 

 

 

Figure 122. Corrugated asbestos roof covering. 

 

 

Figure 123. Low pitched gable with fascia boarding mounted tightly against the gable wall 

 

 

It is a gable building and covered with sheets 
of corrugated asbestos roofing. The roof drains 
towards the north and south and box gutters 
occur along these sides. 

The roof has a low pitch without any eaves 
along the gable ends. Wide fascia boarding 
was mounted almost onto the gable walls but 
extend beyond the gutters.   
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Figure 124. Detail of fascia boarding and box gutter. 

 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

 

No ceilings were recorded. 

8. Doors 

 

Double wooden doors occur along the entire 
length of the southern elevation of the 
building. 

The doors are protected by steel frame doors 
that open outwards.   
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Figure 125. Tightly closed and protected double wooden doors along the southern elevation 

 

9. Windows 

 

 

Figure 126. Blue painted industrial steel frame windows with steel mesh protection on the inside 

 

Standard steel frame windows occur 
throughout the building. The windows along 
the northern elevation are of the industrial type 
with small panes  and the interior is closed 
with a steel mesh as if this was a high security 
area. The steel mesh only has small 
rectangular openings allowing only a single 
hand to reach the handles, locks and window 
stays. 
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Figure 127. Standard steel frame window with steel mesh with peculiar openings to operate the handles 
and stays, inside 

   

 

 

Figure 128. Steel frame windows located directly above the doors along the southern elevation 
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10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

 

Unknown whether any toilets, wash basins or 
bath tubs occur inside the building. 

11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

No light fittings were recorded. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

        

 

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 

13. Other elements 

            

 

 

Ventilation frames with louvre trim occur 
along the entire length of the southern 
elevation, suggesting that the interiors had to 
be kept secure and that the interior may have 
been served with fans for ventilation. 
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Figure 129. Box gutters and down pipes are still intact 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



189 
 

TSHWANE REHABILITATION CENTRE, PRETORIA  

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDING OF BUILDINGS 

BUILDING 8 – GUARD HOUSE (ENTRANCE) 
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Figure 130. Location and orientation of the building in relation to other buildings on the site 

                                                            

 

  



191 
 

1. Northern elevation 
 

 

 
 
 

 
This façade has a blind wall without a window 
or door. Only the gas pipe of the toilet and the 
gutter and downpipe are located along this 
elevation. The ends of the parapet wall are 
prominent features on the roof.  

2. Southern elevation 
 

 
A small elevated covered stoep defines this 
façade. The stoep is entered from the west via 
four steps. The stoep is secured with a steel 
railing on two sides with face brick columns 
supporting the roof.. 
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

 

 
The building is entered from underneath the 
carport structure along the southern elevation. 
This elevation faces towards the hospital and 
the façade has a window and a section of the 
covered stoep. The plastered brick parapet 
walling defines the height of the roof and the 
height of the parapet wall itself. 
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4. Western elevation 
 

 
   

 
This elevation faces towards the street. The 
entrance to the covered stoep, the office 
window and the toilet window are located in 
this façade. The entrance to the covered stoep 
area is protected by the steel structure and roof 
the adjacent carport. 
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

Figure 131. Most of the building is surrounded with a concrete apron. 

 

 

Figure 132. A small section of the concrete foundation is exposed at the southeastern corner. 

 

 

As this a small building, a standard concrete 
foundation serves as base for the structure. The 
building is located at a slight slope and part of 
the concrete foundation is exposed at the 
southeastern corner. The remaining area 
around the foundation is covered with a 
concrete apron. The building has no plinth. 

2. Floors 

 

 

The building has a concrete slab floor. 
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Figure 133. A concrete slab serves as floor for both the interior and stoep area.  

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

Figure 134. The building is entered from the street elevation via four brick and concrete steps 

 

The covered stoep area and the floor inside are 
elevated above the ground and can be reached 
via four steps that are located along the 
western elevation (street side). The steps are 
based on brick masonry with toppings of 
concrete. 
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4. Walls 

 

 

Figure 135. The entire building is constructed with pinkish face bricks 

  

 

 

The entire building was constructed with a 
pinkish face bricks, almost to ceiling height 
while the walls above are of plastered brick. 
This includes the parapet walling. The brick 
masonry is not exceptional and bricks were 
laid in stretcher bond throughout. 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

 

The building does not contain any fie place or 
a chimney. The only outlet of any significance 
is the gas pipe of the toilet. 
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Figure 136. Gas pipe on the exterior indicates the position of the toilet 

   

6. Roofs 

 

 

 

Figure 137.  Desk roof with prominent parapet screens at the sides 

 

The building has a low pitch sloped roof, 
sloping from south to north. The sides of the 
roof are characterized with high parapet walls. 
These are not standard parapets but panels 
mounted to the building. 
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7. Ceilings 

 

 

 

Standard gypsum boarding is used as a ceiling 
(not recorded). 

 

8. Doors 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

As single entrance allows access to the 
building. This is through a steel frame and 
glass door (not recorded).  

A second door allows access to the toilet 
inside, through a standard steel frame door 
with plywood door (not recorded). 
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9. Windows 

 

    

   

 

Standard industrial multi-pane steel frame 
windows were used. 

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

 

The building contains no bath tubs or wash 
basins but has a single toilet (not recorded).  

11. Light fittings  

As this is a guard house care had to be taken 
with the installation of outdoor security 
lighting. Large electric light units are installed 
along the street façade of the building. 
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Figure 138. Large security light along the street facade 

 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 
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13. Other elements 

                 

 

 

As the roof only slopes to one side, only the 
southern elevation has a gutter and downpipe. 
The gutter drains onto the paving that forms 
part of the apron around the building. 
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Figure 139. Location and orientation of the building in relation to other buildings on the site. 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 

 
 
 

 
This is a tiny single room building. The 
northern elevation only has a single steel frame 
window set in the centre of the façade.  

2. Southern elevation 
 
 

 
The southern elevation replicates the northern 
elevation and has a single steel frame window 
set in the centre of the wall. The lower end of 
the sloping roof ends along this elevation and 
the gutter and down pipe is located on this side 
of the building. 
 
A dividing wall is connected to the southern 
elevation and forms a small courtyard along 
the eastern side of the building. The wall is 
constructed with the same orange coloured 
face bricks combined with decorative bricks.  
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

 

 
The eastern elevation is mostly obscured 
behind a separate wall that forms part of the 
retaining wall of the terrace along the eastern 
side of the building. The building is about 
1,50m lower than the retaining wall 
 
This side of the building consist only of a face 
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brick wall and the entrance.  

4. Western elevation 

 
 

   

 
This is a blind wall without any doors or 
windows. A pipe and service chute connects 
the building with the main hospital building 
adjacent to it. These penetrate the western 
façade as part of the original design. 
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 140. Face bricks rise directly from the foundation and the foundation is 
covered with the concrete apron around the building 

 

 

As it is a small building it has standard 
foundation that is not visible from outside. The 
building has no plinth. 

2. Floors 

 

  

 

The building has a standard concrete floor. 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The floor is elevated above the surrounding 
surface for about 100mm serving as a single 
step when entering.  
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4. Walls 

 

 

Figure 141. Standard orange colored face bricks were used for the entire building 

  

 

The entire building is constructed with orange 
colored face bricks with no decorative 
features. 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

 

The building contains no fire place or a 
chimney. 

A service chute and galvanized pipe penetrates 
the western elevation of the building, directly 
underneath the roof line. 
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Figure 142. Square service chute and galvanised pipe links the building with the 
hospital. 

6. Roofs 

 

 

 

Figure 143. Lean-to roof type covered with IBR sheeting and no eaves. 

 

 

The building has a sloped lean-to type roof 
without eaves on any side. The roof is covered 
with IBR roof sheeting. Fascia boarding was 
mounted directly onto the walls.   
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7. Ceilings 

 

 

 

Gypsum boarding was used as ceiling material. 

8. Doors 

  

 

     

 

 

 

Standard steel frame door with standard 
hinged door is located in the eastern elevation 
(not recorded). 

9. Windows 

 

     

 

 

 

Standard steel frame windows were installed. 
The same eight pane window type and size 
occurs in the building.  
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10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

The building contains no bath tubs, wash 
basins or toilets. 

11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

Standard neon tube lighting was installed. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

No cupboards or shelving was recorded. 
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13. Other elements 

 

Figure 144. Neatly maintained box gutter and downpipe serve the roof 

            

 

 

The roof has a gutter and downpipe at the 
southwestern corner draining the sloping roof. 
The gutter has a square profile and the 
downpipe is cylindrical.  
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Figure 145. Location and orientation of the building in relation to the adjacent buildings and site. 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The building is located directly next to eh 
fence and entrance from the road in order to 
allow easy access into and out of the site by 
vehicles loading diesel. 
 
The northern elevation consists of a large steel 
frame with steel louvre trim and windows 
directly above. An oversized concrete lintel 
occurs above the window and louvre structure. 
 
The building is set on a slope and this 
elevation reflects the slope of the site in 
relation to the floor of the building. 

2. Southern elevation 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
This elevation is visible only from the street 
side as the building is located almost on the 
boundary of the property and well beyond the 
municipal building line (not recorded). 
 
 

3. Eastern elevation  
It is a gable building with gables along the east 
and western elevations. This is a gable with a 
blind wall. It contains several functional 
utilities such as a circular gas pipe with conical 
cover at the top and an elevated security light 
above the roof and a pressure chamber 
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connecting the building interior with a 
chamber underneath the building and a thin gas 
pipe mounted onto the wall and protruding 
above the roof of the building. 
 
The building has a deep eave and it can be 
seen from this angle. 

4. Western elevation 
 

 
   

 
This is the principal façade of the building as 
this is where diesel is downloaded into the 
store. 
 
The façade is dominated by the orange 
coloured double door entrance and the high 
security light installation.  
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 146. Plinth along the northern elevation. 

 

 

Figure 147. Plinth along the western elevation. 

 

Building has a plinth defined by several rows 
of dark blueish face bricks with a mauve-red 
colored face brick above. The foundation is 
not exposed.  
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2. Floors 

 

  

 

The building has a concrete base floor without 
any covering.  

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

Figure 148. Entrance to the building with concrete ramp 

 

 

The building is set on a slope and the floor is 
slightly higher than the surrounding surface. A 
concrete ramp was constructed allowing the 
movement of trolleys from outside into the 
building. 

4. Walls 

 

 

 

This is the only building with non-standard 
stretcher bonding. Bricks were laid one layer 
stretcher bond and one layer header bond. The 
same bonding was used for the plinth.  

An exceptional dark mauve colored face brick 
was used for the masonry.  



219 
 

    

 

Figure 149. Fine brick masonry of the plinth and the rest of the walling above. 

 

  



220 
 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

 

Figure 150. Location of a variety of gas pipe outlets. 

   

 

As this is a diesel store, the building has no 
fire place or a chimney associated with a fire 
place. 

 

The only structures associated with getting rid 
of gasses from inside the building are the 
prominent gas pipe protruding upwards from a 
chamber underneath the building and thin pipe 
that is mounted onto the wall and extends 
beyond the roofline.  

6. Roofs 

 

 

Figure 151. Gable without fascia boarding but deep eaves 

 

The building has a low pitch gable and is 
covered with a corrugated iron covered saddle 
roof with wide and deep eaves along all four 
elevations. The roof has no fascia boarding. 

 

Rainwater drains towards the south and the 
north and box gutters occur along both these 
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Figure 152. Gutter of roof with wide eaves exposed 

 

sides. 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

No ceilings were recorded. 

8. Doors   

 

Figure 153. The entrance to the building   

 

The building has a single entrance and a single 
set of double doors painted orange serves as 
service entrance. The door has an oversized 
concrete lintel and the interior is reached via a 
low concrete ramp. 
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9. Windows 

 

 

Figure 154. Large louvre filled frame with windows directly above along the northern 
elevation 

   

 

Steel frame windows occur directly above the 
ventilation structure in the northern elevation. 

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

The building contains no toilets, wash basins 
or bath tubs 

11. Light fittings 

 

 

No light fitting were recorded inside the 
building/ large security lights are mounted 
outside the building, one at each gable end. 
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12. Cupboards and shelving 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded 
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13. Other elements 

 

Figure 155. A combination of equipment  and elements are located along the eastern 
gable end of the building. 

            

 

 A unique collection of pipes and tubes occur 
along the eastern gable end of the building. 
These fixtures relate to the diesel storage 
facility alone and indicate the buildings special 
function. 
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Figure 156. Location and orientation of the building in relation to the adjacent buildings and site 
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1. Northern elevation 
 
 

 
 
 

 
This is the principal façade but as it remains a 
service and support building it has no grand 
entrance. The entrance is almost hidden by the 
adjacent building and no serious movement 
with vehicles or trolleys would be able to pass 
through the narrow passage leading to the 
entrance of this building. 
 
The elevation has a single entrance in the 
centre of the building, leading from a concrete 
ramp, painted green. The entrance is flanked 
by two steel frame windows, one on each side 
of the door set high up on the wall. 
 
The roof has an eave of about 200mm but the 
protective fascia boarding is still partially 
intact.  

2. Southern elevation 
 
 
 

Water drains from the roof towards this 
elevation and water is managed by a gutter and 
a single down pipe.  
Three similar steel frame windows occur in 
this façade and it seems as if the window glass 
is either frosted or sand blasted. 
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

 
 

 
The building is set on a slope that was 
designed into a terrace with one elevation 
below the terrace and the other above the 
terrace.  
 
The slope of the roof can be determined from 
this angle.  
 
This elevation contains two standard steel 
frame windows with fixed glass panes.  
 
Moist has penetrated the walling and has cause 
serious damage to the lower end of the wall. 

4. Western elevation  
The slope of the site can be determined from 
this elevation. The slope of the roof can also be 
defined from this angle. The loss of some of 
the roofing material can also be seen from this 
side. 
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

Figure 157. The foundation is hidden  by the concrete apron around the building 

 

 

It is a small single story building and standard 
concrete foundations were installed. The 
foundations are not exposed above ground. 
The foundations are obscured by the concrete 
apron around the building. 

2. Floors 

 

  

 

 

The floor is a concrete slab floor without any 
covering. The interior is about 200mm higher 
than the ground surface outside.  

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

The interior has an elevated floor about 
200mm higher than outside the building. A 
concrete ramp was added to the exterior to 
accommodate the difference in height and 
allowing trolleys and heavy equipment on 
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Figure 158. Green painted concrete ramp at the entrance 

wheels to move in and out of the building. 

4. Walls 

 

 

  

 

The entire building has plastered walls. Little 
effort went into the design of the building as it 
was considered a utilitarian building type with 
no need to consider aesthetics.  
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Figure 159. The entire building is constructed with plastered brick walling 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

  

 

 

 

The building contains no fire place or 
chimney. 

6. Roofs 

 

Figure 160. Exposed side view of the roof with some roofing material missing 

 

 

Figure 161. Lower end of the roof with unpainted box gutter and down pipe 

 

 

The building has a simple flat roof with a 
timber structure and covered with galvanized 
iron IBR profile sheeting. It has a simple and 
minimal roof structure of five beams. Very 
little effort went into the design and 
construction of the roof and along all sides the 
roof has serious symptoms of decay due to bad 
design. It is suspected that some roof sheeting 
is missing along the southwestern elevation.  

 

The roof has proper guttering with unpainted 
galvanized sheet iron gutter along the southern 
elevation. 
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Figure 162. Highest part of the roof with shallow eave and fascia boarding above the 
entrance 

 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

 

No ceilings were recorded and it is suspected 
that the building has no ceiling at all. 

 

8. Doors 

 

 

The building has a single entrance with double 
doors. The doors are typical industrial types 
usually used for areas where generators and 
pumps are in operation – with louvre slits 
being part of the door design. 
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Figure 163. Entrance door to the building with louvre trim at the bottom. 
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9. Windows 

 

 

 

Figure 164. Steel frame windows with frosted or sand blasted glass panes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The same three pane steel frame windows 
occur along all the elevations. All the windows 
are located high up on the walls – typical for 
storage facilities and buildings where 
industrial activities are practiced.  
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10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

The building contains no wash basins, toilets 
or bath tubs. 

11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

No light fittings were recorded. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

           

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 

13. Other elements 

 

 

The only proper sign of maintenance is the 
presence of a galvanized iron box gutter and 
down pipe along the lower end of the roof. 
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Figure 165. Relatively new box gutter and downpipe serve the roof of the building 
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Figure 166. Diagram indicating the location and orientation of the carports in relation to the other buildings on the site. 
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1. Northern elevation 
 
 

 
 

Figure 167. General view from the north to the south with both carports. 
 

 
These are open structures with a north-south 
orientation.  

2. Southern elevation 
 

 
 

Figure 168. General view northwards from the south 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
As this is an open structure and the orientation 
of both structures is north-south, the southern 
elevation remains open and the same as from 
the north. 
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 169. Eastern elevation of the western part of the carport area. 
 

 
The western part of the carport is entered from 
the east and roof supports are arranged in order 
to accommodate the maximum number of 
vehicles from this elevation. 

4. Western elevation 
 

 
 

 
The eastern part of the carport area is entered 
from the west and the roof supports are 
arranged in such a way that the maximum 
number of vehicles can enter from the west. 
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

 

The steel columns supporting the roof are set 
in concrete bases. 

2. Floors 

 

  

 

The entire area is covered with a tarred 
surface. 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

 

 

 

The structure has no stairs or staircases. 
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4. Walls 

 

 

  

Figure 170. Cylindrical steel pipe columns are used as supporting columns for the 
roof 

 

 

Only steel columns support the roof – without 
any walls. 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

 

 

 

 

The structure has no fire place or chimney 
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6. Roofs 

 

 

 

Figure 171. IBR profile galvanised roof sheeting is used. the roof is supported by steel 
columns and bolted to horizontal steel beams. 

 

The roof is supported by  circular steel 
columns steel horizontal beams to which the 
roof sheets are bolted. 

 

The roof consists of IBR galvanized roof 
sheeting. 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

 

No ceiling exists. 

8. Doors 

 

  

 

No doors exist. 
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9. Windows 

   

 

 

No windows exist 

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

No wash basins, bath tubs or toilets form part 
of the structure. 

11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

The car ports are not fitted with lights. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

          

 

 

No cupboards or shelving exist. 

13. Other elements 

 

            

 

 

 No other exceptional features occur. 
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Figure 172. Location and orientation of the building in relation to the adjacent buildings and site 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 
 

 
Simple flat roof building with plastered brick 
walls. This elevation contains three similar 
looking standard steel frame windows. No 
other significant elements occur along this side 
of the building.  

2. Southern elevation 
 
 

   
 

 
The building is set on a slight slope and this 
elevation is slightly higher than the northern 
elevation. Only two similar looking standard 
steel frame windows occur in this façade.   
 
A geyser was installed on the exterior of this 
die of the building. 

3. Eastern elevation 
 

 
The building has no significant or well-defined 
front façade but this is the only side with an 
entrance. However the entrance is not a 
standard pedestrian door but a small-scale 
garage-type door. The entrance with its two 
doors are the only elements present in this 
façade. 
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4. Western elevation 
 

 
   

 
This can be considered the back of the building 
as it remains in the shade most of the day and 
contains no entrance. Only a single steel frame 
window occurs in this elevation. 
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 173. The foundations are covered by a concrete apron. 

 

 

 As this is an extremely simple singles tory 
building the foundation is a standard concrete 
foundation. The foundation is not visible as the 
building is surrounded by a concrete apron. 
The building has no plinth. 

2. Floors 

 

  

 

 

The building has a concrete floor without any 
covering. 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

 

The interior and exterior differs slightly and a 
makeshift concrete ramp was constructed at 
the entrance.   
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Figure 174. A crude concrete ramp was constructed at the entrance 

4. Walls 

 

 

 

Figure 175. The  plastered brick walling goes down to the ground without a plinth.  

 

 

The entire building is constructed with 
plastered brick walling. The plastered brick 
walls rise directly from the surrounding 
concrete surface almost suggesting that the 
building may not have a foundation. 

 

No special craftsmanship or fine detailing 
occurs anywhere on the building, including the 
lack of window sills or detailing around the 
windows. 

5. Fire places and chimneys  
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No fire place or chimney exists. 

6. Roofs 

 

 

Figure 176. General view on the protruding roof structure 

 

 

Figure 177. No fascia boarding was installed to protect the wood of the roof beams. 

 

 

The building has a desk roof with eaves of 
about 200mm an all sides. IBR roof sheeting 
was used as covering. No roof trim detailing 
exist and no fascia boarding was mounted. 

 

Roof beams and purlins protrude outwards and 
are unprotected against rain and the  sun. 
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7. Ceilings 

 

 

 

 

 

No ceilings were recorded. 

8. Doors 

 

Figure 178. The only entrance to the building is this makeshift double door 
arrangement. 

   

 

 A single entrance is located in the eastern 
elevation. This is not a standard garage door 
but two narrow doors set in a single frame. 
The doors are made of a simple frame and  
sheets of galvanized iron were merely screwed 
to the timber frame. 

9. Windows 

 

 

 

A single type of cheap standardized steel 
frame window was installed along three sides 
of the building. They are all installed at the 
same height with equal attention to detail – no 
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Figure 179. A single type of steel frame window occurs throughout the building 

window sills.  

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

 

 

No bath tubs, wash basins or toilets were 
recorded, but the presence of a geyser along 
the southern wall indicates that fresh and 
warm water supply exists. The hot water may 
be for the single kitchen type basin. 

  

11. Light fittings 

 

 

 

No light fittings were recorded. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

           

 

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 

13. Other elements  

A warm water geyser is mounted on the 
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Figure 180. Geyser and makeshift plumbing leading from the geyser. 

            

exterior of the southern wall and suggests that 
warm water is supplied to the building.  
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Figure 181. Diagram indicating the location and orientation of the building in relation to the adjacent buildings 
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1. Northern elevation 
 

 
 
 

 
This is the principle façade of the building. It 
has two entrances with windows in between. 
The exterior is of orange coloured face bricks 
from the ground to the roof.  Standard steel 
frame windows were used.  

2. Southern elevation 
 

 

 
The southern elevation faces towards the 
hospital with a narrow area in between this 
building and the covered veranda of the 
hospital. A terrace was created with an apron 
of slate paving and a low retaining wall of the 
same orange bricks.  
 
Three standard steel frame windows occur in 
this façade but no entrance.  
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3. Eastern elevation 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
This elevation indicates the slope of the site 
where the building was erected. A platform 
was created with filled land and the building 
was erected on top of this compacted area. The 
compacted area is retained with an orange 
coloured face brick retaining wall. 
 
This elevation exposes the gable end of the 
building with a standard door located in the 
centre of the gable.  

4. Western elevation 
 

 

 
The western gable end consists of a blind wall 
without doors or windows. The gable wall and 
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the retaining wall of the slate apron section 
indicate that the base of the building and the 
building were constructed at the same time as 
there is no break in the brick bonding.  
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 Building elements Photograph 

1. Foundations 

 

 

Figure 182. Slope of the site indicating the differences between the height of the 
southern and northern elevations 

 

 

The foundation is not exposed.as the building 
was set on a slope the northern elevation is 
much higher than the southern elevation 
resulting in the northern elevation to be on 
ground level and the southern elevation 
elevated about 1.2 m above the stoep of the 
adjacent hospital  building. It is assumed that 
the foundation was either stepped or kept at 
one level and the walls merely built from that 
level and the land slope mitigated by later 
filling of soil along the northern elevation. The 
foundation is obscured by a concrete apron 
around two sides of the building. 

  

2. Floors 

 

 

Along the northern elevation the building does 
not have a concrete apron but by crazy paving 
executed with irregular sheets of slate. 

The interior of the building has a concrete slab 
floor without covering.    



262 
 

 

Figure 183. Crazy paving along the northern elevation executed with irregular shaped 
slate 

  

 

3. Stairs and staircases 

 

Figure 184. Height difference between the interior floor and exterior paved area. 

 

The concrete slab inside the building is about 
150mm higher than the exterior ground surface 
and as ingle low step the thickness of the floor 
occurs along the northern elevation of the 
building. 

 

The extent of the slop of the setting is defined 
by the side elevation indicating the height of 
the retaining wall in relation to the northern 
elevation where the entrance to the building is 
located. 
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Figure 185. Terrace platform constructed to mitigate the height difference between 
the northern and southern elevations 

 

 

Figure 186. Concrete slab introduced to allow trolleys to move in and out of the 
building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A concrete ramp was installed to make the 
movement of trolleys into and out of the main 
storage area possible.  
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4. Walls 

 

 

    

 

 

The entire building is constructed with an 
orange colored face brick – from the ground to 
gable height. The same brick type was used for 
the construction of the retaining wall along the 
eastern and southern elevations. 

5. Fire places and chimneys 

 

   

 

The building has no fire place and no chimney 

6. Roofs  

It is a gable building with a saddle roof 
structure and eaves along all four elevations. 
The eaves are about 500mm deep with fascia 
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Figure 187. Gable end of the building indicating the roof trim and white fascia 
boarding 

 

 

Figure 188. Round roof trim along the gable edge. 

 

boarding along the gables mounted underneath 
the corrugated iron trim. 

7. Ceilings 

 

 

No ceiling details were recorded. 
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8. Doors 

 

   

    

     

 

One of the typical features of the doors at the 
hospital is the polished stainless steel plating 
mounted along the bottom part of the doors. 
Two such doors occur on this dwelling – both 
exterior doors. However this is not the only 
type of door on the building. A double steel 
frame door leading to the larger store room 
does not have any plating. The adjacent 
pedestrian door also has no plating. A steel 
burglar proofing door was installed in front of 
the latter door. 

9. Windows 

 

 

 

 

Standard steel frame windows are installed in 
the building. 

Some effort went into the construction of face 
brick window sills. 
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Figure 189. Standard steel frame windows with bold brick window sills 

   

10. Toilets, bath tubs and wash basins 

 

 

 

The buildings does not contain any toilets, 
bath tubs or wash basins 

11. Light fittings 

 

No light fittings were recorded. 

12. Cupboards and shelving 

 

           

 

 

No cupboards and shelving were recorded. 

13. Other elements 

 

 

Box gutters occur along the northern and 
southern elevations. Circular downpipes drain 
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the gutters. 

  

 

 


